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To PROMOTE 


True LOVE and UNITY 


Between the 


CHURCH of ENGLAND 


AND THE 


DISSENTERS 


WHO ARE 


CALFYINISTS, 


| OF THE 


BAPTIST, INDEPENDANT, 


„ 
PRESBYTERIAN Perſwaſions; 


By ſerting down the TyizTy-Nine ARTICLES 
of the aforeſaid Church in one Column, and the 
ARTICLEs of Faith of thoſe Diſſenters in another. 


That every impartial Perſon may, at one View, diſcover, that 
they all agree in every eſſential Point, that concerns our 
eternal Salvation: Which will be a good means to create 
true E and cordial Altection to each other. 


t — 


Behold ho good ot 222 it is, for B rethren to Ant gather 
in Unity, 5 . | - Pal. ciii. 1. 
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| PREFACE. 
; | Judicious and impartial Reader, 
T hath been the Artifice of Satan and his 


Emi ſſaries, to ſow the Seeds of Diſcord be- 
tween the Church of England and the Diſſen- 
ters; and the Inſtruments that have been the 
Promoters of this, hath been the mea, {irited 
among thoſe that are called the Clergy, that have 
endeavoured to viliſy others, on purpoſe to ingra- 
 tiate themſebves into the Favour of thoſe they preach- 
ed to or converſed with ; not regarding the Words 
they often read, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe 
© Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour, and then add, 
Lord incline our Hearts to keep this Law; 
but quite forget that Petition before the Sermon is 
ended, which is many times filled up with reproach- 
ful Names againſt their Diſſenting Brethren, which 
maintain thoſe glorious Truths that they are De- 
| . pravers 


141 
pravers of, though they have ſubſcribed to them as 
Truths, This is ſuch a Piece of Imprety, that I 
could not help fhewing my een in publick 
Print againſt it, that thoſe that have been hood- | 
Ed ſo long, might come to ſee the Deceit of ; 
thoje Men: An what nobler Theme could 1 think | 
of, than by etting down the Thirty Nine Articles 
of the Church of England, ard the Artitles of the |. 
Faith of the Baptiſts, Independants, and Preſby- | 
terians, that are diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Calviniſts ; ; in order to let my Reeders ſee, that 
they all agree in every eſſential Point on which our 
eternal Salvation depends; that ſo it might appear 

70 Derry judicious und em partial Perſon, that they Re 

of the Church of England ought moſt heartily to | 

love, and affeSioately to embrace us, and never 
after.the reading this Book, to call us by thoſe re- 

| proachful Names as Herotick ks, Schifmaticks, Fana- 
ticks, &c. which they have Times without Num- 

ber, and have ; ird up others to do the like : 
Which I Pray God to forgive them, and ſhow 
them their Fr, din, and Danger they have run 
themſeFves and others into. 

J have ſeen fer above this thirty Years, a great 
8h neſs. in toe People, that are called the Church 
of England Zownrds the D:ſſenters; and I cannot 

help thinking, but it proceeds from an Apprehenſion 
that there Ts a very wide Difference ; now this is 
ſet in fuch a Light, that any Perſon of a tolera- 
ble Capacity may ee, that they agree m every im- 
Fortant Article of Faith. So that, T humbly hope, 
that by doing this, Bigotry and Party Zeal will 
waniſh $28. "amongſt us, as Smoak before the Mind; 
and What will be 1} ered in its Foum, but hearty 


Love 
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Love to each other ? and People will ſee with their 
own Eyes, and not go by the Hear-ſay others. 

I have bad it objecfed to me, that the Articles 
were made by fallible Men, and therefore are not 
to be depended upon. To which I readily agreed, 
that they were made by fuch Men; but the bleſſed 
Truths theſe boly Men laid for the Foundation to 


build theſe r upon, was the infallible Word 


of God, And I wquld have ſuch Perſons reflect on 
themſelves, for thinking meanly of thoſe godly Per- 
ſons, ſome of which were holy Martyrs, which 


"compiled theſe Articles, when they repeat thoſe 


Words which are in the Common Prayer (vig.) 
the noble Army of Martyrs praiſe thee : Surely, 
they wwould. nat exclude thoſe excellent Perſons that 
fefered Martyrdom in Queen Mary's Reign, and 
were ſuch eminent Lights of the Church of Eng- 


land. 


Another Objection bath been made very often to 


me, as well as to others, which is, That the Com- 


filers of theſe Articles never meant them to be ta- 
ken in the Senſe that the Calviniftical Diſſenters 

put upon them. To this 1 anſwer, this is a baſe 
Reflection on thoſe holy Men, to think they would 

put ſilob an obſcure Senſe on them, that Perſons 
95. a tollerable Capacity could not tell i in what Senſe 
[they muſt be taken in: No, no, they were boneſter 
Men than to fay one thing, and mean another ; 


"they ſaid what they meant, and meant what they 


ſaid: and their pious Labours abundantly ſati/- 
fy us, they took them in the Senſe that thoſe 
Diſenters before named do, as is egſi ho 70 be made 
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This reminds me of a very juſt Remark the Rev, 
Mr. Seagrave makes in his Book of the Obſer- 
vations upon the Conduct of the Clergy, pag. 
16. It ts obſervable, ſaith he, we have one Ar- 
© ticle merely of an external Nature, and circum- 


2M fantial in Religion, of which, with the Domi- 


nion and Profits ariſing from it, the Clergy are 
ſufficiently tenacious; they adhere readily to the 
grammatical Senſe of Words, under that Head 
which eftabliſhes Epiſcopacy, Prieſts, and Dea- 
cons; the Senſe of this Article is plain with 
them and obvious; they may defy Mankind to 
tax them with Ambiguity or Inſtability, touching 
the Paragraphs which promote their Intereſt : 
Theſe, from Principles of Duty to the Church, 
and tender regard to their Succeſſors, they will 
maintain with all Firmneſs and Reſolution. It 
appears to me, they labour more about the Exter- 
nals of the Church, than the Internals; they 
keep the out- ſide of the Cup clean, in ſome 
* meaſure, when as the inſide would be more con- 
* fiderable and momentous, the Church of England 
< was made internally clean by the Care of our Re- 
* formers, but the Duft is blown about it again. 
T wquld here take notice of a great Piece of 
Tnjuſtice, which is done to us of the three Deno- 
minations of Proteſtant Diſſenters, which is this, 


becauſe we would live at Peace in our native 


Country, we pay the Clergy for feeding our FeHow- 
Pariſhioners and Neighbours, that they might give 
them the wholeſome Truths which are contained in 


their Articles and Homilies: And, inſtead 7 n 
this they feed them with Doctrines, as contrary © 
ta what they ſubſcribe to preach to them, as Chaff 
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is to good Wheat; and yet ſend far our Money, 
with Bat Air of Boldneſs, as if they had given 
them what we pay them to give them. hot I 
may give you this thing in as apt a Similitude as I 
can; fuppoſe that the Governors of the Work- 
Houſes, were to give the poor People that are 
into them to be maintained, buſes inſtead of Bread, 
and, by this proceedure, the Poor were flarved; | 
would not ſuch a Conduct be hi ghly reſented by all 
the Contributors towards their Maintenance? 
This is the true State of the Caſe before us; far 
th we are not theſe unhappy os he yet we have 
© cauſe to p ſpeak, for they have not what we pay for 
to be given to them; as I have made moſt clearly 
To appear in thoſe two \Tradds, one called The Church 
of England turn'd Diſſenter at laſt, and the other, 
Arminianiſm the Back-Door to Popery. DS” 
But, forever adored be our good God and loving 
Saviour, that we are better {eg and led; fo 
vhich we have cauſe to bleſs an Wl, ſe his holy 
Name, as long as we live in this World, and ſhall 
To all Eterni ty in the next. 
Dye Clergy know full well, that we are as yal 
18 ubjects as any People in the Kingdom, and pay 
'* our Money as freely, to maintain the Nation's Rig 24 
3 againſt the common Enemies ; then, how diſhonef | 
2 ts it in them, to ſet us upon a Levil with Papiſts, 
and abridge us of. our Civil Rights, as Free- born 
Subjects of Great Britain. : 
BE 7 cannot help thinking, that the 1 Catho- 
ubs are honeſter Men than many amon "gf us that 
call them ſelves Proteſtants ; for, I I challenge 
any Perſon in all Europe to ſhew, that any 
Set, or Denomination of Pegg, being Natives of 
= Es 
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any Raman Cathalj ck W or State, have been, 
4 are abridg d of their Civil Rights, if they held 


all the efential Po oints of Faith with the Church of 


Rome, as exactly as the three Denominations of 
Proteſtant Dilſenters before named, do with the 


Church of England, God forgive the Clergy for 


their Diſboneſiy, and give them Repentance for all 
their unjuſt Dealings towards us: And, let them 


Put the Cj to their own Conſciences, whether this 
7s doing as they would be done oy, i "Wo were in 


ee, 
here ts anther 1 thing I: would 2 Per- 


fons fee, when the Clergy are to take upon them 


the Charge of the Souls of a Pariſh, then they 


Hb ſeribe that all the Thirty Nine Articles are 


Truths; but when they are got into the Living, 
and ſo fa aft fixed in it, that no body cun turn them 


our, then 51 take upon them to put anther Senſe [| 
on the Artic es, than the Compilers ever meant. 
But, wwhy did not they tell the People of it, before 


they bend. d? IJ vill tell you, if you' will nor 
tell them again; it is this, if they had objefted 


againſt them, then they could not have been admitted 
onto the Livin 


16. they roncealed themſelves, and 
ſubſeribed, an 15 rell them afterwards : Which 


you that play + Divine the Rev. Mr. White- | 


fo jay of them, that they made 


field, 7 Tat x 
% the ji ubſeribing to the Thirty Nine Articles, aa a- 


Key = ect fefical Preferment 3 but when they 


1 bag got into the Livings, they put the Key into 
* their Packet, But if it is the Plegſure 7 God 
o bring him over again, I doubt not but that holy 
= Zeal in his Breaſt, and Integrity in his Heart, 
vill make him ſound am Alarnm through this whole 


Nation, of this di ae Condutt 0 his indolent, and 
earthly- 
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earthly-minded, pleafure-taking Brethren, . od 


juſtly called them. 


Some are pleaſed to ſay, that practical Die in 
ſuc 


fs are more convenient to be put forth than 


as theſe. To this I anſwer, that all good Prac- 


tice, muſt have a Foundation on which it is Built x 


Or the Perſons <will be like the ignorant Jews, 


<which St. Paul ſpoke of, Rom. x. 2. For I bare 


them record, that they have a Zeal of God, 


but not according to Knowledge; for they be- 
ing ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, and going 


about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, have 
not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righteouſneſs 
of God. Mark, they went aboat, they were not 
idle; they were for Practice; but it was all ix 


a Wrong way, 


T have obſerved it, that many that vretend 7 


be zealous for ſuch Books, are not akvays the 


moſt zealous for procticat Goalinſes in 2 Con- 


verſation. 

I. gives me great Pleaſure, to fud * an 
Harmony in all the Eſſential Points of Doctrine, 
of the three Denominations of Proteſtant Diſenters 
with the Church of England, that I cannot but 
ay, that if they would throw away their Ceremo- 


mes, which ſome of the learnedeſt of their Biſhops 
hath eee were but indifferent things; and 


indeed all of us will hold up our Hands, they are 
ſo in every Senſe; and preach up thoſe holy Doc- 
trines that were preached by the picus Fathers of 
the Church, and lead ſuch godly Lives, then we 
might all join together, But this is not what the 
earthly-minded among the Clergy deſire; for they 
are jealous leaſt they ſhould loſe ſome of their Pro- 
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We 3oth Day of January 7s the chief Day in 
all the Year, that they prepare their Artillery to 
Shoot at their Diſſenting Brethren, which I have 
made to appear in this Treatiſe, are their beſt 
Friends, tho they caſt their Firebrands, Arrows, 
and Death at them, to wound them in their Cha- 
racters; and, by ſo doing, ſtir up ill-will between 
peaceable Neighbours, whoſe Inclination is to live 
in Love with each other; but they let us ſee, that 
they are not of thoſe which our dear Lord charac- 
teriſes, when he ſaith, Bleſſed are the Peace- 
+ it for they ſhall be called the Children of 
So leaving what I have writ to the Bleſſing of 
God, to make it of great Uſe to every Reader, I 


remain 


a 


Your real Friend, 


And Humble Servant, 


* 5/9 4 
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Jonathan Warne. 
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Goodneſs ; 


ATTEMP 


To promote true 


Love and UNITY, 


CITED S . 


Church of Englard. 


ARTICLE I. 
in the Holy Trinity. 


true God, ever- 
laſting withoutBody,Parts, 
or Paſſions; 
Power, Widdom - 
the Maker, 


and Preſerver of all things; 


= both viſible, and inviſible. 


And 


22, © Exod. iii, 14. 


Of Faith 


(HERE is but 
One living and 


of infinite 
and 


1 Cor. viii. 4, 6. Deut. vi. 4. 


Oe. 


- te wr, = S * 


The Ariel of the The 1 of the 


Dil enters. 


Of Faith in the Holy 
Trinity, 


H E Lad our 
God is but one 
living and true 
whoſe * Subſiſtence 


God, 
is in and of himſelf, <infi- 
nite in Being, and Perfec- 
tion, whole Eſſence can- 


not be comprehended by 


any but himſelf; a moſt 
Re. no B | | pure 


: b Jer. . 10. 
4 John iv. 24. 


Tfai. xlviji. 


121 


And in Unity of this God- 
head there be Three Per- 
ſons of one Subſtance, Po w- 
er, and Eternity; the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

Thou ſhalt have no other 
Gods before me, Exod. xx. 
3. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
the King of Iſrael, and 
his Redeemer the Lord of 
Hoſts, I am the Firſt, aud 
J am the Laſt, and beſides 
me there is no God, Iai. 
Kliv. 16. Pſal. xci, 9. Tor 
thou, Lord, art above all 
the Earth; thou art ex- 
alted far above all Gods. 


pure Spirit, einviſible, with- 
out Body, Parts, or Paſ- 
ſions, who only hath im- 
mortality, dwelling in the 
light, which no man can 
approach unto, who 1s* im- 
mutable, immenſe, eter- 
nal, incomprehenſible, al- 


mighty, every way infi- 


nite, moſt holy, moſt wiſe, 
moſt free, moſt abſolute, 


working all things accor- 


ding to the Counſel of 


his own immutable, and 
molt righteous Will, for 


his own Glory, moſt lo- 


ving, gracious, merciful, 
long ſuffer! ing, abundant 
in Goodneſs and Truth, 


forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin, the Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him, and withal 
moſt juſt, and terrible in his Judgments, hating all 
Sin, and who will by no means "clear the Gary, 


| Baptiſts Confe lion, p. 9. 


Arie E II. Of the 
Word, or Son of God, 
which was made very 


Man. 


The Son which is the 
Word of the Father, be- 
gotten from evelaſting of 
the Father, the very and 
eternal God, of one Sub- 


ſtance with the Father, 
took Man's Nature in the 


* 1 Tim. i. 17. Deut. ir. 15, 16. f Mal. iii. 6. 


Diſſenters ARTICLE. 
Of the Unity of the God- 
head. 


There be three Perſons 
of one Subſtance, Power, 
and Eternity, God the Fa- 
ther, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, The 
Father is of none, neither 
begotten nor proceeding, 
the Son is eternally begot- 
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7. Thou art my 


ten of the Father, the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt eternally proceed- 
ing from the Father and 


the Son s. The Aſſembly's 
to ſay, the Godhead and Confeſſion, pag. 28. 
Manhood, were joyned | 


together in one Perſon, never to be divided, where- 
of is one Chriſt, very God and very Man, who truly 
ſuffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to reconcile 
his Father to us, and to be a Sacrifice, not only for 
actual original Guilt, but alſo for Sins of Men. 

John i. 1. In the Beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. Plal. 11. 
Son, this Day have I begotten thee, 


Womb of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, of her Subſtance: 
So that two whole and 
perfect Natures, that 1s 


„* 


** 


A : 


As rf E III. Of the 


_ going down of Chriſt in- 
to Hell. 


Ass Chriſt died for us, 
and was buried: So alſo 
is it to be believed, that 


he went down into Hell. 


This Article having 


ſome ſmall Obſcurity in 
it, I ſhall give you the 


_ Senſe of that excellent Per- 
lon Mr. William Perkins, 
in his Expoſition on the 


Creed, pag. 233. He de- 


is, ſaith he, he was dead 
and buried, he was held 
captive in the Grave, 


„ 


der Death, for the Space 
Sg « of 


21 Joh. v. 7, 


ſcended into Hell, that 


and lay in Bondage un- 


Matth. xxviii. 19. 


Difſenters ARTICLE. 


OY The Lord Jeſus, as Me- 
diator, did moſt willingly 


undertake, which, that 
he might diſcharge his 


People, he was made un- 
der the Law, and did per- 


fectly fulfil it, and under- 
went the Puniſhment due 


to us, Which we ſhould 


have borne and ſuffered ; 
being made Sin and a Curſe 
for us, enduring moſt 


grievous Torments imme- 


diately from God in his 


Soul, and moſt painful 


Sufferings in his Body; was 


crucified, and died; was 
buried, and remained un- 


der the Power of Death, 
B 2 „ 


| Gal. iv. 2 


of three Days ; this al- 
ſo may be gathered from 
that Scripture, As. ii. 
24. Whom God bath rai- 
ſed up, having looſed the 
Pains of Death, becauſe 
it were not poſſible that 
he ſhould be holden of 


11. 
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ARTICLE IV. 07 be 
Neſurrection of Chriſt. 


Chriſt did truly riſe a- 
gain from Death, and took 
again his Body, with Fleſh, 
Bones, and all things ap- 
_ pertaining. to the Perfec- 
tion of Man's Nature, 
wherewith he aſcended in- 


to Heaven, and there ſitteth, 
all Men at the laſt Day. 


[ 4] 


yet ſaw no Corruption; 
and on the third Day he 
roſe from the Dead, with 
the ſame Body in which 
he ſuffered, with which al- 
ſo he aſcended into Hca- 
ven; and there fitteth at 
the Right-Hand of his Fa- 


ther, making Interceſſion, 


and ſhall return to judge 
Men and Angels at the 
end of the World. The 
Savoy Confeſſion, pag. 29. 


of thoſe called Indepen- 


dents. 


I think this Article doth 
cloſely agree with the third, 


fourth, and fifth Articles 7 


of ihe Church of England. 


uotil he return to judge 


Axrierr V. Of the Holy Gel. 


'The Holy Ghoſt, procceding from the Father and 
the Son, is of one Subſtance, Majeſty, and Glory, with 
the Father, and the Son, Very and Eternal God. 


ARrTicte VI. Of the 
Saffciency of the Holy 
Scriptures for Salvation. 


Holy Scripture contain- 
eth all things neceſſary ta 
Salvation: So that what- 
ſoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved therein, 
nor may be proved there- 


Diſſenter; ARTICLE. | 
Of the Holy Scriptures. 


The Holy Scriptures 1s 
the only ſufficient, certain, 
and infallible Rule of all 


ſaving Knowledge, Faith, 


and Obedience; although 


the Light of Nature, and 


the Works of Creation and 
Providence 


_. 0. 


{ 5] 


by, is not to be required 
of any Man, that it ſhould 
be believed as an Article 
of the Faith, or be thought 
requiſi - or veceſſary to 
Salvation. In the Name 
of the holy Sci ipture we 
do underſtand thole Cano- 
nical Books of the Old and 


New Teſtament, of whoſe. 


Authority was never any 


doubt in the Church. 


Of the Names and Num- 


ber of the Canonical 


Books. 


Exodus, Levi- 


Ge Ne ie, 


ticus, Numeri, Deuterono- 
mium, foſbue, Fudges, Ruth, 
The I. Book of Samuel, The 
II. Book of Samuel, The I. 


Book of Kings, T, be II. Book 
of Kings, The I. Book of 


Chronicles, The II. Book of 
Chronicles, The I. Book of 
| Ejar ary 
Eſdras, The Book of Heſ- 
Fob, The 


The II. Book of 


ter, The Book of Fot 
Pſalms, The Proverbs, Ec- 
clefraſtes,or Preacher, Can- 
tica, or Songs of 8 olomon, 
Fuur Prophets the Greater, 
Twelve Froppets the Leſs. 


And the other Books (as 
Hierome ſaith) the Church 


doth read for Example of 


Life and Inſtruction of 
Manners, 


1 Samuel, 
Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chro- 


Providence do ſo far ma- 
nifeſt the Goodneſs, Wiſ- 
dom, and Power of God, 


as to leave Men Lara. 


ble; yet are they not ſut- 


ficient to give that Know- 
ledge of God and his Will, 
which 1s neceſſary unto 
Salvation; therefore it plea- 
ſed the Lord, at ſundry 
times, and in diverſs man- 


ners to reveal himſelf, and 


to declare his Will unto 
his Church, againſt the 
Corruption of the Fleſh, 
and the Malice of Satan 


and of the World, to com- 
mit the {fame wholly unto. 


Writing; which maketh 


the Holy Scriptures to be 
moft neceſſary, thoſe for- 
mer ways of Gods reveal- 


ing his will unto his peo- 
ple being now ceaſed. 
Under the Name of 
Holy Scripture, or the 
Word of God written; are 
now contained all the Books 
of the Old and New Teſ- 
tament, which are thele : 


Of the Old Teſtament. 


Geneſis, Exodus, Levi- 
ticus, Numbers, Deuteronc- 
my, Joſhua, udges, Ruth, 
2 Samuel, 1 


nicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
| Ne- 


bliſh any Doctrine 


ARTICLE VII. 


[6] 


Manners ; but yet doth 


it not apply them to eſta- 
Such 
are theſe following: 


The III. Book of Eſdras, 


The IV. Book of Eſdras, 
The Book of Tobias, The 


Book of Judith, The reſt 


of the Bork of Heſter, The 
Book of Wiſdom, Feſus the 


Son of Sirach, Baruch the 
Prophet, The Song of the 


Three Children, The Story 


of Suſauna, Of Bel and 
the Dragon, The Prayer of 
Manaſſes, The I. Book of 


Maccabes, The II. Book of 
AT accabes, 5 


All the Books of the 
New Teſtament, as they 


are commonly received, 
we do receive and account 


them Canonical. 


Of the 
Old Teflament. 


The Old Teſtament is 


not contruy to the New: 
For both in the Old and 
New Teſtament, everlaſt- 


ing Life is offered to Man- 
kind by Chriſt, who is the 
only Mediatour between 


God and Man, being both 


God and Man. Where- 
tore they are not to be 
heard, 


Nehemiab, Efther, Job, 
Pſalms, Proverbs, Eccle- 
Siaſtes, The Song of Songs, 
Iſaiah, Feremiab, Lamen. 
tations, Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Hoſea, Foel, Amos, Oba- 
diah, Fonab, Micah, Na- 


bum, Habakkuk, Zepha- 


niah, Haggai, Zachariab, 
Malachi, 


Of the New Teſtament. 


Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
Fobn, The As of the Apo- 
files, Paul's Epiſtle to the F* 
Romans, 1 Corinthians, 
2 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Epheſ; ans, Philippians, Co- 
toffians, 1 Theſſalonians, 
2 Theſſalonians, 1 Timo- 
thy, 2 Timothy, To Tilus, 


To Philemon, The Epiſtle | 


to the Hebrews, The Epij- 
tle of Fames, The firſt, ſe- 
cond and third Epiſtles of 
John, the Epiſtle of Jude, 
the Revelation, _ 

The Books commonly 
called Apocrypha not be- 
ing of Divine Inſpiration, 
are no Part of the Canon 
(or Rule) of the Scripture, 
and therefore are of no Au- 
thority to the Church of 
God, nor to be any other- 
wiſe approved or made uſe 
of, than other humane 


Writings, 
The 


* P On OHA QA 
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| heard, which feign that 


the old Fathers did look 
only for tranſitory Promi- 
ſes. Although the Law 
given from God by Moſes, 
as touching Ceremonies 
and Rites, do not bind 
Chriſtian Men, nor the Ci- 
vil Precepts thereof ought 


of neceſſity to be received 


in any Commonwealth : 


Yet notwithſtanding, no 
Chriſtian Man whatloever, 


The Authority of the 
holy Scripture, for which 
it ought to be believed, 
dependeth not upon the 
Teſtimony of any Man, 
or Church, but wholly up- 
on God (who is Truth it 
ſelf) the Author thereof; 
therefore it is to be received 
becauſe it is the Word of 
God. Bapt. Conf. p. 5. 


is free from the Obedience 


of the Commandments which are called Moral, 


ARTICLE VIII. 
three Creeds. 


The three Creeds, Nice 
| Creed, Athanaſius Creed, 


and that which is com- 
monly called the Apoſtle's 
Creed, ought throughly 


Of the 


Al the Truths of theſe 
three Creeds are contained 
in the Articles before ſet 


down, or in others that 


follow, to make it manifeſt 


that we do agrer. 


to be received and believed: for they may be proved 
by moſt certain Warrants of holy Scripture. | 
And, as for the Creed called the Apoſtles Creed, that 
learned Divine of the Church of England, the Rev. Mr. 
William Perkins hath ſaid, in his Expoſition on the 


Creed, pag. 122, Vol. I. 


It may be demanded in 


© what F orm this Creed was penned ? Anſcw. In the 


form of an Anſwer to a 


was baptiſed, this 


of the Apoltles : 


Queſtion : The Reaſon is 
this; in the primitive Church, when any 
turned from Gentiliſm to the Faith of Chriſt, and 
Queſtion was asked, What belie- 
veſt thou? Then he anſwered, 
Form of the Creed, I believe in God, &c. and this 
manner of queſtioning was uſed even from the Time 
When the Eunuch was converted 


Man was 


according to the 


by Philip, he ſaid, What doth let, or hinder me to 
| | | | | 0 be 
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© bz baptized: Philip ſaid, I thou believeſt with all 

* thy Heart, thou mayft : Then he anſwered, I believe 

= e Jeſus Chrift is the Son of God. By this i It ap- 
* < pears, that although all Men, for the moſt Part, 
. amongſt us, can ſay this Creed; yet not one of a 
n © Thouſand can tell the ancient, ahd firſt uſe of it; 
| | for commonly at this Day, of the fimpler ſort, it is 
[11 8 © ſaid for a Prayer, being, indeed, no Prayer; and 
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ARTICLE IX. Of Ori- 


ginal, or Birth &in. 


Original Sin ſtandcth 
not in the following © of A. 
dam, (as the Pe. lagians do 
vainly talk) but it is the 


Fault and Corruption of 
the Nature of every Man, 


that naturally is ingendred 
of the Oflspring of Adam, 
whereby Man is very far 
gone from original Righ- 
teouſneſs, and is of his own 


Nature inclined to Evil, ſo 


that the Fleſh luſteth al- 
ways contrary to the Spi- 
wr and therefore, in eve- 

Perſon born into this 
World, it deſerveth God's 
Wrath and Damnation. 


And this Infection of Na- 


ture doth remain; yea, in 


them that are regenerated, 
whereby the Luft of the 
_ Fleſh, 


called in Greek, 


e D,, W hich ſome 
do 


| | when it is uſed ſo, Men make it no better than a 


Dijjenters ARTICLE, 
On Original Sin. 


By our firſt Parents 
eating the forbidden Fruit, 


we all ſinned in them, and 


fell from that original 
Righteouſneſs and Com- 
munion with God, and ſo 


became dead in Sin, and 
wholly defiled in all the 


Faculties and Parts of Soul 


and Body, they being the 


Root, and, by God's. Ap- 


pointmenr, ſtanding in the 


room and ſtead of all Man- 
kind, the Guilt of this Sin 
Was imputed, and corrupt- 
ed Nature conveyed to all 
their Poſterity, deſcending 


trom them by ordinary 


Generation; whereby he 
is bounG over to the Wrath 
of God, and Curſe of the 
Law, and ſo made ſub- 
ject to all the Miſeries ſpi- 
ru, temporal, and eter- 

nal. 


- 7» 42888 
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do expound the Wiſdom, 
ſome Senſuality, ſome the 


Affection, ſome the De- 


9 } 
nal. The Independ. Conf. 


pag. 22, 23, 24. 


fire of the Fleſh, is not ſubject to the Law of God. 
And although there is no Condemnation for them that 


believe and are baptiſed, 


yet the Apoſtle doth contels, 


that Concupiſcence and Luft hath of itſelf the Nature 


of Sin, 


ARTICLE X. Of Free 
Will. Re 


The Condition of Man 
after the Fall of Adam, is 
ſuch, that he cannot turn 


and prepare himſelf by his 


own natural Strength and 
good Works, to Faith, 


and calling upon God: 
Wherefore we haveno Pow- 
er to do good Works plea- 


ſant and acceptable to God, 
without the Grace of God 
by Chriſt preventing us, 
that we may have a good 


Will, and working with u: 
Wil. „ | 


ARTICLE. XI. Of the 


Fuſtiſication of Man, 


We are accounted righ- 


teous before God, oaly tor 


the Merit of our Lord and 


2 : Saviour J eſus Chriſt, by 
> Faith, and not for our own 


Works, or Deſervings, 


where- 


2 Rom, v. 6, Chap, viii. 7. Chap. ili, 19. Eh. i. v. 


Diſſenters ARTICLE. 
/ Free Will. 
Man, by his Fall into a 
State of Sin hath wholly _ 
loſt all Ability of Will, to 
any ſpiritual Good accom- 
panying Salvation ; ſo as 
a natural Man being alto- 
gether averſe from that 
Good, and dead in Sin, 
is not able by his own 
Strength to convert or to 
repare himſelf thereunto®, 


The Aſfemb. Confelſ. P. 62. 


Shen we have that good 


Diſſenters ARTICLE. 
Of the Juſtification of Man, 


Thoſe whom God effec- 


tually calleth, he alſo free- 
ly juſtificth; not by infu- 


ſing Righteouſneſs into 


them, but by pardoning 


their Sins, and by account- 
e ig 


2 
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out neceſſarily of a true 


Io ] 


wherefore that we are juſti- 
fied by Faith only, 1s a 
moſt wholſome Doctrine, 
and very full of comfort, 
as more largely 1s expreſſed 
in the Homily of Juſti- 


fication, 


Obedience to them as their Righteouſneſs 


ing and accepting their 


_ Perſons, as Righteous, not 


for any thing wrought 1n 
them, or done by them, 


but for Chriſt's ſaks alone; 
not by imputing Faith it 


ſelf, the Act of Belicving, 
or any other evangelical 
but by 1m- 


puting Chriſt's active Obedience unto the whole Law, 
and paſſive Obedience in his Death, for their whole, 
and fole Righteouſneſs, they receiving and reſting on 


him, and his Righteouineſs by Faith; which Faith 


they have not of themſelves, it is the Gift of God. 
Rom. iii. 24. Chap. viii. 30. Rom. iv. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
Epb. i. 7. 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. Phil. 


III. 8, g. 
Faith thus receiving and reſting on Chriſt, 


and, his 


Righteouineſs, 1s the alone Inſtrument of our Juſtifica- 


tion: 'Yet it is not alone in the Perſon juſtified, but is 
ever accompanied with all other ſaving Graces, and is 
no dead Faith, but worketh by Love. 


Rom. iii. 24. 


Chap. viii. 30. Chap. iv. 5, 6, 7, 8. Eph. i. 7. 1 Cor. 1, 


Conf. pag. 40, 41. 


A richt XII. Of Guod 


4 ores, 


Albeitthat good Works, 
which are the Fruits of 
Faith, and follow after 
Juſtification, cannot put 
away our Sins, and endure 
the Severity of God's Judg- 
ment, yet are they plea- 
ſing and acceptable to God 
in Chriſt, and do ſpring 


and 


Rom. v. 17, 18, Epbeſ. ii. 8, 9, 10. Bapi. 


Diſſenters ARTICLE. 
Of Good Worxs. 


Good Works are only 
ſuch as God hath com- 
manded in his holy Word, 


and not ſuch, as, without 
the Warrant thereof, are 
deviled by Men, 
blind Zeal, 


out of 
or upon any 
Pretence of good Intention. 

Thetc g00d Works, 


done in 7 e to God's 


Com- 


FI 1] 


and lively Faith, inſomuch, 

that by them a lively F aich 
may be as cvidently known, 
as a Tree diſcerned 255 the 
Fruit. 


AR TICLE XIII. Of 
Wor: before Juſtification. 


Works done before the 
Grace of Chriit, and the 
Inſpiration of his Spirit, 
are not pleaſant. to God, 


| * fl 8 1 120 
foraſmuch as they ſpring. 


not of Faith in Jelu Chriſt, 
neither do they make Men 
mezt to receive Grace, or 
(as the School-Authors ty) 
deſerve Grace of Congrut- 
ty: Yea, rather for that 
they are not done ws God 
_ hath willed and comn.n-1- 
ed them to be done, we 
doubt not but they have 
the Nature of Sin. 


ARTICLE XIV. of 
Works of ee 2:00, 


Vo untary Works, 
| 1145 over and above God's 
Commancm-nis, which 


be- 


Commandments, are the 
Fruits and Evidences of 4 
true and lively Faith: and, 
by terns, Believers ma- 
nifeſt her Thankfulneſs, 
ſtrengthen their Aſſurance, 
edify their Bre: thren, adorn 
the Proſeſſion of the Goſ- 
pel, ſtop the Mouths of 
the Adverſiries, and glo- 
rity God, whole Work- 
manſhin they are, created 
in Chriſt Jeſus thercunto; 
that, having their Fruit 
unto Holinels, they may 
have the end eternal Life. 

Their Ability to do 
good Works, is not at all 
of themſelves, but wholly 
from the Spirit of Chriſt. 
And that they may be 
ehabled thereunto, beſides 
the Graces they have al- 
rcady receiv, there is re- 
quired an ctual Influence 


of the ſame Holy Spirit, 
to work 


in them to will 


and to do of his good 
Pleaſure: Tet are they, 
not hereupon to gro- 


Negligent, as if they were 
bot bound to perform any 
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bound 


Ob- 


bourd to do, but that they 
do more for his ſake, than 
of bounden Duty 1s requi- 


12 


dience, attain to the great- 
eſt Height which is poſſi- 
ble in this Life, are fo far 


Glory of. God ; 


red : Whereas Chriſt ſaith 
plainly, When ye have rerogate and to do more 
done all thatarecommand- than God requires, as that 
ed to you, ſay, We are they fall ſhort of much 
unprofitable Servants. \ they are bound to 
© 

We cannot, by our beſt Works, merit Pardon of 
Sin, or cternal Lite, at the Hand of God, by reaſon 
of the great Diſproportion that 1s between them and 
the Glory to come, and the infinite Diſtance that 1s 
between us and God, whom by them, we can neither 
profit, nor ſatisfy for the Debt of our former Sins; 


from being able to ſuper- 


but when we have done all we can, we have done but 


our Duty, and are unprofitable Servants ; and, becauſe, 
as they are good, they proceed from his Spirit; and as 
they are wrought by us, they are defiled, and mixed 


with ſo much Weakneſs and Imperfe&ion, that they 

cannot endure the Severity of God's Judgment. 
Ye: notwithſtanding, the Perſon of Believers being 

good Works alſo are 


accepted through Chriſt, their 
accepted in him, not as though they were in this Life 
wholly unblameable and unreprovable i in God's Sight; 
but that he, looking upon them in his Son, 1s pleaſed 


to accept, and reward that which is ſincere 3 although 
accompanied with many Weakneſſes and Impertec- 


tions. 


Works done by unregenerate Men : although for 


the Matter of them, they may be things which God 
commands, and of good Uſe both to themſelves and 


others: yet becauſe they proceed not from an Heart 
purified by Faith; 


nor are done 1n a right manner, 
according to the Word ; nor, to a right end, the 
they are therefore ſinful, 
pleaſe God, or make a Man meet to receive Grace 
from God. And yet, their negle& of them is more 


ſinful, and diſplealing undo God, Jam. ii. 18, 22. 


Pſal. 


and cannot 
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Pſal. cxvi. 12, 13. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 1 Jobn ii. 3. 2 Pei. 1. 
The Aſemb. Confe. pag. 84, 85, 86. 


ARTICLEXV. Of Chriſt 


alone without Sin, 


Chriſt in the Truth af 


our Nature, was made 


like unto us in all things 
(Sin only except) from 


which he was clearly void, 


both in his Fleſh, 
his Spirit. 
be a Lamb without Spot, 
who by Sacrifice of him- 


and in 


ſelf once made, ſhould 
take away the Sins of the 


World: and Sin (as St. 
John ſaith) was not in him, 


but all we the reſt (al- 


though baptiſed and born 


again in Chriſt) yet offend 


in many things, and if we 
ſay we have no Sin, we 


He came to 


ly, harmleſs, 
Truth, 


Diſenters ARTICLE. 


The Lord Jeſus in his 
human Nature united to 
the Divine, in the Perſon 
of the Son, was ſanctified 
and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit above Mea- 
ſure, having in him all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, in whom, 
it pleaſed the Father, that 
all Fullneſs ſhould dwell ; 
to the end that being ho- 
undefiled, 
and full of Grace and 
that he might be 
throughly furniſhed to ex- 


ecute the Office of a Me- 
5 diator. Indep. Conf. p. 28. 


deceive our ſelves, and che Tru th is not in us. 


ArTiCLe XVI. 07 Sin. 


after Baptiſm, ; 


Not every deadly Sin 
willingly committed after 
Baptiſm, is Sin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, and unpar- 


donable. Wherefore the 


Grant of Repentance is not 
to be denied to ſuch as fall 
into Sin after Baptiſm, At- 
ter we have received the 
Holy Ghoſt, we may de- 

| part 


Diſſenters ARTICLE. 


Whereas there is NONE 
that doth good, and fin- 
neth not; and the beſt 


of Men may through the 


Power, and Deceittulnelſs 


of their Corruptions dwel- 
ling in them, with the Pre- 
valency of Temptation, 


fall into great Sins, and 
Provocations; God hath 
in the Covenant of Grace, 

1 merci- 
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part from Grace given, 


and fall into Sin, and by 


the Grace of God we may 
ariſe again, and amend 
our Lives. And therefore 
they are to be condemned, 


which ſay, they can no 


mercifully provided that 
Believers ſo ſinning, and 
falling, be renewed thro? 
Repentance unto Salva- 


tion i. Bapt. Confef. p. 49. 


more Sin as long as they 


live here, to deny the Place of F orgiveneſs to ſuch as 


truly repent, 


AR TICLE XVII. 
Of Prede/tination and 
Election, 


Predeſtination to Life, 
is the everlaſting Purpoſ: 


of God, whereby (before 
the Foundations of the 
World were Jaid) he had 


conſtantly decreed by his 
_ Counſel, ſecret to us, to 
deliver from Curſe and 


Damnation, thoſe whom 


he hath choſen in Chriſt 


and to 


out of Mankind, 


bring them by Chriſt to 


everlaſting Salvation, as 
Veſſels made to honour. 


_ Wherefore they which be 


endued with fo excellent 


a Benefit of God, be called 
accordi g to God's Pur- 


poſe of his Spirit work- 


ing in duc Scaſon: They 
through Grace obey the 


Calling: : they be juſtified 


freely - : they be made Sons 


i Eccleſ. vii. 20. 


of 


Luke xxil. 31, 32. 


Diſſenters ARTICLE, 


God hath decreed ir 
himſelf from all Eternity, 
by his moſt wiſe and holy 


Counſel, of his own Will, 


freely, and unchange- 
ably, all things whatſoever 


comes to paſs; yet ſo as 


thereby is God neither the 
Author of Sin, 
Fellowſhip with any there- 


in, nor is Violence offered 


to the Will of the Crea- 
ture, nor yet is the Liber- 
ty, or Contingercy of ſe- 
cond Caules taken away, 
but rather eſtabliſhed, in 
which appears his Wiſdom 
in diſpoſing all thitgs, 


and Power, and Faichlul- 


neſs in accompliſhing Is 
Decrees. 

Although God know- 
eth whatſocver may, or 
can come to paſs upon all 
ſuppoſed Conditions: 3 Per 


hath 


nor hath 


+ TOR 
3. 


EST 


of God by Adoption : 
they be made like the 
Image of his. only be- 
85 Xa 
gotten Son Jaſus Chritk: 


They walk religiouſly in 


good Works, and at length 


by Gocb's Mercy they at- 
tain to everlaſting Feli- 


city. 
As the godly Conſide- 


S . = 
ration of Predeſtination 
and our Election in Chriſt, 


is full of ſweet, pleaſant, 
and unſpeakable Comfort 
to godly Perſons, and ſuch 


as feel in themſelves the 


working of the Spirit of 
„ mortifying the 
Works of the Fleſh, and 


Chriſt, 


their earthly Members, 


and drawing uptheir Mind 
to high and heavenly 
things, as well becaule it 
doth greatly eſtabliſh and 
confirm their Faith of eter- 
nal Salvation, to be enjoyed 


through Chriſt, as becauſe 


it doth fervently Kindle 
their Love towards God: 
So for curious and carnal 
Perſons, lacking the Spirit 


of Chriſt, to have continu- 


ally before their Eyes the 


Sentence of God's Predeſti- 


nation, is a moſt dange- 
rous Downfall, whereby 
the Devil doth thruſt them 


Either into Deſperation, or 


into 


hath he not decreed any 
thing, becaule he toreſaw 
it as future, or as that 
which would come to paſs 
upon ſuch Conditions, 

By the Decrce of God 
for the Manifeſtation of 
his Glory, ſome Men and 
Angels, are predeſtinated, 
or fore-ordained to eternal 
Life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
to the praile of his glorious 
Grace; others being left 
to act in their Sin to their 
juſt Condemnation, to the 


praiſe ot his glorious Juſtice, 


All thoſe that are juſti- 


— 


fied, God vouchſated, in 


and for the ſake of his on- 
ly Son Jeſus Chriſt, to 
make Partakers of the 
Grace of Adoption ; by 
which they are taken into 
the Number, and enjoy 
theLibertics and Privileges 


of Children of God ; have 


his Name put upon them, 
receive the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, have acceſs to the 


Throne of Grace with 
Boldneſs, are enabled to 
cry Alba Father; are pi— 


tied, protected, provided 


for, and chaſtned by him, 


as by a Father; yet never 


caſt off, but ſealed to the 
Day of Redemption, and 


inherit the Promiſes, as 


Heirs 


Into Wretchleſneſs of moſt 
unclean living, no leſs pe- 
rilous than Deſperation. 
Furthermore, we muſt 
receive God's Promiſes in 
ſuch wiſe as they be gene- 
rally ſet forth to us in ho- 


ly Scripture: And in our 
Doings, that Will of God 


is to be followed, which 
we have expreſly declared 
unto us in the Word of 
God. 

Rom. viii. 30. More- 
over, whom he did predeſ- 
tinate, them he alſo called : 
and 105005 he called, them 
he alſo juſtified : and whom 
he juſtified, 
- glorified, Chap. xi. 5, 6, 
7. Even ſo then at this 
preſcnt Time alſo, there is 
a Remnant according to the 
Election of Grace, And if 
by Grace, then is it no 
more of Works; otherwiſe 
Grace is no more Grace : 
But if it be of Works, then 
it 15 no more Grace; other- 
<w0iſelVork is no more Mork. 
What then? Iſracl hath 
not obtained that which he 
ſeefeth for; but the Elec- 
tion bath obtained it, and 
the reſt were blinded. 
Eph. i. 3, 4, 5. Blcfſed be 
the God and Father of our 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
bath bleſſed us with all 

ſpiritual 


them be alſo 
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Heirs of everlaſting Salva- 


tion. 


Thoſe whom God hath 
accepted in the beloved, 
effectually called and ſanc- 
tified by his Spirit, and 
given the precious Faith 
of his Elect unto, can nei- 
ther totally nor finally fall 


from the State of Grace; 


but ſhall certainly perſe- 
vere therein to the end and 
be eternally ſaved, ſeeing 
the Gifts and Callings of 


God are without Repen- 


tance, (whence he ſtill be- 
gets and nouriſheth in them 
Faith, Repentance, Love, 


Joy, Hope, and all the 


Graces of the Spirit unto 
Immortality) and though 
many Storms and Flovucs 
ariſe and deatagainſt them, 


yet they ſhall never be a- 
ble to take them off that 
Foundation 
which by Faith they are 
faſtned upon: Notwith- 


and Rock 


ſtanding through Unbelief 


and the Temptations of 


Satan the ſenſible Sight of 


the Light and Love of 


God, may for a Time be 
clouded, and obſcured from 
them, yet he is ſtil] the 


fame, and they ſhall be 


ſure to be kept by the 
Power of God unto Salva- 
tion, where they ſhall en- 


Joy 


- © RE 


[7] 


ſpiritual Bleſſi ings in hea- 
venly Places in Chriſt: 


According as be hath cho- 
ſen as in bim, before the 


Foundation of the World, 
that we ſhould be holy, and 
without Blame before him 
in Love: Having predeſti- 
nated us unto the Adoption 


of Children by Feſus Chriſt 
to himſelf, according to the 
good Pleaſure of his Will, 


2 Tim.i. 9. Who bath ſa- 
ved us, and called us with 


an holy Calling, not accor- 


ding to our Works, but ac- 
cording to his own Purpoſe 
and Grace, which was gi- 
ven us in Chriſt Feſus 
before the World began. 
1 Pet. i. 2. Elect, according 


10 the Foreknowledge of 
God the Father, through 
Sandtiſication of the Spirit 


untoObedience, and fprink- 
ling of the Blood of Jeſas 


Corifts, 


Joy their purchaſed Poſſe 


ſion, they being engra- 


ven upon the Palm of his 
Hands, and their Names 
having been written in the 
Book © of Lite from all 
Eternity. 

This Perſeverance of 


the Saints depends not up- 


on their own free Will; 
but upon the Immutability 


of the Decree of Election 


flowing from the free and 
unchangeable Love of God 
the Father; upon the Ef- 
ficacy of the Merit and In- 


terceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and Union with him, the 
Oath of God, the abiding 
of his Spirit, and the Seed 
of God within them, and 
the Nature of the Covenant 
of Grace, from all which 
ariſeth alſo the Certainty 
and Infallibility thereof. 
And though they may 
through the Temptation 


of Satan and of the World, 
the Prevalency of Corruption remaining in them, and 


the Neglect of Means of their Preſervation fall, into 
grievous Sins, and for a time continue therein; where- 


by they incur God's Diſpleaſure, and grieve his holy 


Spirit, come to have their Graces and Comforts im- 


= paired, have their Hearts hardened, and their Conſcien- 
ces wounded, hur:, and ſcandalize others, and bring 


* This Article the Diſſenters divide into two more, that is, 
Adoption, and the final Perſeverance of the Saints, which are con- 


See Baſt. Conſell. p. 13, 
| D temporal 


tain'd in the een Article above. 
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Election of Grace. 


the reſt 
Eph. i. 3, 4, 5. Bleſſed be 


into Wretchleſneſs of moſt 

unclean living, no leſs pe- 

rilous than Deſperation. 
Furthermore, we muſt 


receive God's Promiſes in 


ſuch wiſe as they be gene- 


rally ſet forth to us in ho- 
Iy Scripture: And in our 


Doings, that Will of God 
1s to be followed, which 


we have cxpreſly declared 


unto us in the Word of 


God. 


Rom. viii. 30. More- 
over, whom he did predeſ- 
tinate, them he alſo called: 


and whom he called, them 
He alſo juſtified : and whom 
be juſtified, 
glorified. Chap. x1. 5, 6, 
7. Even ſo then at this 

. preſent Time alſo, there is 


them he alſo 


a Remnant according to the 
And if 


by Grace, then is it no 


more of Works ; otherwiſe 


Grace is no more Grace: 


But if it be of Works, then 


1 is no more Grace; other- 


«wiſe lVork is no more Work. 
What then? Ifracl hath 
not obtained that which he 
ſeeketh for; but the Elec- 
tion hath obtained it, and 
Were 


the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
bath bleſſed us with all 

ſpiritual 


faſtned upon: 


blinded. 


Heirs of everlaſting Salva- 
tion. 

Thoſe whom God hath 
accepted in the beloved, 
effectually called and ſanc- 


tified by his Spirit, and 
given the precious Faith 
of his Elect unto, can nei- 
ther totally nor finally fall 


from the State of Grace; 


but ſhall certainly perſe- 
vere therein to the end and 
be eternally ſaved, ſeeing 
the Gifts and Callings of 
God are without Repen- 
tance, (whence he ſtill be- 
gets and nouriſheth in them 
Faith, Repentance, Love, 
Joy, Hope, and all the 


Graces of the Spirit unto 
Immortality) and though 
many Storms and Floods 


ariſe and deataguinſt them, 
yet they ſhall never be a- 
ble to take them off that 
Foundation and Rock 
which by Faith they are 


ſtanding through Uubelief 
and the Temptations of 


Satan the ſenſible Sight of 
the Light and Love of 
God, may for a Time be 
clouded, and obſcured from 
them, yet he is ſtill the 
fame, and they ſhall be 


ſure to be kept by the 
Power of God unto Salva- 
tion, where they ſhall en- 


joy 


| 


Notwith- 


3 


WT 


2 Tim. i. 9. 


Spirit, 


* 


ſpiritual Bleſſings in bea- 
veniy Places in Chriſt: 


According as be hath ho- 
ſen as in bim, before the 


Foundation of the World, 
that wwe ſhould be holy, and 


without Blame before him 


in Love: Having predeſti- 
nated us unto the Adoption 
of Children by Feſus Chriſt 


to himſelf, according to the 
good Pleaſure of his Will. 
Who bath ſa- 
ved us, and called us with 


an holy Calling, not accor- 


ding to our Wotks, but ac- 


cording 10 his own Purpoſe 


and Grace, which was gi- 
ven us in Chriſt Feſus 
before the World began. 


1 Pet.1,2. Eledt, according 
to the Foreknowledge of 
God ihe Father, through 
Santtification of the Spirit 


unto Obedience, and ſprinł- 


ling of the Blood of 7285 
Corift «, 


joy their dab Poſſeſs 


| fion, they being engra- 


ven upon the Palm of his 
Hands, and their Names 
having been written in the 
Book of Life from all 
Eternity. 

This Perſeverance of 
the Saints depends not up- 


on their own free Will; 


but upon the Immutabili 

of the Decree of Election 
flowing from the free and 
unchangeable Love of God 
the Father; upon the Ef- 
ficacy of the Merit and In- 
terceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and Union with him, che 


Oath of God, the abiding 
of his Spirit, and the Seed 

of God within them, and 
the Nature of the Covenant 
of Grace, from all which 


ariſeth alſo the Certainty 


and Infallibility thereof. 
And though they may 


through the Temptation 
of Satan and of the World, 
the Prevalency of Corruption remaining in them, and 


the Neglect of Means of their Preſcrvation fall, into 
grievous Sins, and for a time continue therein; where- 


by they incur God's Diſpleaſure, and grieve his holy 
come to have their Graces and Comforts im- 


paired, have their Hearts hardened, and their Conſcien— 
ces wounded, hur:, and ſcandalize others, and bring 


* This Aiticle the Diffenters divide into two more, that is, 
Adoption, and the final Perſeverance of the Saints, which are con- 


tain'd in the Diſſenters Article above. 


See Baſt. Conſell. p. 13, 


D temporal 
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temporal Judgments upon themſelves: yet they ſhall 
renew their Repentance, and be preſerved through Faith 


in Chriſt Jeſus to the end. 


AxricLE XVIII. 
Of obtaini g eternal Salva— 


tion only by the Name of 
Chriſt. 


They alſo are to be had 


accurſed, that preſume to 
ſay, that every Man ſhall 
be ſaved by the Law or 
Sect which he profeſſeth, 
fo that he be diligent to 
frame his Life according 
to that Law, and the Light 
of Nature. For holy Scrip- 
ture doth ſet out unto us 
only the Name of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, whereby Men muſt 
be ſaved, e 


ARTICLE XIX. 
Of the Church. 


The viſible Church of 
Chriſt is a Congregation 


of faithful Men, in the 


which the pure Word of 
God 1s preached, and the 
Sacraments be duly miniſ- 
tred, according to Chriſt's 
Ordinance, in all thoſe 
things that of Neceſſity are 
requiſite to the ſame. 


As 


Diſſenters ARTICLE, 


The Promiſe of Chriſt, 
and Salvation by him, is 
revealed only by the Word 
of God: Neither do the 
Works of Creation or Pro- 
vidence, with the Light 
of Nature, make Diſco- 
very of Chriſt, or of Grace 
by him, ſo much as in a 


general or obſcure way; 


much leſs, that Men deſ- 
titute of the Revelation of 


him (by the Promiſe, or 


Goſpel) ſhould be enabled 


thereby to attain Faith or 


Repentance '. 


Diſſenters ARTICLE, 
Of the Church, © 


The catholick or uni- 
verſal Church, which (with 


reſpect to the internal 


Work of the Spirit, and 
Truth of Grace) may be 


called inviſible, conſiſts of 
the whole Number of the 


Elect, that have been, are, 


or ſhall be gathered into 


one, under Chriſt the Head 
e thereof; 


! Rom. i. 17. Chap. x. 14, 1 5. 17. Prov. xxix, 18. Iſai. xxv. 


2. Chap. Ix. 2, 3. 
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As the Church of Hie- 
rnſalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch, have erred: So 
alſo the Church of Rome, 
hath erred, not only in 
their living and manner of 
Ceremonies, 


Matters of Faith. 
ARTICLE XX. 


Of the Authority of the 


Church, 


The Church hath Pows- 


er to decree Rites or Cere- 


monies, and Authority in 


Controverſies of Faith: 
And yet it is not Jawful 
for the Church to ordain 
any thing that is contrary 


to God's Word written, 
neither may it ſo expound 
one Place of Scripture, 
that it be repugnant to 
another. Where fore al- 


though the Church be a 


Wirnels and a Keeper of 
holy Writ, yet as it ought 
not to decree any thing 
agnigſt the ſame, fo be- 


ſides the fame ought it not 


to gterce any thing to be 


believed for Nee:fſty of : 


Salvation. 


ARTICLE XXI. 


Of the Authority of gene- 


ral Councils, 


not be gathered together 


with- 


but alſo in 


to Mixture, 
and ſome have ſo degene- 


vertheleſs Chriſt 


| of his Name. 


Power for the Calling, 


General Councils may 


thereof; and is the Spouſe, 
the Body, the Fulneſs of 


him chat filleth all in all. 


All Perſons throughout 


the World, profeſſing the 
Faich of the Goſpel, 


Obedience unto God by 
Chriſt, according unto it; 


and 


not deſtroying their own 


Profeiſion by any Errors, 


everting the Foundation, 
or Unholineſs of Conver- 
ſation, are and may be 


called viſible Saints; and 
of ſuch ought all particu- 


lar Congregations to be 
conſtituted, _ 

The pureſt Churchen 
under Heaven are ſubject 
and Error; 


rated as to become no 


Churches of Chriſt, but 


Synagogues of Satan; ne- 
always 
hath had, and ever ſhall 
have a Kingdom in this 
World, to the end there- 
of, of ſuch as believe in 
N and make Profeſſion 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Head of the Church, 
in whom by the Appoint- 
ment of the Father, all 
In- 


vernment of the Church, 
is inveſted in a ſupreme 


2 2 


and 


without the Command- 
ment and Will of Princes. 
And when they be gather- 
ed together (foraſmuch as 
they be an Aſſembly of 
Men, whereof all be not 
governed with the Spirit 


and Word of God) they 
and fome time 


may err, 
have erred, even in Things 
pertaining unto God. 
Wherefore Things ordain- 
ed by them, as neceſſary 
to Salvation, have neither 
Strength nor Authority, 
unleſs it may be declared 


that they be taken out of 


holy Scripture. 


ARTICLE XXII. 
Of Purgatory. 


concerning Purgatory, Par- 
dons, Worſhipping and 


Adoration, as well of Ima- 


ges, as of Reliques, and 


alſo Invocation of Saints, 


is a fond thing, vainly in- 
vented, and grounded up- 


on no W arranty of Scrip- 


ture, but rather repugnant 


to the Word of God. 
AxriclE XXIII. 


Of miniſtring in the Con- 


gregation. 


It is not lawful for any 
Man ta take upon him the 
Office 


[ 20 ] 


and ſovereign manner, nei- 
ther can the Pope of Rome 
in any ſenſe be Head there- 
of, but is that Antichriſt, 
that Man of Sin, and Son 
of Perdition, that exalteth 
himſelf in the Church a- 
gainſt Chriſt, and all that 
is called Goc; whom the 
Lord ſhall deſtroy with the 


brightneſs of his coming. 
In the Execution of this 


Power wherewith he is ſo 
intruſted, the Lord Jeſus 
calleth out of the World 
unto himſelf, through the 
Miniſtry of his Word, by 
his Spirit, thoſe that are 


given unto him by his Fa- 
ther; that they may walk 
before him in all the Ways 
The Romiſh Doctrine 


of Obedience, which he 
preſcribeth to them in his 
Word. Thoſe thus called 


he commandeth to walk to- 


gether in particular Socie- 


ties, or Churches, for their 


mutual Edification; and 
the duc Performance of the 


publick Worſhip, which 
he requireth of them in 


the World. 


The Members of theſe 
Churches are Saints by 


calling, viſibly manifeſt- 


ing and evidencing (in and 
by their Profeſſion and 
Walking) their Obedience 
unto that Call of Chriſt; 


and 
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Office of publick Preach- 
ing, or Miniſtring the Sa- 


craments in the Congrega- 


tion, before he be lawfully 
called, and ſent to execute 
the ſame. And thoſe we 


ought to judge lawfully 
called and ſent, which be 


choſen: and called to this 
Work by Men who have 


publick Authority given 
unto them in the Congre- 


gation, to call and ſend 


Miniſters into the Eord's 
Vineyard. 


ARTICLE XXIV. 


Of ſpeaking in the Congre- 


ation in ſuch a Tongue 
as the People underfland- 
_eth, | 


Ir is a thing plainly re- 


pugnant to the Word of 
God, and the Cuſtom of 
the Primitive Church, to 
have publick Prayer in the 


Church, or to Miniſter the 


Sacraments in a Tongue 
not underſtanded 
People. 


Order in Worſhip 
Diſcipline, which he hath 


of the 


and do willingly confent 
to walk together according 
to the Appointment of 
Chriſt, giving up them- 
ſelves to the Lord, and 
one to another by the Will 


of God, in profeſſed Sub- 


jection to the Ordinances 
of the Goſpel. 


Toeach of theſe Church- 


es thus gathered, according 
to his Mind declared in his 


Word, he hath given all 


that Power and Authority, 
which is any way needful 
for their carrying on that 
and 


inſtituted for them to ob- 
ſerve; with Commands 


right exerting and execu- 
ting of that Power. | 


and Rules for the due and 


A particular Church ga- 


thered, and compleatly 
organized, according to 


the Mind of Chriſt, con- 


fiſts of Officers, and Mem- 


bers; and the Officers ap- 


pointed by Chriſt to be 
choſen and ſet apart by 


gathered) for the peculiar Adminiſtration of Ordinances, 


and Execution of Power, or Duty, which he intruſts 


them with, or calls them to, to be continued to the 


CONs, | 


end of the World, are Biſhops, or Elders, and Dea- 


The way appointed by Chriſt for the Calling of any 
Perſon, fitted and gifted by the Holy Spirit, unto the 


Office 


the Church (ſo called and 
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Office of Biſhop, or Elder, in a Church, is, that he 
be choſen thereunto by the common Suffrage of the 
Church itſelf, and folemnly ſet apart by Faſting and 


Prayer, with Impoſition of Hands of the Elderſhip of 
the Church, if there be any before conſtituted "fog | 


in: And of a Deacon, that he be choſen by the like 
Suffrage, and ſet apart by Prayer, and the like Im- 


poſition of Hands. 


The Work of Paſtors being conſtantly to attend the 


Service of Chriſt in his Churches, in the Miniſtry of 


the Word and Prayer, with watching for their Souls, 
as they that muſt give an Account to him; it is in- 


cumbent on the Churches to whom they miniſter, not 


only to give them all due reſpect, but alſo to com- 
municate to them of all their good Things according 
to their Ability, ſo as they may have a comfortable 


Supply, without being themſelves entangled in ſecular 


Affairs; and may alſo be capable of exerciſing Hoſpi- 


rality towards others; and this is required by the Law 
of Nature, and by the expreſs Order of our Lord Jeſus, 
Who hath ordained, that they that preach the Goſpel 


ſhould live of the Goſpel. 

Although it be incumbent on the Biſhops or Paſtors 
of the Churches, to be inſtant in preaching the Word, 
by way of Office; yet the Work of Preaching the 


Word, is not ſo peculiarly confined to them; but 


that others allo, gifted and fitted by the Holy Spirit 


for it, and approved and called by the Church, may 
and ought to perform ir. 


As all Believers are bound to join themſelves to par- 


ticular Churches, when and where they have Oppor— 


tunity ſo to do; ſo all that are admitted unto the Pri- 


vileges of a Church, are alſo under the Cenſures and 
Government thereof, according to the Rule of Chriſt. 


No Church-Members upon any Offence taken by 


them, having performed their Duty required of them 
towards the Perſon they are offended at, ought to di- 
ſturb any Church Order, or abſent themſelves from 
the Aſſemblies of the Church, or Adminiſtration of any 
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Ordinances, upon the Account of ſuch Offence at any 
of their fellow Members; but to wait upon e in 
the further proceeding of the Church. 

As each Church, and all the Members of it, are bound 
to pray continu, ally for the Good and Proſperity of all 
the Churches of Chriſt, in all Placesz and upon all 
Occaſions to further it (every one within the Bounds 
of their Places, and Callings, in the Exerciſe of their 


Gifts and Graces) ſo the Churches (when planted by 


the Providence of God, ſo as they may enjoy Oppor- 


tunity and Advantage for it) ought to hold Commu- 
nion amongft themtelves for their Peace, Increaſe of 


Love, and mutual Edification. 
In Caſes of Difficulties or Differences, either in Point 


of Doctrine or Adminiſtration, wherein either the 


Churches in general are concerned, or any one Church, 
in their Peace, Union, and Edification; or any Mem- 
ber or Members of any Church are injured, in or by 
any Proceedings in Cenſures not agreeable to Truth 
and Order: It is according to the Mind of Chriſt, 


that many Churches holding Communion together, do 


by their Meſſengers meet to conſider and give their 
Advice in or about that Matter in Difference, to be 


| reported to all the Churches concerned; howbeit theſe 
Meſſengers aſſembled are not entruſted with any 

Church-Power, properly ſo called; or with any Ju- 
riſdiction over the Churches themſelves, to exerciſe any 


Cenſures, either over any Churches or Perſons; or to 


impoſe their Determination on the Churches, or Ot- 


ficers. Baptijt. Confelſ. pag. 85. 


Diſſenter; AxTieLE. 
Of the Communion of Saints. 


Al Saints that are united to Jeſus Chriſt their Mead, 


by his Spirit and Faith; although they are not made 
thereby one Perfon with him, have Fellowſhip in his 


Graces, Sutferings, Death, Reſurrection and Glory 
and being united to one another in Love, they have 
Commu- 
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Communion in each others Gifts and Graces, and are 


obliged to the Performance of ſuch Duties, publick 


and private, in an orderly way, as do conduce to 


their mutual good, both in the inward and outward 


Man. 


Saints by Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an holy 
Fellowſhip and Communion in the Worſhip of God, 
and in performing ſuch other ſpiritual Services, as 
tend to their mutual Edification 3 as alſo in relieving 


each other in outward Things, according to their ſe- 


veral Abilities and Neceſſities; which Communion, 
according to the Rule of the Goſpel, though eſpecially 
to be exerciſed by them, in the Relations wherein they 
ſtand, whether in Families or Churches; yet as God 
offereth Opportunity, is to be extended to all the houſ- 
hold of Faith, even all thoſe who in every Place cal! 
upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus ; nevertheleſs their 
Communion one with another as Saints, doth not take 
away, or infringe the Title or Propriety, which each 
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ARTICLE KNV-: 
Of the Sacraments. 


Sacraments ordained of 


Chriſt, be not only Badges 
or Tokens of Chriſtian 
Mens Profeſſion ; but ra- 
ther they be certain ſure 
Witneſſes, and effectual 


Signs of Grace, and God's 


good Will towards us, by 


the which he doth work 
inviſible in us, and doth 


not only quicken, but alſo 


ſtrengthen and confirm our 
Faith in him. 


There 


Man hath in his Goods and Poſſeſſions. Bapt. Confeſſ. 


| Difſenters A&TICLE. 


Of Baptiſm and the Lord's 


Supper. 


Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper are Ordinances of 
poſitive and ſovereign In- 


ſtitution; appointed by 
the Lord Jeſus the only 


Law. giver, to be conti- 


nued in his Church to the 


end of the World. 


Theſe holy Appoint- 
ments are to be admini- 
ſtred by thoſe only who 


are qualified and thereunto 
ES: called 


a 
There are two Sacra- called according to the 
ments ordained of Chriſt Commiſſion ef Chriſt. 


to our Lord in the Goſpel, Bapt. Conf. pag. 96. 
rd char is to ſav, Baptiſm and | GS] 

the Supper of the Lord. 
ly Thoſe five commonly called Sacraments, that! is to 
d, ſay, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and 
as Extreme Un&ion; are not to be counted for Sacra- 


ng Y ments of the Goſpel, being ſuch as have grown partly 
le- of the corrupt following of the Apoſtles, partly are 


N, States of Life allowed in i the Scriptures ; but yet have 
Ily not like nature of Sacraments with Baptiſm and the 
cy Lord's Supper, for that they have not any viſible Sign 
od or Ceremony ordained of God. 
u- The Sacraments were not ordained of Chriſt to be 
all“ gaꝛzed upon, or to be carried about, but that we ſnould 
eir duly uſe them. And in ſuch only as worthily receive 
ke the ſame, they have a wholſome Effect or Operation; 
ch hut they that receive them unworthily, purchaſe o 
eſ. themſelves Damnation, as St. Paul 1 aith, 
Arr e Xxx J. 07 the Une ima; of the Mi- 
A niſters, which hinders not the Effet of the Sacra- 
d's ments. 
| Although in the viſible Church the Evil be ever 
d's mingled with the Good, and ſometime the Evil have 
of chief Authority in the Miniſtration of the Word and 
In- Sꝛcraments: yet foraſmuch as they do not the ſame 
by in their own Name, but in Chriſt's, and do miniſter 
ily by his Commiſſion and Authority, we may uſe their 
tl Miniſtry, - both in hearing the Word of God, and in 
he the receiving of the Sacraments. Neither is the Effect 
of Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by their Wickedneſe, 
nt- nor the Grace of God's Gifts dimiſhed from ſuch, as 
ni- by Faith, and rightly do receive the Sacraments mi— 
ho niſtred unto! them, which be effectual, becauſe of 
to Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promiſe, ene they be mi- 
ed - niſtred by evil Men. 


E . 8 


1 

Communion in each others Gifts and Graces, and are 
obliged to the Performance of ſuch Duties, publick 
and private, in an orderly way, as do conduce to 
their mutual good, both in the inward and outward 
_ Man. „ 
Saints by Profeſſion, are bound to maintain an holy 
Fellowſhip and Communion in the Worſhip of God, 
and in performing ſuch other ſpiritual Services, as 
tend to their mutual Edification 3 as alſo in relieving 
each other in outward Things, according to their ſe- 
veral Abilities and Neceſſities; which Communion, 
according to the Rule of the Goſpel, though eſpecially 
to be exerciſed by them, in the Relations wherein they 
ſtand, whether in Families or Churches; yet as God 
offereth Opportunity, is to be extended to all the houſ- 
hold of Faith, even all thoſe who in every Place cal! 
upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus ; nevertheleſs their 
Communion one with another as Saints, doth not take 
away, or infringe the Title or Propriety, which each 
Man hath in his Goods and Poſſeſſions. Bapt. Confeſ. 
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ARTICLE XXV. Diſſenters ARTICLE. 


Of the Sacraments. 


Sacraments ordained of 
Chriſt, be not only Badges 
or Tokens of Chriſtian 
Mens Profeſſion z but ra- 
ther they be certain ſure 
Witneſſes, and effectual 
Signs of Grace, and Gods 
good Will towards us, by 
the which he doth work 
inviſible in us, and doth 


not only quicken, but alſo 


ſtrengthen and confirm our 
Faith in him. 


There 


Of Baptiſm and the Lord's 


Supper. 


_ - Baptiſm and the Lord's 


Supper are Ordinances of 
poſitive and ſovereign In- 


ſtitution; appointed by 


the Lord Jeſus the only 
Law-giver, to be conti- 
nued in his Church to the 
end of the World. 


Theſe holy Appoint- 


ments are to be admini- 


ſtred by thoſe only who 


are qualified and thereunto 
| | called 


ments ordained of Chriſt Commiſſion 


1254 
There are two Sacra- called according to the 
of Chriſt. 
our Lord in the Goſpel, Bapt. Conf. pag. 96. 
chat is to ſav, Baptiſm and 
the Supper of the Lord. 

Thoſe five commonly called Sacraments, that is to 
ſay, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and 
Extreme Unction, are not to be counted for Sacra- 
ments of the Goſpel, being ſuch as have grown partly 
of the corrupt following of the Apoſtles, partly are 
States of Life allowed in i the Scriptures ; but yet have 
not like nature of Sacraments with Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, for that they have not any viſible Sign 
or Ceremony ordained of God. 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Chriſt to be 
gazed upon, or to be carried about, but that we ſhould 
duly uſe them. And in ſuch only as worthily receive 
the ſame, they have a wholſome Effect or Operation; 
but they that receive them unworthily, purchaſe to 


themſelves Damnation, as St. Paul ſaith, Th 


AnrierE XXVI. Of the Unworthineſs of the Mi- 


niſters, which binders not the Efer of the Sacra- 
ments, 


Although” in the viſible Church the Evil be ever 
mingled with the Good, and ſometime the Evil have 
chief Authority in the Miniſtration of the Word and 


Sacraments: yet foraſmuch as they do not the ſame 
in their own Name, but in Chriſt's, and do miniſter _ 


by kis Commiſſion and Authority, we may uſe their: 
Miniſtry, both in hearing the Word of God, and in 
the receiving of the Sacraments. - Neither is the Effect 
of Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by their Wickedneſe, 


nor the Grace of God's Gifts dimiſhed from ſuch, as 


by Faith, and rightly do receive the Sacraments mi- 


niſtred unto them, which be effectual, becauſe of 


Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promile, although they be mi- 
mired by evil Men, 
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Nevertheleſs, it appertaineth to the Diſcipline of 

the Church, that Enquiry be made of evil Miniſters, 

and that they be accuſed by thoſe that have Know- 

ledg E of their Offences : and finally, being found 
alt by juſt Judgment be depoſed. 


AR TICLE XXVII. 
0 Baptiſm. 


Baptiſm is not only a 
Sign of Profeſſion, and 
Mark of Difference, 


whereby Chriſt ian Men are 


diſcerned from others that 


be not chriſtned; but it 


is alſo a Sign of Regene- 
ration, or New Birth, 
whereby, as by an Inſtru- 
ment, they that receive 
Bap iſm rightly, are graft- 
ed into the Church: The 


Promiſes of the Forgive- 


ne ſs of Sin and of our A dop- 


tion tO be the Sons of God, 


by the Holy Ghoſt, are 
viſibly ſigned and ſealed : 


Fai h is confirmed, and 
Gra ce increaſed, by vertue 
of Prayer unto God. The 
Ba x iſm of young Children 
is I n any wie to be retain- 

ed in the Church, as moſt 


agreea ble with the Inſtitu- 


tion of Chriſt. 


Diiſenters ARTICLE. 
Of Deptt. 


| Baptiſm i is an Ordinance 
of the New Teſtament, 
ordained by Jeſus Chriſt, 


to be unto the Party bap- 


tiſed, a Sign of his Fel- 


lowſhip with him in his 
Death and Reſurrection ; 
of his being engrafted into 
him ; of Remiſſion of 
Sins ; 
up unto God through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to live and 
walk in Newneſs of Life. 

Thoſe who do actually 
profeſs Repentance to- 


wards God, Faith in, and 


Obedience to our Lord 
Jeſus, are the only pro- 


per Subjects of this Ordi- 


nance. 
The outward Element 


to be uſed in this Ordi- 
Hance is Water, wherein 


the Party is to be baptiſed, 


in the Name of the Fa- 


cher, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 


Immerſion, or r dipping of the Perſon in Water, is 


neceſſary to the due Adminiſtration of Unis Ordmance, A 
Bape. Co nſell. pag. 97. 


Hom, 


and of his giving 


. 

Rom, vi. 3, 4. Know ye not, that ſo many of us as 
were baptiſed into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptiſed into bis 
Death ? Therefore we are buried with him by Baptiſm 
into bis Death : That like as Chriſt was raiſed up from 
the Dead by the Glory of the Father, even ſo alſo we 
ſhould walk in newneſs of Life, Col. ii. 12. Buried 
with him in Baptiſm, wherein alſo you are riſen with 


bim, through the Faith of the Operation of God, who | 


hath raiſed him from the Dead. Gal. iii. 27. For as 
many of you as have been baptiſed into Chriſt, have put 
on Chriſt, Mark i. 4, John did baptiſe in the Wilder- 
neſs, and preach the Repentance for the Remiſſion of 
Sins, Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and is baptiſed, 


ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not, ſhall be dam- 


ned. Acts viii. 36, 37, 38. And as they went on their 
Way, they came unto a certain Water : And the Eunuch 
ſaid, See, here is Water; what doth hinder me to be 
baptized? And Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt with all 

thine Heart, thou mayeſt. And he anſwered and ſaid, 
believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God. And he 


commanded the Chariot to ſtand flill : and they went 


down both into the Water, both Philip and the Eunuch; 


and be baptiſed him, Matth. xxvili. 19. Go ye there- 
= fore, and teach. all Nations, baptiſing them in the 
Mame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Ghoſt, Matth. iii. 16. And Feſus, when he was 
baptiſed, went up ſtreigbtway out of the Water: And 


0, the Heavens were opened unto him, aud he ſaw the 
© SOpirit of God deſcending like a Dove, and lighted upon 


bim. John iii. 23. And John alſo was baptiſed in Enon, 
near to Salim, becauſe there was much Water there: 
Aud they came and were baptiſed. 1 
In this Article our Independant and Presbyterian 
Brethren differ with us, in the Subjects and the Mode 
of Baptiſm, which we muſt maintain, becauſe we 
know we have the Scriptures Proofs for it; but 
they have none for ſprinkling of Infants: And if an 
Heir was to prove his Right to his Father's Inheritance, 
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he would judge it the beſt and ſafeſt way to ſtick 


to the Words in the Will, 


than by ſome Conjectures, 


which comes not up to a good Proof, but left a Scru- 


ple upon his Mind. 


But it ſeems very odd to me, that the Clergy are ſo 
tenacious to ſupport the Sprinkling of Infants, which 
they have but a conjectural Proof for, and depart 


from the 17th Article of Predeſtination and Election, 


that is ſo ſtrongly ſupported by very many Scriptures, 


Arzrticts XXVIII. 
OF ihe Lord's Supper. 


The Supper of the Lord 


is not only a Sign of the 


Love that Chriſtians ought 


to hive among themſelves 
one to another; but ra- 
ther it is a Sacrament of 


our Redemption byChriſt's 


Death: Inſomuch that to 
ſuch as rightly, worthily, 


and with Faith receive the 
ſame, the Bread which we 


break, is a partaking of 
the Body of Chriſt; and 
likewiſe the Cup of Bleſ- 


ling, is a partaking of the 


Blood of Chritt. 


Tranſubſtantiation (or 
the Change of the Sub- 
ſtance of Bread and Wine) 
in the Supper of the Lord, 
cannot be proved by holy 


Writ; but it is repugnant, 
to the plain Words of 


overthroweth 


Scripture, 
the 


that ſhine as a Sun Beam to ſupport it. 


Diſſenters ARTICLE. 
O the Lord's Supper. 


Our Lord Jeſus in the 
Night wherein he was he- 
trayed, inſtituted the Sa- 
crament of his Body and 
Blood, called the Lord's 


Supper, to be obſerved in 
his Churches unto the end 


of the World, for the per- 
petual Remembrance, and 
ſhewing forth of the Sa- 


crifice of himſelf in his 


Death, the ſealing of all 
Benefits thereof unto true 


Behevers, their ſpiritual 


Nouriſhment and Growth 


in kim, their further In- 
gagement in and to all 
owe. 


Duties which they 
unto him, and to be a Bond 


and Pledge of their Com- 
munion with him, and 


with each other. 
In this Sacrament Chriſt 


is not offered up to his 


Father 
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Manner. 


the Nature of a Sacrament, 
and hath given occaſion to 
many Superſtitions. 
The Body of Chriſt is 
riven, taken, and eaten 
in the Supper only after 
an heavenly and ſpiritual 
And the mean 
whereby the Body of Chriſt 
Is received and eaten in 
the Supper is Faith. 
The Sacrament of the 


Lord's Supper was not by 


Chriſt's Ordinance reſer- 
ved, carried about, lifted 
up or worſhipped, 


ARTICLE XXIX. 
Of the Wicked, which eat 


not the Body of Chriſt 


in the Uſe of the Lord's 
Sander, 


The Wicked, and ſuch 
as be void of a lively Faith, 

although they do carnally 

preſs with their 


and viſibly 
Teeth (asSt. Auguſtinelaith) 


the Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt : Yet 


in no wile are they Parta- 


kers of Chriſt, but rather 
to their Condemnation do 
eat and drink the Sign or 
Sacrament of fo great a 


| thing. 


ARTICLE 


[ 29 þ 


Father, nor any real Sa- 


crifice made at all for Re- 
miſſion of Sin of the Quick 
or Dead, but only a Me- 
morial of that one Offer- 
ing up of himſelt by him- 
ſelf upon the Croſs once 
for all, and a ſpiritual 


Oblation of all poſſible 


Praiſe unto God for the 
ſame ; ſo that the Popiſh 


Sacrifice of the Maſs (as 
they call it) is moſt a- 


bominable, injurious to 
Chriſt's own Sacrifice the 
alone Propitiation for all 
the Sins of the Elect. 
The Lord Jeſus hath in - 


this Ordinance appointed 


his Miniſters to pray and 
bleſs the Elements of Bread 
and Wine, and thereby to 


ſet them apart from a com- 


mon to an holy Uſe, and 


to take and break the 


Bread, to take the Cup, 
and (they communicating, 
alſo themſelves) to give 
both to the Communicants, 
but to none who are not 
then preſent in the Con- 
gregation. 

Private Maſſes, or re- 
ceiving the Sacrament by 
a Prieſt, or any other alone, 


as likewiſe the Denial of 
the Cup to the People, 


worſhipping the Elements, 
the 
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ArTICLE XXX. 
Of beth Kinds. 


The Cup of the Lord 
is not to be denied to the 
Lay-People : For both the 


Parts of the Lord's Sacra- 


the lifting them up, or car- 
ry them about for Adora- 
tion, and the reſerving 
them for any pretended 
religious Uſe, are all con- 
trary to the Nature of this 
Sacrament, and to the In- 


all Chriſtian Men alike. 


Nature of the Sacrament, 


ſtitution of Chriſt. 
The outward Elements 
in this Sacrament duly ſet 


apart to the Uſes ordained 
by Chrift, have ſuch Re- 


ment, by Chriſt's Ordi- 
nance and Commandment, 
ought to be miniſtred to 


lation to him crucified, as that truly, yet ſacramenta]ly 


only, they are ſometimes called by the Name of the 
things they repreſent, to wit, the Body and Blood of 


Chriſt ; albeit in Subſtance and Nature they ſtill re- 


main truly and only Bread and Wane, as they were 
before. 


That Doctrine which maintains a Chang of the 


Subſtance of Bread and Wine, into the Subſtance of 
_ Chriſt's Body and Blood (commonly called Tranſub- 


ſtantiation) by Conſecration of a Prieſt, or by any 
other way, 1s repugnant not to Scripture alone, but 
even t) common Senſe and Reaſon, over-throweth the 


latries, 

Worthy Receivers outwardly partaking of the viſi- 
ble Elements in this Sacrament, do then alſo inwardly 
by Faith, really and indeed, yet not carnally and cor- 
porally, but ſpiritually, receive and feed upon Chriſt 


crucified, and all Benefits of his Death; the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt being then not corporally or 8 6 in, 
with, or under the Bread or Wine; yet as really, but 
ſpiritually preſent to the Faith of Believers in that Or- 


dinance, as the Elements themſelves are to their out- 
ward Senſes. 


All ignorant and ungodly Perfons, as they are unfit 


and hath been, and is the 
cauſe of manifold Superſtitiqns, yea, of groſs Ido- 


to enjoy Communion with Chriſt, 1 are they unwor- 
thy 
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Of the one Oblation of 


Bi 
thy of .the Lord's Table, and cannot without great 
Sin againſt him, whilſt they remain ſuch, partake of 


theſe holy Myſteries, or be admitted thereunto; yea, 


whoſoever ſhall receive unworthily, are guilty of the 


2 Body and Blood of the Lord, eating and drinking 


judgment to themſelves. Indep. Conf. p. 90. 

1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 26. For I have received of tbe 
Lord, that which alſo I delivered unto you, that the 
Lord Jeſus, the ſame Night in which be was betrayed, 
took Bread: and when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body, which is bro- 
ken for you: This do in Remembrance of me. After 


= ;b; ſame manner alſo he took the Cup, when he had ſup- 


ped, ſaying, This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood: 
This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in Remembrance 0 

me. 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. The Cup of Bleſſing which we 
bleſs, is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? 


Tue Bread which we break, is it not the Communion 


of the Body of Chriſt ? For wwe being many are one Bread, 
and one Body: For we are all Partakers of that one 
Bread. Mat. xxvi. 26, 27. And as they were eating, 


Jeſus took bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave 


:t to the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat; this is my 
Body. And he took the Cup, and gave Thanks, and 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it : Far this 
is my Blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for 


1 many for the Remiſſion of Sins. 


ARTICLE XXXI. Difſenters ARTICLE. 
The Lord Jeſus by his 
perfect Obedience and Sa- 
HY drifice of himſelf, which 
The Offering of Chriſt he, through the eternal Spi- 


_ Chriſt finiſhed upon the 


_ Croſs. 


once made, is that perfect rit, once offered up unto 


both originaland actual, 


Redemption, Propitiation, 
and Satisfaction for all the 
Sins of the whole World, 


and 


God, hath fully ſatisfied 


the Juſtice of God, pro- 
cured Reconciliation, and 
purchaſed an everlaſting 
Inhe 
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and there is Tine other Sa- 


tisfaction for Sin but that 
alone. 


Wherefore the Sa- 
crifices of Maſſes, in the 
which it was commonly 
ſaid, 


and the Dead, to have Re- 
miſſion of Pain or Guilt, 


were blaſphemous Fables, 


and dangerous Deceits. 
Here I cannot but take 
notice of the Weakneſs of 
very many of the Clergy, 
which take this Article in 
ſuch a lärge Senſe, as to 
maintain, that every Son 


and Daughter of Adam 


was redeemed by the Death 
of Chriſt; and yet ſub- 
ſeribe to the 15th Article 
of Predeſtination and Elec- 


tion; but af we trace the 
Writers of this Church tor 


a hundred Years ago, 
that they 


had other Sentiment; as 


you will find, 


we may fee in their pious 
Labours. See Mr. Edward 
Elton, of St. Mary 4. 
dalen's, Bermondſey, 


that the Prieſt did 
offer Chriſt for the Quick 


Inheritance in the King- 
dom of Heaven, for all 
thoſe whom the Father 


hath given unto him. 
To all thoſe for whom 


Chriſt hath obtained eter- 


nal Redemption, he doth 
certainly and effectually 
apply and communicate 
the ſame; making Inter- 
ceſſion for them, uniting 
them to himflf by his 


Spirit, revealing unto them, 
in and by the Word, 
Myſtery 
perſwading them to be- 
lieve and obey, govern- 


the 
of Salvation; 


ing their Hcarts by his 
Spirit; and over-ruling all 
their Enemies by his al- 
mighty Power and Wiſ⸗ 


dom, in ſuch manner and 
ways as are moſt conſo- 
nant to his wonderful, and 


unſearchableDiſpenſation ; 


and all of free and abſo- 
lute Grace, without any 
Condition foreſeen in them 


to procure it. Bapt. var 


Pag. 31. 


Rom. viii. 29. Pag. 40. 1 he thus fü © « This 
» ſerves,to diſcover the Error of that Opinion held by 


« ſome, that the Work of Redemption wrought” by 


« Chrift is univerſal ; that Chriſt died for all general- 
iy without Exception; and that ſome, notwithſtand- 


ing, are not ſaved; they ſay, it is through their 


* own Default, becauſe they will not. Beſides the 
Error of this Poſition, it makes che Sin of Man, 
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« Death, and Hell, ſtronger than Chriſt ; at leaſt, 
« God's Purpoſe variable, and ſubject to Man's Will: 
Which are foul Errors; beſides, it cannot ſtand 
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with the Truth now delivered; for, if Predeſtina- 
tion to eternal Life be not untverſal, if it reacheth not 


to every Perſon in the World; then, certainly, 


Chriſt died not for all, and every one: For his 
Death was not effectual for all and every one; for the 
Scriptures are plain, that Chriſt died only for God's 


Elect, and that he is the Saviour of his Church, and 


of his Body, Epb. v. 23. and, that he only redeem- 
ed his Church, by his Blood, "AG; xx. 28, I know 
the Exception of the Arminians his Church, ſay they, 
is viſible, wherein are Elect and Reprobate, Belie- 


vers and Unbelievers. Now this Exception the Apo- 
ſtle refutes, Epb. v. 25. he faith, Chriſt gave him- 
ſelf for his Church : And then ſubjoins by way of 


Explication, what he means by the Word Church, 
Jer. 26, 27. namely, that Church that be ſanctiſieb 


and cleanſeth, by the waſhing of Water, through the 


Word; and, that he makes to himſelf a glorious Church, 
not having Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, But 
it ſhould be holy and without Blame: Which muſt. 
needs be underſtood of the inviſible Church, and of 
the Ele&t of God only; and, therefore, univerſal 
Redemption wrought by Chriſt, touching the real 
Efficacy of it, is but a Device of Man's Brain; and 
we ſhall find it a deceiving ground of Comfort, it 
we reſt on this, that Chriſt died for all. And if thou 
haſt no better ground of Comfort in the time of need 


(as, indeed, many have not) thou ſhalt find it will 


deceive thee ; and when thy Conſcience ſhall be 


awakened and diſtreſſed, it will be ready to exempt 


thee from the Benefit of Redemption; and will then 
tel] thee, Chriſt, indeed, died for all, if all would 
receive him; but thou, by thy Sin, hath cut thy ſelf 
off, and, therefore, the Benefit of his Death belongs 
not to thee, and it will do thee no good. Learn, 


therefore, to renounce it as erroneous and talle, and 
by * 3 
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ca deceiving Ground of Comfort, that Chriſt died for 
© all, and that the real Efficacy of his Death belongs 
to all. 4 

Thus you ſee this great Light of the Church of Eng- 
land, underſtood the Article in the ſenſe that we take 
it in. | 

Here let me put theſe three Queſtions, Whether our 
dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt died for all the Sins of all Men? 


or, ſome of the Sins of all Men? or, all the Sins of | 


ſome Men? If you fay, he died for all the Sins of all 
Men; then muſt all Men be diſcharged by virtue of 
that Satisfaction given to the Jultice of God for them : 
If you ſay, he did die for ſome of the Sins of all Men; 
then have all Men ſome Sins to aton:: for; then, as 
holy David ſaith, Lord, if thou ſhouidſt mark Iniqui- 
ty againſt us, 0 Lord, who can ſtand? But if you 


tay, al the Sins of ſome Men; then we are one with | 


you, and the nds ends, 


AR r ICLE XXXII. 


Of the Marriage of f Fn reſts 5 


Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons, are not com- 
manded by God's Law, 
either to vow the Eſtate 


of ſingle Life, or to 
abſtain from Marriage : 


Therefore it is lawful for 


them, as for all other 


Chriſtian Men, to marry 
at their own Diſcretion, as 


they ſhall judge the ſame 
to ſerve better to God- 
lineſs. 


It is lawful for all Sorts 


Diſenters ARTICLE, 
Of Marriage. 


Marriage is to be be- 


tween one Man and one 


Woman; neither is it law- 


ful for any Man to have 


more than one Wife, nor 


for any Woman to have 


4 WIS Sen RE 1 
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more than one Husband = 


at the ſame time. 
Marriage was ordained 
for the mutual Help of 
 Husband and Wife, for 
the Increaſe of Mankind, 
with a legitimate Iſſue, and 
for preventing of Unclean- 
neſs. 


of People to marry, who 


are able with Judgment to give their Conſent; yet it 
is 
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is the Duty of Chriſtians to marry in the Lord, and 


therefore ſuch as profeſs the true Religion, ſhould not 


marry with Infidels or Idolaters; neither ſhould ſuch 
as are godly be unequally yoked, by marrying with 
ſuch as are wicked in their Life, or maintain damna- 
ble Hereſy. 

Marriage ought not to be within the Degrees of 
Conſanguinity, or Affinity forbidden in the Word; 
nor can ſuch inceſtuous Marriage ever be made lawful, 
by any Law of Man or Conſent of Parties, fo as thoſe 
Perſons may live together as Man and Wife. 


What Articles we have now to po againſt thoſe of the 
Church of England, are not juſt of the ſame Nature 
with them. | 


ARTICLE XXXIIL Diſſenters AnTicLE. 
Of ExcommunicatePerſons, Of Religious Worſhip, and 


bow they are to be a- 
voided. 


That Perſon which by 


open Denunciation of the 
Church, is rightly cut off 


from the Unity of the 
Church, and excommuni- 


5 cated, ought to be taken 


of the whole Multitude of 
the Faithful, as an Hea- 
then and Publican, until 
he be openly reconciled by 
Penance, and received in- 
to the Church by a Judge 
that hath Authority there- 
unto, 


the Sabbath Day. 


The Light of Nature 
ſhews that there is a God, 
who hath Lordſhip and 


Sovereignty over all; is 


Juſt, good, and doth good 


unto all; and is therefore 
to be feared, loved, praiſ- 
ed, called upon, truſted 
in, and ſerved, with all 
the Heart, and all the 
Soul, and with all the 


Might. But the accepta- 


ble way of Worſhipping 


the true God, is inſtituted. 


by himſelf; and fo limi- 


ted by his own revealed 


Will, that he may not be worſhipped according to the 


Imaginations, and Devices of Men, or the Suggeſtions 


of 


F 2 
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of Satan, under any viſible Repreſentations, or any 
Other way not preſcribed in the Holy Scriptures. 

Religious Worſhip is to be given to God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and to him alone; not to An- 
gels, Saints, or any other Creatures; and ' ſince the 
Fall, not without a Mediator, nor in the Mediation 
of any other but Chriſt alone. N 
Prayer with Thankſgiving, being one ſpecial Part 
of natural Worſhip, is by God required of all Men. 
But that it may be accepted, it is to be made in the 
Name of the Son, by the help of the Spirit, accor- 


ding to his Will; with Underſtanding, Reverence, 
Humility, Fervency, Faith, Love and Perſeverance; 


and when with others, in a known Tongue. 
Prayer is to be made for Things lawful, and for all 
ſorts of Men living, or that ſhall live hereafter 3 but 
not for the Dead, nor for thoſe of whom it may be 
known that they have ſinned the Sin unto Death. 
The reading of the Scriptures, preaching, and hear- 


ing the Word of God, teaching and admoniſhing one 
another in Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, ſing- __ 
ing with Grace in our Hearts to the Lord; as alſo the * 
Adminiſtration of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, are 
all Parts of religious Worſhip of God, to be perform- 


ed in Obedience to him, with Underſtanding, Faith, 
| Reverence, and godly Fear; moreover ſolemn Humi- 


liation with Faſtings; and Thankſgiving upon ſpecial ; 


Occaſions, ought to be uſed in an holy and religious 
manner, nn 


Neither Prayer, nor any other Part of religious 


| Worſhip, is now under the Goſpel, tied unto, or 
made more acceptable by, any Place in which it is 
performed, or towards which it is directed; but God 
is to be worſhipped every where in Spirit and in Truth; 


as in private Families daily, and in ſecret each one 


by himſelf, ſo more ſolemnly. in the publick Aſſem- 
blies, which are not careleſly nor wilfully to be neg- 
lected or forſaken, when God by his Word or Pro- 
vidence calleth thereunto, e , 
Z 
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As it is of the Law of Nature, that, in general, 
a Proportion of Time, by God's Appointment, be 
ſet a-part for the Worſhip of God; . ſo, by his Word, 
in a poſitive, moral, and perpetual Commandment, 


„ 


"2? binding all Men in all Ages, he hath particularly ap- 
pointed one Day in ſeven for a Sabbath, to be kept 


3 : : Inn1 
2? holy unto him; which from the beginning of the 
! 


World to the Reſurrection of Chriſt, was the laſt 


Day of the Week; and from the Reſurrection of 


Chriſt, was changed into the firſt Day of the Week, 
which is called the Lord's-Day ; and is to be continu- 
ed to the end of the World, as the Chriſtian Sabbath; 
the Obſervation of the laft Day of the Week being 
aboliſhed. | | 4 
The Sabbath is then kept holy unto the Lord, when 
Men, after a due preparing, of their Hearts, and or- 
dering their common Affairs afore-hand, do not only 
obſerve an holy reſt all the Day from their own Works, 
Words, and Thoughts, about their worldly Employ- 
ment and Recreations ; but alſo are taken up the whole 
Time in the publick and private Exerciſes of his Wor- 
ſhip, and in the Duties of Neceſſity and Mercy. 
Bapt. Confeſſ. pag. 73. | e | 


ARTICLE XXXIV. Diſſenters ARTICLE. 


Of the Traditions of the Of the State of Man after 


Church, Death, and of the Re- 


ſurredtion of the Dead. 
It is not neceſſary that = 


3 Traditions and Ceremonies The Bodies of Men af- 
. be in all Places one, or ter Death return to Duſt 
utterly like; for at all and fee Corruption; but 


Limes they have been di- their Souls (which neither 
verſe, and may be chan- die nor ſleep) having an 


gecd according to the di- immortal Subſiſtence, im- 
verſity of Countries, Times mediately return to God 
and Mens Manners, ſo that who gave them: The 


; nothing be ordained againſt Souls of the Righteous be- 


3 God's Word, Whoſoever, ing then made perfect in 


thro? Holineſs, 
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thro? his private Judgment, 


willingly and purpoſely 


doth openly break the 
Traditions and Ceremonies 
of the Church, which be 
not repugnant to the Word 
of God, and be ordained 
and approved by common 
Authority, ought to be 
rebuked openly (that other 
may fear to do the like) 
as he that offendeth againſt 
the common Order of the 
Church, and hurteth the 
Authority of the Magi- 
| ſtrate, and woundeth the 
Conſciences of the weak 
Brethren. 

Every particular, or na- 
tional Church, hath Au- 


thority to ordain, change, 
and aboliſh Ceremonies or 


Rites of the Church, or- 
dained only by Man's Au- 
thority, fo that all things 
be done to edify ing. 


ARTICLE XXXV, 
Of  Homiltes. 


The ſecond Book of 


_ Homilies, the ſeveral Ti- 
tles whereof we have join- 
ed under this Article, doth 
contain a godly and whol- 
ſome Doctrine, and ne- 
ceſſary for theſe Times, 


as doth the former Book 


Holineſs, are received in- 
to Paradiſe where they are 
with Chriſt, and behold 


the Face of God in Light 
and Glory; waiting for 


the full Redemption of | © 

And the 
Souls of the Wicked are 
caſt into Hell, where they 
remain in Torment and 
utter Darkneſs, reſerved _ 
to the Judgment of the 


their Bodies: 


oreat Day : Beſides theſe 
two Places for Souls ſepa- 


rated from their Bodies, 5 
the Scripture acknowlege:h 4 


none. 


be changed; and all the 


Dead ſhall be raiſed up 


with the ſelf ſame Bodies, 
and none other ; although 
with different Qualities, 


which ſhall be united again 
to their Souls for ever. 


The Bodies of the un- 
juſt ſhall, by the Power 


of Chriſt, be raiſed to diſ- 
honour; the Bodies of the 
juſt by his Spirit unto ho- 
nour, and be made confor- 
mable to his own glorious 


Body. Bapt. Conſe ej]. pag. 
103. 


of Homilies, which were ſet "OR in the Time of Ed. 


ward the VI. and therefore we judge them to be read 3 


in 


At the laſt Day ſuch of i 
the Saints as are found 
alive ſhall not ſleep but 


[39] 
in Churches by the Miniſters, diligently and diſtinctly, 
that they may be underſtanded of the People. 


Of the Names of the Homilies. 


Of Prayer, 


ma OSS No 


Y 


. Of the right Uſe of the Church. 

Againſt Peril of Idolatry. 

Of repairing and keeping clean of Churches, 
Of good Works : Firſt, Of Faſting. 
Againſt Gluttony and Drunkenneſs. 

5 Exceſs of * 


. Of the Place and Time of Prayer. 
. That Common Prayers and Sacraments ought to bg 


miniſtred in a known Tongue. 
10. Of the reverent Eſtimation of God's Word. 


11. Of Alms-doing. 


12, Of the Nativity of Chriſt. 
13. Of the Paſſion of Chriſt. 
14. Of the Reſurrection of Chriſt. 
15. Of the worthy receiving of the Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
16. Of the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
17. For the Rogation Days. 
18, Of the State of Mairimony. 


19. Of Repentance, 
20. Againſt Idleneſs. 
21. Againſt Rebellion. 


ARTICLE XXXVI. 
Of the Conſecration of 
. and Miniſters, 


The Book of Conſecra- 


tion of Arch-biſhops and 
= Biſhops, and Ordering of 


=» Prieſts and Deacons, Jately 


; {ct forth in the Time of 


: La wars VI. and confirm- 


cd 


' Diſſenters ARTICLE, 
"Of. the laſt Judgment. 


God hath appointed a 


Day wherein he will judge 
the World in Righteouſ- 


neſs, by Jeſus Chriſt ; to 


whom all Power and Judg- 


ment is given of the Fa- 
ther; in which Day not 
only 


CR — — — 
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ed at the ſame Time by 


Authority of Parliament, 


only the apoſtate Angels 
ſhall be judged ; but like- 


doth contain all Things wile all Perfons that have 

neceſſary to ſuch Conſecra- lived upon the Earth, ſhall 
tion and Ordering; nei- appear before the Tribunal h 
ther hath it any thing of Chriſt; to give an Ac. | 1 
that of itſelf is ſuperſtitious count of their Thoughts, i 
and ungodly. And there- Words, and Deeds, and | 
fore, whoſoever are con- to receive according to 
ſecrated or ordered accor- what they have done in 
ding to the Rites of that the Body, whether good IT», 
Boox, ſince the ſecond or evil. i 
Year of the forenamed The end of God's Ap. > 3 
King Edward, unto this pointing this Day, is for te 
Time, or hereafter ſhall the Manifeſtation of the * 

be conſecrated or ordered Glory of his Mercy, in 

according to the ſame Rites, the Exernal Salvation of | tc 
we decree all ſuch to be the Elect ; and of his Ju- ( 
rightly, orderly, and law- ftice in the eternal Dam- © 
fully conſecrated and or- nation of the Reprobate, 
dered. Who are wicked and diſ- 4. 
obedient; for then ſhal! e 
the Righteous 90 into everlaſting Life, and receive p 
that fulneſs of Joy and Glory, with everlaſting Re-. 
ward in the Preſence of the Lord: But the Wick d! a 
who know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of Jetuw * 
_ Chriſt, ſhall be caſt into eternal Torments, and pu- ti. 
: niſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction, from the Preſence © 1, 
of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power. 4 
= Chriſt would have us to be certainly perſwaded q; 
that there ſhall be a Day of Judgment, both to deter 
all Men from Sin, and for the greater Conſolation of g 
the godly, in their Adverſity; "ſo will he have that P 
Day unknown to Men, that they may ſhake off all b,. 
carnal Security, and be always watchful, becauſe they © 
know not at what Hour, the Lord will come, and E 
may ever be prepared to fay, Come Lord Feſus, comet m 
quickly, Amen, Bapt, Confelſ. p. 105. 10 
. cl 
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3 
"of 
N 


dleſiaſtical or temporal, 
4 | and 


ArTICLE XXXVII. 
Of the Civil Magiſtrates. 


The King's Majeſty 
hath the chief Power in 
this Realm of England, 
and other his Dominions, 


unto whom the chief Go 


vernment of all Eſtates of 
this Realm, whether they 
be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
in all Cauſes doth apper- 


tain, and is not, nor ought 


to be ſubject to any 
reign Juriſdiction, 
Whereas we attribute 
to the King's Majeſty the 
chief Government, by 
which Titles we underſtand 
the Minds of ſome ſlan- 


fo- 


derous Folks to be offend- 
ed: We give not to our 


Princes the miniſtring ei- 


ther of God's Word, or 


of the Sacraments, the 
which Thing the Injunc- 
tions alſo lately ſet forth 


= by Elizabeth our _— 
3 do moſt plainly teſtify : 


But that only Prerogative 


Which we ſee to have been 
- given always to all godly 
Princes in holy Scriptures 
4 by God himſelf; that is, 
that they ſhould rule all 
Eſtates and Degrees com- 
mitted to their Charge by 
- God, whether they be ec- 


> £42] 


Diſſenters Ar TicLe. 
Of the Civil Magiſtrate, 


God, the ſupreme Lord 
and King of all the World, 


hath ordained Civil Magi- 


ſtrates to be under him, 
over the People tor his 
own Glory, and the pub- 
lick Good ; and to this 


end hath armed them with 


the Power of the Sword, 
tor Defence and Fncou- 


ragement of them that do 


good, and for th: Puniſh- 
ment of evil doers, 


It is lawful for Chri- 


ſtians to accept and exe- 
cute the Office of a Ma- 


giſtrate, when called there- 


unto; in the Management 
whereof, as they ought 


eſpecially to maintain Juſ- 
tice and Peace, according 
to the wholſome Laws of 
each Kingdom, and Com- 
monwealch: So for that 
end they may lawfully now 
under the New-Teftament 
wage War upon juſt and 
neceſſary Occaſions, 
Civil Magiſtrates being 


ſet up by God for the ends 


aforelaid ; in 


Subjection 


all lawtul Things com- 

manded by them, ought 

to be yeilded by us, in the 

Lord; not only for Wrath, 

but for Confcience 
© 


3 
ae 5 


and 
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and reſtrain with the Civil 
Sword the Stubborn and 


Evil-doers. 


The Biſhop of Rome 
hath no Juriſdiction in this 
Realm of England. 

The Laws of this Realm 
may puniſh Chriſtian Men 
with Death, for heinous 
and grievous Offences. 


and we ought to make 
Supplications and Prayers 
for Kings, and all that 
are in Authority, that un- 
der them we may live a 
quiet and peaceable Life, 
in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
neſty. Bapt. Confeſſ. p. 


81. 


It is lawful for Chriſtian Men, at the Command- 


ment of the Magiſtrate, 
ferve in the Wars. 


to wear Weapons, and 


ARrTICLE XXXVIIL 8 
of Chriſtian Mens Goods which are not common. 


The Riches and Goods of Chriſtians are not com- 
mon, as touching the Right, Title, and Poſſeſſion of 
the ſame, as certain Anabaptiſts do falſly boaſt. Not- 
withſtanding, every Man ought of ſuch Things as he 


ſſeſſeth, liberally to give Alms to the Poor, ACCOr- 


ding to his Ability. 


AR TICILE XXXIX. 


Of a Chriſtian Man's 


Oath, 


As we confeſs that vain 
and raſh Swearing is for- 


bidden Chriſtian Men by 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


Fames his Apoſtle: So we 
judge that Chriſtian Reli- 


gion doth not prohibit, 


but that a Man may ſwear 


when the Magiſtrate re- 


quireth, in a Cauſe of Faith 
and Charity, ſo it be done 


according 


 Diſſenters ARTICLE. 


Of lawful Oaths and Vows. © 


A lawful Oath 
Part of religious Worſhip, 


is a 


8 


wherein the Perſon ſwear⸗ 


ing in Truth, Righteouſ- 
nels, and Judgment 1o- 


lemnly calleth God to wit- FA 


neſs what he ſweareth, and 


the Truth or Falſeneſs 
thereof. 


The Name of God only 


is that by which Men ovght 
to 


to judge him according to 3 
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according to the Prophets to ſwear z and therein it is 


teaching, in Juſtice, Judg- to be uſed, with all holy 
ment, and Truth. Fear and Reverence, there- 
85 5 fore to ſwear vainly or 
raſhly by that glorious and dreadful Name; or to ſwear 
at all by any other thing, is ſinful and to be abhorred; 
yet as in matter of Weight and Moment for Confirma- 


tion of Truth, and ending all Strife, an Oath is war- 


ranted by the Word of God; ſo a lawful Oath being 
impoſed by lawful Authority in ſuch Matters, ought to 
be taken. one pop ang | 
Whoſoever taketh an Oath warranted by the Word 
of God, ought duly to conſider the Weightincſs of ſa 
ſolemn an Act; and therein to avouch nothing, but 
what he knoweth to be the Truth ; for that by raſh, 
falſe, and vain Oaths the Lord is provoked, and for 


them this Land mourns. 


An Oath is to be taken in the plain and common 


Senſe of the Words, without Equivocation, or mental 


Reſervation. 5 5 
A Vow which is not to be made to any Creature, 
but to God alone, is to be made and performed with 
all religious Care and Faithfulneſs: But Popiſh Mo- 
naſtical Vows, of perpetual ſingle Life, profeſſed Po- 
verty, and regular Obedience, are ſo far from being 
Degrees of higher Perfection, that they are ſuperſti- 
tious and ſinful Snares, in which no Chriſtian may in- 
tangle himſelf. Bapt. Conf. pag. 78. 15 8 
Thus, Reader, I have gone through what I promi- 
ſed; namely, to ſhew what a near Agreement there is 
between the Articles of the Church of Ergland, and 
thoſe of the Diſſenters: Let me, therefore, be per- 
mitted to ask, Ps 
1//, What prepoſterous Ignorance, or Malice, it. 


not both, is it for the People of the Church of England 


to declare (as many of them have) that they had ra- 
ther be Roman Catholicks, than Diſſenters? Surely, 
ſuch a Declaration plainly ſhews their Ignorance of the 
Articles of their own Church, as alſo thoſe of the Diſ- 

| 3 8 2 ſenters, 
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g ſenters, and their Agreement the one with the other 


| in all eſſential Points: And, I think, highly reflects 

| on the Miniſters of that Church for their Indolence, 

| as the rea! Cauſe thereof: Did they (as it is their 

| incumbent Duty) teach them their Articles, and preach 

| the Doctrines contained in them; I ſay, did they do 

| ſo, their People would not deſpiſe the Diſſenters as 

| they do, and prefer the Church of Rome before them, 

N which differs from them as far as Light from Darkneſs. 
| 240%, Secing the Agreement is ſo near, how ought 
| every Minifter and Member of the Church of England 

| moll heartily to love, and imbrace them, for keeping 

| up and maintaining, both in their Preachings and Wri- 
dings, thoſe bleſſed Truths of the Goſpel, ſo much de- 
1 Tpiſed by many of them. And further to confirm what 

| I have faid, take what that excellent and reverend Di- 

[ vine Dr. Yehn Edwards, late of the Univerſity of 

| Cambridge, hath ſaid, in the ſecond Part of his Preach- 
it er, pag. 153. he faith, And as to thoſe particu- 


lar Doctrines which I have recommended, I hum- 
bly beg of my Brethren that they would judge of 
them according to Scripture. And of every one of 
my Readers I requeſt this Favour, that they would 
be pleaſed to comply with my Deſire, ſo far as 


* 

* 

and lay them before them, and then take the A poſ- 

5 tolical Epiſtles into their Hands, and, having firſt 
put up their Prayers to God to enlighten their Minds, 

C 


5 and give them a right Underſtanding of theſe divine 
!} things, begin to read them with Attentiveneſs and 


Seriouſneſs. And before they have gone thro' the 
firſt Epiſtle, namely, that to the Romans, I queſtion 
not but they will find all theſe Doctrines plainly aſ- 
ſerted. And let them then proceed to the other 
Epiſtles, and attend to the doctrinal Part of them, 
and they will ackowledge that nothing is more plain 
and evident there, I importunately intreat the Rea- 
der to make this Experiment, and 1 doubt not of 
Succeſs by the Divine Goodneſs, 


** 


Let 


briefly to ſet down in Writing theſe five Doctrines, 
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« Let me beg of you, my Brethren, to bear it in 
your Minds that theſe are the Faith and Doctrine of 
the Church of England. And this Conſideration, 1 
hope, will prevail with you, tho' none of the reſt 

ſhould. The Doctrines of the Decrees, of Original 
Sin, of Juſtification by Faith alone, of the Imputa- 
tion of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, of the Neceſſity of 
ſupernatural Grace, are plainly delivered in the Ar- 
ticles, Liturgy, and Homilies of our Church, and 
in the Writings of her Biſhops and moſt eminent 
Churchmen, and heretofore of her whole Clergy. 
It is not the Church of England, but only a Party 
of Men (now unhappily the greateſt Part) that eſ- 

pouſes the contrary Doctrines : And yet as the Jews 
of old cried the Temple, the Temple, ſo theſe Men 
loudly talk of the Church, the Church of England, 
tho? at the ſame Time they vilify her Doctrines. 
Theſe Perſons ſhould be reminded, that to be of the 
Church of England is not only to obſerve her Rites 
and Diſcipline, but to own her Articles. It is not 

ſufficient that they are liberal and free in their Pro- 
feſſions of honouring our Church, if they forget to 

give Proof of the reality of it by aſſerting her pure 

Doctrines. What is the meaning of this, to ſtile our 
ſelves Sons of the Church of England, and yet to diſ- 
own our Mother, ſpeaking in the Articles and Ho- 
milies, and to ſlight and diſhonour the Memory of 
our Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, and of the reſt of the 
Clergy, who faithfully adhered to her Principles ? It 
is an unſufferable Boldneſs to uſurp the Name of 
Churchmen, yea, and to permit none to bear that 
Name but themſelves, and yet at the fame time to 
live in an open Deteſtation of ſome of the Doctrines 
of the Church. This is to abuſe the beſt Church in 
the World, and to ſhape it into what Form they 
tancy moſt. Theſe Men trame a Church out of their 
own Conceits, and then tell us that it is the Church 
of England, And if you will not hold as they hold, 
you are no Sons of the Church. A moſt groſs and 


© unpar- 
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unpardonable Affront to her! And thoſe good Pre. 
© lates who laid their Hands on theſe Men, may for- 
© ever repent of that Impoſition. © 

I know there is a great Cry among ſome Men of 
© late, that the Church is in Danger, that it is Falling, 
that its Ruin and Deſtruction are approaching. And 
I fay ſo too, but not as theſe Men underſtand it: 
My Meaning is that our Church is in great Jeopardy 7 
by reaſon of the late Degeneracy in Doctrines. The 
Orthodox Faith of the Church of England is difre- 
liſhed, its legally eftabliſh'd Articles are vilified, 
Our old Engliſb Divinity is rejected, and all our old 
epiſcopal Divines are diſregarded, But thoſe very 
Men who make that Outcry about the Church's Fal. 
ling, are the Authors of this Rejection and this Dil- 
regard. They are the Men that renounce the Ar- 
ticles and Determinations of our Church, and there- 
by ſhe is apparently endanger'd, and her Ruin ſeems 
not to be far off. But in the Senſe that they mean 
it (if they have any Senſe) it is a falſe Alarm, and a 
groundleſs Fear, and the Danger which they talk f, 
is imaginary. OD 55 — 
But if they be heartily and ſincerely deſirous that 
the Church of England ſhould be taken care of, ane 
that its Downfal ſhould be prevented (which is the 
Wiſh and Prayer of all good and wife Men) then 
they ſhould be ſollicitous that care may be taken, 
that the Governors and Rulers of the Church dif- 
charge their Office faithfully, that they ſpend their 
Revenues in that way that is honourable and chari- 
table, and ſerviceable to the Church; that they be 
not tainted with Nepotiſm, or with Simony, that 
their Officers and Servants do not ſqueeze and op- 
preſs the poor Clergy, and that they do not bear 
themſelves ſuperciliouſly or irreverently towards the 
reſt: That they ſhew their diſlike of Pluraliſts and 
Non-Reſidents: That they advance not thoſe to the 
Miniſtry who are Strangers to true Religion and the 
Deſien of Chriſtianity. To take care of the Church 
e 8 | | & 15 
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is not only to look after and ſecure the Glebe and 
the Tithes, the Profits and Revenuce, which is ne- 
ceſiary to be done, but to lee that the Clergy preach 
ſound Doctrine, and lead holy Lives: To fee that 
fit Labourcrs be placed in the Lord's V ineyard, and 
that they behave themſelves as Embaſſadors of Chriſt: 
To ſee that god) Diſcipline be reſtored, and Pro- 
phanenets and Impiety ſeverely check d: To ſee 
that the Worthip of God be maintained in its pu- 
rity: To ſee that the Sacraments be reverently ad- 
miniſtred, that none be admitted to the Lord's 
Supper, but ſuch whoſe Lives and Converſations 
declare their Fitneſs. 


This is to take care of the Church ; this 1s to ſe- 


cure it from Falling; this is to ſtudy its Welfare 
and Happineſs. All beſides this, which is talk'd 


of with a loud Cry for the Church of Englund, is 


mere Noiſe and Babble, And who would liſten to 
thoſe that talk ſo loud of the languiſhing, and even 
dying Condition of the Church of England, merely 
becauſe the Queen will not knock all the Diſſenters 
on the Head, and becauſe ſome of the Biſhops were 
not ſatisfied about paſſing the Bill againſt occaſional 
Conformity in the late Juncture ? T his Clamour is 
made uſe of only as a Blind, whilſt another Deſign. 
is carried on, which is really to deſtroy the Church 

of England and the Proteſtant Religion. For this 
we mult conclude upon, on deliberate „Thougnts, 


that the Church of England is not capable of being 


ſupported, but in that way which I 150 rich 
mention'd. Thoſe that talk of ſetting up the Church 
by any other Methods, are the Perſons that will ruin 
it. They may beltow upon themſelves the Title 
of Churckmen, but that doth not render their Cafe 
the better. There rere Hereticks that call'd them 
ſelves 1 And none make a greater Cry 


for the Church than the Romaniſss, Theſe Men 


will erect the Ch! ech, as thole that pretend to build 
the Temple th Nebemiab, and took it very ill 
« that 


Fi 1 
$ > 
EJ .? 
$11 
87 
8 


n — 
— * 


4 
C 
c 
c 
6 
8 
« 
* 
Cc 
£ 
o 


oc _wr 


= 
c 
* 
L 


5 
* 


[ 48 ] 


© that he would not admit of them, whoſe Deſign yet I 
was to hinder and obſtruct the rearing of that Build- 9 
ing. Theſe are for the Church as the Fewifh Zea- I 


lots afterwards were for theirs, and ſtickled very 


warmly for it, and yet they were the Men (as the 
© Jewiſh Hiſtorian acquaints us) that procured its De- 
ſtruction. One that wore a Miter, and is own'd _ ” 
by all the learned World to have deſerved it, was 
< pleaſed to ſay on ſuch an Occaſion as this“, If Phae. 
© tons drive the Chariot of the Sun, the World will le 
* ſoon on Fire. I mean ſuch in the Church whoſe Brains 


* like the Unicorns, run out into the Length of the Hory, 


ſuch who have more Fury than Zeal and yet more 
Zeal than Knowledre or Midiration. It is for the 


Safety and Intereſt of our Church to underſtand the 


Aim of theſe Men, and to remember that it was 
the attempting to ſet the Church (as well as the State) = 
too high, that was the Cauſe of its Fall in King 


Charles the Firſt's Reign. It can't be denied that 


they were Churchmen and Conformiſts that helped to 
pull it down, when they ſaw that it exalted it ſclt 
too furiouſly, and began to make ſome Approaches f 
to High Church, that upon the Seven Hills. 


And, pag. 180, he ſays, In the Nature of the 


Thing it ſelt, we cannot but acknowledge that Ar- 
minianiſm 1 is an Introduction to Popery,, and makes 
way for it: Thus from the exalting of Free- Hill, 


Men pals to Merit ; and from magnifying the Pow- 


ers and Efforts of Nature, they paſs to Supererogo- 


tion. By being not well grounded in the Doctrine 


of Chriſt's Merit, and our Reliance upon him for 
Juſtification, they fly to Maſſes, Indulgences, Sa- 
tisfactions, Purgatory, Sc. Thus the Opinions of 


the Remonſtrants have a ſecret Tendency to the Ac. 
man Church, and they look that way. On which 
Account the favouring of the Remonſtrant Points 


hath been practiſed as an artificial way to hock in 


1 Stillingflect's Irenicum, | Part I. Chap. 2. 
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Popery, and hath been rightly called the Back-door 


© to. it, 


And again, as Arminiani/m procceds wholly on 


Reaſon, it is ſerviceable on that Account to root 
out in time the Evangelical Doctrines, which entire- 


ly depend upon Revelation. And when this is ſet 
aſide, then Mens Reaſonings and Inventions ſuccecd 
in its place, and ſo there is a Door ſet wide open 
for the Roman Doctrines to enter in, which are ge- 
nerally founded on worldly Reaſon, and politick 


Conſiderations, Thus there is a plain Correſpon- 


dence between theſe two, Popery and Arminianiſm, 
and they grow up together. And hence the latter 
is a crafty way of undermining the true Reformed 
Religion, and advancing the Popiſh Intereſt. And 
in other reſpects it might be ſhewed that the Armi- 
nian Doctrines are like to be Forerunners of Popery, 
as Beatify ing 1s of Canonization among the Ro- 


maniſts. 


Let me then argue and e e with you, my 
Brethren; unleſs you are enclined to have a good 


Opinion of the Doctrines of the Church of Rome, 


why do you forſake thoſe of the Proteſtants, and of 
your own Church in particular ? Why do you every 
Day more and more run away from your ancient 
Principles? Do you not give broad Signs by your 
thus ſhiſting the Scene, that the next th at opens will 
be Rom? ? The Matter is ſelf-evident. If we caſt 
off the Doctrines of our own Church, and of the 
generality of the Proteſtant Churches abroad, it may 
ealily be gathered what Church that ie, which we 
molt fayour and reſpect, One of a fhort Profpect 
may foreſce that we arc 8 an the Dusk, and 
appcar ing bare-iaced. 

But, in the mean time, we are 1clf-condemn'd : 


For, whilſt we complain of the Papiits tor endea- 


vouring to corrupt our Religion, and infect us with 
falſe Dori incs, we our ſelves do the ſame. Ard 


* this is the greater Repronch to us, becauſe we ſee 


& « that 
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that the Papiſts are ſtedfaſt in their Errors, whilſt 
we are unſtable in the Truth. They adhere to the 
corrupt Doctrines of their Forefathers, but ſome of 
us, as if we were aſhamed of what our Predeceſſors 
believed and profeſſed, and as if we were wen: of the 
Proteſtant Religion, have alter'd our Perſwaſions in 
ſome of the moſt conſiderable Points of Chriſtianity : 
And hereby we are juſtly liable to the Cenſure, not 
to ſay the Scorn, of the Church of Rome. Whilſt 
we maintain our Separation from their Communion, 


we embrace their Doctrines, and are ſo far prepa- 


ring our ſelves to communicate with them. 


The next Conſideration by way of Inference and 


Application, ſhall be with relation to thoſe among 
us who diſſent from the Church of England, I de- 
ſire you to conſider how unreaſonable it is to com- 
plain of them as Diſſenters, when we are ſuch our 


ſelves. We diſſent from our own Church, and from 


the reverend and pious Reformers of it as to our 
Doctrines. I hope this is not done in mere Oppo- 
ſition to our Diſſenting Brethren, who generally pro- 


fefs theſe Doctrines. I ſhould be loth to think that N 


the Antipathy between any of us and the Non-Con- 
formiſts runs fo high, that we throw off the Articles 


of our Church, becauſe they are received and belie- 


ved by thoſe Perſons. But whatever is the Cauſe, 
we are ſure of the Effect, and we ſee how ſcanda- 
lous it is, and how contradictory. We blame them 
for departing from our Communion, and making 
Gaſhes and Schiſms in the Body of the Church: But 
we are injurious to it our felves, and we wound it 
with our own Hands. 

Not to ſpeak of the Practices which: are contrary 
to the Canons, Conſtitution and Laws of our Church, 
(as I can and may ſometime prove, that of the hun- 
dred and one and forty Canons of our Church, there 
are not a quarter of them obſerved by our Church- 


men, not to lpeak, I ſay, of any illegal and unca- 


nonical Practices, it is ſufficient that I have made 
* it 
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it appear, that ſome of our chief Doctrines are con- 
trary to thoſe that our Church delivers in her Articles 
and Homilies, How then can we blame the Diſ- 
ſenters for diſguſting the Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church, when we our ſelves diſreliſnh its Articles? 
How can we reprove them for being faulty in the 


former, when we are defective in the latter? Yea, 


when we know that they outdo many of us in Purity 
of Doctrine, and that they are very careful in aſſert- 


ing and maintaining it. 


Let it not ſeem ſtrange, that a Member and M1- 
niſter of the Church of England, calls upon you to 
take notice of. the good Hand of God and his wiſe 
Providence in this very matter. If we would open 
our Eyes, we ſhould fee that we are beholding to 
the ſober and moderate Diſſenters for the Continu- 
ance of a conſiderable Part of our Theological Prin- 
ciples among us, even thoſe which the Church of 
England and her Reformers had left us. If there had 
been none of that Party, the Church of England had 
been long ſince ruin'd, for if the High Churchmen 
had had no Check, they would have brought in 


Popery before this time, by a Side Wind of Armi- 
nianiſin, and by their over-valuing of Ceremony and 


Pomp in divine Worſhip. If that Body of Men had 
not been among us, we ſhould have run into greater 
Extravagances than we have done. For tho' we 
diſlike thoſe Perſons, yet we cannot wholly difre- 
gard them; and we are loth to expoſe our ſelves 
and our Actions to their Cenſure and Check. 

* It we had not theſe Spies about us, I queſtion whe- 


ther we ſhould be kept in that Decorum which we 
are now in. We prophane the Chriſtian Sabbath 


very openly and profeſſedly, but we ſhould do it 


much more, it they were taken away. We ſhould 
y * 


not have the Preaching in cur Churches that we 
have, if they were removed: For we ſee our 
Churchmen have ſet up Lectures in ſeveral Places, 
and in Cambridge particularly, on the Lord's Day, 

| H 2 meerlx 
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; © meerly becauſe the People might not be tempted to | 1 ? 
{| $ frequent the Meetings. They would never have 


| done it but on this Occaſion. And if the Meetings 
| 


j! « were ſilenced, thoſe Lectures would have the ſame | * © 
| Fate. What then? notwithſtanding every way, be- 
|| « ther in Pretence or in Truth, Chriſt is preached « = 
1 And we therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. And | | © 
1 particularly, I am glad to ſee that our Biſhops ang 
th chief Clergymen diſdain not to imitate the Difſen- | * 
1 « ters in what is good and edifying. I wiſh they ' © «6 
| would do the like as to ſome of the Doctrines « 
I « preached by them, thoſe very Doctrines which were 
[7 delivered to us at the Reformation, thoſe which! 
| have particularly inſiſted on: That ſo when they 
1 call upon their Flocks to meet together, they max 
i © entertain them with that which is indeed the Werd 
U of God. * 
N Conſider how unreaſonable and e it is to = We 
1 © cry out againſt New Lights, to profeſs our diſlike | © 
of Innovations, to condemn the giddy Sectaries for _ © 
„turning about with every Wind of Doctrine, ang 

"yet 00 be really guilty of this our ſelves. Arminia- = « 

s niſm is anew Scheme of Religion, which defaces tze 

ancient Portraiture we had of the divine Nature and _ 
Attributes. It is a new Faſhion and Mode of Divi- 


nity. And yet we boaſt that our Faith is immo- 
* vable, that we ſtand faſt, and keep our Ground, 
and are fixed on our Center, whilft others fly off 
from it, and deſcribe a very vagrant Circumference. 
Our Churchmen generally talk of Antiquity, and 
what fine things there were of old in the Primitive 
Times, and they are diſpleaſed with thoſe that ſhew '! 
any diſlike of them. But how ſelf- condemned are 
they, whilſt they revolt from ſome of the ancient 
Doctrines of the Apoſtles and the primitive Chril- 
tans, from the Perſwafion of all the Prelates and 
Divines of our Church that were our Predeceſſors 
Wl. ſince the Reformation, and from the Determination 


i} of the firtt Reformed Churches abroad! ? Where 
if « then 


53-1 


then is our Stability? Where is our Unmoveable- 
« neſs? Where is our Abhorrence of Innovations? 
If it be required of Deacons, that they be not 
doubled tongued, 1 Tim. iii. 8. ſurely this is as requi- 
fite in our Prieſts, As the Principles of Honeſty 
and Chriftianity ſuffer them not to ſay one thing, 
and mean another; ſo neither do they allow them to 
ſpeak one thing at one time, and another that is contra- 
ry to it another time, They muft think it their Con- 
cern to imitate the Primitive Believers, who continued 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine, who perſevered in the Pro- 
feſſion of thoſe Truths which had been inſtilled into 
them. You live in a ſcepticalandatheiſtical Age, where- 
in moſt Men follow the Range of their own Imagina- 
tions, but be not led by their Example, but attend 
to the Apoſtle's Counſel, Hold faſt the Form of 
ſound Words, 2 Tim. i. 13. and to what he faith in 
another Place, Stand faſt in one Spirit, with one 
Mind, ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, 
Phil. 1. 27, and to that alſo of another Apoſtle, 
Earneſily contend for the Faith, which was once de- 
livered to the Saints, Jude 3. And you have reaſon 
to ſtand faſt, and to contend for it, becauſe it is no 
indifferent and arbitrary Thing, and becauſe bein 
once delivered, and that for ever, you can't el 
any other Model of Faith and Doctrine.“ 
Here you may ſee, what this great Light of the 
Church of England hath faid, to confirm what I 
brought it for. os ap 
Would to God, this Book might be read by every 

Clergyman in theſe three Kingdoms! and then, I hum- 
bly hope, they would ſee from whence they are fallen. 
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It may be objected, that I am very fond of quoting 


Dr. Edwards, having no other that hath been ſo plain, 
in revealing the Departure of the Clergy from the glo- 
rious Doctrines of the Reformation. But I can bring 
one that lived Years before Dr. Edwards was born, 
that ſhewed his hearty Concern on that Account; that 
dear Lover of the Church of England, Mr. William 

| Prynne, 


if Prynne, Barriſter of Lincoln's-Inn, in his Dedication © « 
jj to the Honourable Court of Parliament, in the Year | © 
1630, where he thus faith : 9 


| 

| | 

118 * Right Chriſtian, honourable, and religious Senators, _ * 

|." That all-diſpoſing Providence of our ever-bleſſed © « 

ii « God, which hath lately convented, and ſince that 

{ « centered you, with an unanimous and inflexible . 
5 ſolution, upon the Examination of the ſeveral Inno 


N 


118 vations, Reſtraints, and Preſſures of our much en- 
| dangered Religion, to the great Content and Joy f 
all good Chriſtians, hath at this Time directed me 
to pen, and invited me to publiſh this Anti- Armi- _ © 


R A 


A 


nian Index, which here lies proſtrate at your Feet, 
© imploring your moſt gracious and free Protection, 
© to further your religious and happy Proceedings, in 
< the Diſcovery and Suppreſſion of thoſe heretical and _ « 
© Grace-deſtroying Arminian Novelties z which have 

„of late invaded, affronted, and almoſt ſhoulder' cd 
< out of Doors the ancient, eſtabliſhed, and reſolved _ « 

Doctrines of our Church; to the intolerable Griet © « 
« of all true Chriſtian Hearts; the Exultation and Tri- 
c umph of our Romiſb Adverſaries; the Provocation 

| © of God's heavy Wrath and Curſe againſt us. — 

A little farther he faith, that all theſe ſeveral Doc-  « 
< trines are not only cognoſcible in themſelves, but 
« likewiſc publickly known in our Church; elſe all 
our Articles, Preaching, Writing, and Diſputes, to- © 

_ © gether with the Bloodſhed of all our famous Mar- 
„ tyrs, and all Apologies for our Religion, from the 
beginning of the Reformation to this preſent, are in 
© vain; and we have yet no other but an indefnite > þ 

* confuſed Religion, an ambiguous, implicit Popiſh _ * 
Faith (which in Trutn is no Religion, no Faith at 
(9 h . 


all?)— : 
A little further he faith, Never were there any * 
Truths more copiouſly confirmed, more conſtantly 
* defended, more poſitively reſolved, more abundant- 
ly propagated, more generally preached, more una- 

$ + nimouſiy 


* 
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nimouſy imdraced, more uncontrolably publiſhed, 


more peremptorily eſtabliſhed in our Church, than 
theſe Anti-Arminian Tenets, which 1 here preſent 


to you. There is ſcarce one publick, whether an- 


cient or modern, Act, Record, or Evidence of our 
Church, ſince her Reformntion, but doth in Terms, 


at leaſt in Subſtance, give Judgment for them : 
Scarce a learned or godly Martyr of Note or Emi- 


nency in our Infant Church ; but hath planted them 
with his Hand, watered them with his Blood : Scarce 
one Divinity Profeſſor in either of our Univerſities z 
not an orthodox or renowned Writer in our Church, 


from the beginning of King Edward the VIth Reign, 


till this preſent, but have ſubſcribed them with his 
Hand and Seal, and tranſmitted them to Poſterity 
in ſome publick Work : Not one conſtant Preacher 
of a thouſand, who have not proclaimed them in the 
Pulpit : Scarce a Graduate in Divinity, but hath 
either in Lectures or Diſputes, defended them in 
the Schools: Scarce an Act or Commencement hath 


paſſed in either of our famous Academies, wherein 
all, or ſome of them, have not been publickly al- 


firmed in Divinity Exerciſes. 
* Alas! why ſhould Papiſts, Turks, or Atheiſts 
thus reproach us? Where now 1s your Reformed. 
Religion, in which you have ſo long repoſed your 
Salvation, and imbarked all your Souls? Where is 
the Faith, the Doctrines of your Church, which 
you have thus pertinaciouſly embraced, ſince your 
Revolt from Rome? Where is the precious Blood 


of all your glorious Mock-Martyrs, which you have 


ſo long oloried in? Where is the Orthodoxy, Learn- 
ing, and Solidity of your much renowned Acade- 
mies? of your unparalleled Martyrs Bucer, Tynda!/, 
Latimer, Beecon, Cranmer, Fewell, Nowell, Veron, 


' Fox, Fulke, Reinolds, Whitakers, Hooker, Fiutton, 


Cartwright, Hill, Babington, Willet, Perkins, Al 
bots, Field, Cratentborpe, IWites, ber, Prideaux, 
ard, Benefel, i, Sharpe, C12 horpe, Ames, Featicy, 

« Wilſon, 
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Wilſon, Carleton, Davenat, Morton, Goad, Belcancł. 


quall, Burtous, your incomparably learned King 7 
James (the Phenix of his Age, and eminenteſt of 


his Rank for ſolid Learning) with all your other 


Centuries of Writers, in which you ſo much tri. ! 


umph? Where the Authority of your Church, 


your Parliaments, or your Articles; that you now | 


begin to doubt, yea, queſtion and re-examine the 
Truth and Verity of theſe dogmatical Concluſions, 
which all theſe have planted, watered, ſealed, and 
ſettled thus among you? What a Shame, a Brand, 
a Downfal, will this be to our Religion? What an 
inexpiable Blemiſh, and intollerable Diſgrace to all 


godly Martyrs; to theſe our famous Writers; to 
our learned Sovereign of bleſſed Memory; to his 


two unparallel'd Predeceflors, King Edward and 


Queen Elizabeth; to our whole glorious and flou- | 
riſhing Church, lince the beginning of her Reforma- 
tion to this preſent ? What a Grief, a Heart-break- 

ing to all faithful Members of our Church and State? | 
Yea, what a dangerous Precipice, and fatal Over- | 
ture to all our Souls, if we ſhould now begin to | 


pluck thoſe Foundations up, on which we have 


nal Happineſs : Or to call that into Queſtion, Which 


we have ſo oft reſolved for the undoubted orthodox 
Belief and Tenets of our own, yea, of the Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Church of Chriſt, from Age to Age, 
which can never totally nor finally err in fundamen- 


tal Truths? 
« Monmorable is the FIST of that bleſſed ancient 


Martyr Polycarpus, when he was urged by the Pro- 
conſul to blaſpheme and deny Chrift, that ſo he 


might eſcape: Fourſcore and fix Years (faith he) 
have I ſerved him, neither hath he offended me in 
any thing; and how can I now revile or deny that 
King which hath thus kept me? Surely not to al- 
cend to }/ickliffe, Bradwardine, Bede, or Anſelme 


(who all concurred with us in our preſent Tenets) * 


thus long built the Hopes, the Structure of our etcr- | 


* 
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but to confine our ſelves unto the Ages of thoſe h- 
ter Martyrs and Writers of our Church, which I 
have here recorded: I can ſafely ſay (and, I hope, 
I have ſufficiently evidenced it in the enſuing Ca- 
talogue, that our Church hath this fourſcore and ſix 


Years, and more, even conſtantly embraced and 


defended theſe Anti-Arminian Theſes, neither did 
they ever offend, or do harm in any thing: yea, 
they have been ſo far from prejudicing, or offend- 
ing, that they have accumulated her with all Va- 
rieties of Bleſſings, of Contentments, making her 


as the very Eden and Paradiſe of God, while they 


dwelt in Peace within her, whereas now ſhe ebbs 


and finks together with them :) And fhall ſhe now 
prove ſo ungrateful to her gracious God; fo inju- 
rious to theſe bleſſed Truths (wherein the very Mar- 
row of all true Chriſtian Comfort, yea, the Strength, 
the Ground, and Certainty of our Salvation reſt, 
though ſome have ſlighted them as meer curious 
and nice Diſputes) as now to queſtion, yea ſilence 
and reſtrain them, when they have thus long kept 
her in ſuch Peace and Glory, as no former Age hath 
ever matched, nor ſubſequent Days have Hopes to 
parallel? What, ſhall we thus requite the Lord 
for theſe his Documents, wherein his incomprehen- 


fible Wiſdom, Freedom, Mercy, Juſtice, Power, 


Grace, and Glory, ſhine forth in greateſt Luſtre; 
as after all the good they have brought upon us, to 
diſinherit them of their ancient Freedom, and by 
certain politick and inſenſible Gradations, to ſhoul- 
der them out of our Church; that ſo Popery and 
Arminianiſm (the fertile Mothers of all licentious 
Diſſoluteneſs) may poſſeſs their Throne? Shall we 


thus re pay our bleſſed Martyrs for all their glorious 
Sufferings, as now for to diſmartyr, yea, uncrown, 


and tread them under Foot, by diſputing or doubting 
theſe Theological Poſitions, which they have cano- 


nized and ſealed to us with their Blood ? Shall we 


thus retaliate the very Pillars of our Church, and 
7 e Re _ © Patrons 
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© Patrons of our Faith, even all our learned Writers, 
as to brand them for illiterate, erroneous, and ſedu- 


cing Novellers, to their eternal Infamy, 1n rooting 


up theſe fundamental Truths which they have planted; | 
or re-Implanting thoſe Pelagian, Arminian, Popiſh Þ 
Errors, which they all have laboured to extirpate? | 
Shall we now prove ſo unnatural to our Mother, | 
Church, as to rip up her Womb that bare, or cut | 
off her Breaſts that nouriſhed us, in offering Violence 


to theſe her ſacred A ſſertions, which did at firſt be. 
get us unto Grace, and now cheriſh and prepare us 
unto Glory? Or ſhall we be fo injurious, ſo deſtruc. 
tive to our own diſtreſſed Souls, as to ſtrip them 


naked of all celeſtial Comforts ? to unbotcom them 
of all their Hope and Stay? or, to leave them deſti. 
| tute of Salvation, in depriving them of all theſe 
| ſweet and raviſhing Cordials? in diflincking that | 
Golden, that Adamantine Chain of God's immutable | 
and free Election, whereon their very Happineſs, | 
Comfort, and Salvation are alone ſuſpended ? Let 


this, let this, be far from all our Thoughts; at leaſt. 
wile from our Practice. Far be it from any of us, 


eſpecially from you, right Chriſtian Worthies, in- 
truſted with the Care and Safety of Religion, as to 


' queſtion or doubt of theſe orthodox, theſe ſweet 


Concluſions, ſo long eſtated, ſo oft reſolved in our 


Church, without any retraction or controul. 
Pag. 19. he ſays, It is noted of Pelagianiſm (of 
which the doctrinal Part of Popery, in the Points 


of Grace, and the whole Body of Arminianiſm are 


the revived Aſhes, and new raiſed Ghofts) that it 


took its riſe in England, Pelagius, the Father of i, 


being himſelf a Briton, and a Monk of Bangor: 
What a regained Honour were it to our Nation; 


what an unutterable Benefit to aur Church; what a | 
Glory to this your honourable and great Aſſembly, 


if you could now at laſt eternally inter it in the 
Soil that bare it, and make its ancient (now its ſe- 
cond) Womb, its laſt, its endleſs Grave? It was 
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ſaid by one of Note, ſome few Years paſt; (and I 
« wiſh it may be prophetically true at leaſt :) 


« Tulit malum hoc & ſuſtulit Britannia. 
« Britain hath ſuffered this Evil, and born it 
« patiently. 


That England hath both hatched and deſtroyed 
this Monſter of old, of new Pelagianiſm, which 
« Arminius and his Followers had then newly raiſed 
from Hell, to which it was of old condemned: Bur, 
« alas, we ſee it is living, and fpringing up like Hy- 
« dra's Heads; its former over-indulgent Decapita- 
« tions, both at Dort and at home, being but a blood- 
letting to increaſe its future Vigour, not a fatal Blow 
© to bring it to its final Period; becauſe it cut not off 
© thoſe Maſter-Veins which gave greateſt, though but 
hidden Life and Growth unto it. O therefore give, 
and ſtrike it, and its Arminian Iſſue, now at laſt, 
© a final, fatal, and heart-killing Blow, which needs 
« no Iteration; and bury them this once ſo deep, ſa 
« ſure, that they may never need a ſecond Funeral.“ 


This was in Archbiſhop Laud's Time, which gave 
Juſt Occaſion for a Paper to be ſpread about, that the 
Church of England and the Church of Rome was 
going to be joyned together in Wedlock; but one 
ſtood up and forbid the Banes, ſaying, they were too 
near akin to marry, And if it was fo ſaid then, what 
may we ſay now? I am perſwaded, that there is ten 
times the Number of the Arminian Clergy, that there 
was then : For, as the old Proverb hath it, They have 
been mending like ſour Ale in Summer, 

From what this excellent Perſon hath ſaid, in Con- 
firmation of what Dr. Edwards has, it appears to a 
emonſtration, that ſome of the Clergy of thoſe Times 


began to revolt from thele excellent Doctrines of the 
* Retormation: But, for a further Confirmation of their 


Revolt, rake what the Rev. Mr. Seagrave hath writ 


. 
* 
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in his Book of the Obſervations upon the  undutt of the 
Clergy, in relation to the Thirty Nine Articles, Where. 
in is ſhewed, that the Church of England, properly ſo 
calPa, is not now exiſi;mg, pag. 31. I vou'd not 
* willingly aſſert by way of Paradox, or Singularity, 
but I think that in Propriety of Speech, the peculiar 
Church of England has not at preſent a Being. The 
Thirty Nine Articles were its chief Conſtitution. 
In Conſequence of the Arminian, or new Scheme 
* introduc'd by Archbiſhop Laud, which the Clergy 
* have univerſally thought fit to adopt, theſe Articles 


. are ſuperſeded, and the Eſſence, or Conſtitution, | 
which form'd the Church, plainly annihilated and 


gone. The Clergy may call it a Church till, if they 
« pleaſe, but not the Church of England, They have 
taken a new conſtitutional Scheme, which makes 
properly a new Church. Whether for the better, 


or otherwiſe, is not the Point of Light which at 


« preſent I view it in. 
An Houle fallen to decay may be denominated 


© nevertheleſs the ſame Houſe; fallen to Ruin, and 


* rebuilt upon the ſame Foundation, we ſtill eſteem 


© it the fame Houſe : rebuilt upon another Founda- | 
tion, it is not the ſame, but another. The original 
Foundation of our Church was Calviniſm, profeſſing 

eternal Life not in any meaſure the Reſult of hu- 
a man Righteouſneſs, but of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; 


and aſſerting Faith, with other Virtues, never the Re- 
« ſult of Man's Ability, but of ſupernatural Aſſiſtance. 


Whiltt the Church of England continu'd upon this 


« general Proteſtant Foundation, tho? it might fail in 
© the Execution of its Canons and fall into the moſt 
* ruinous Irregularities, it might {till be denominated 
the fame Church; but in regard its Miniſtry have 


c withdrawn this Foundation: and ſubſtituted in its 


3 


room a mere moral one, it is effectually another 
Object. They who receive Eccleſiaſtical Revenuecs 
are not, at preſent, the Minitry of the Church of 
England. 
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« Poſſibly fome will reply, the Ecclefiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution remains, tho? in a manner diſregarded and 
dead. I anſwer, it remains in Writing but not in 
Fact; what ſignify the Articles to remain in Wri- 
ting if they are not believ'd? So did the common 
Laws of the Land, and Magna Charta exiſt in Parch- 
ment, under the Reign of King James the Id, yet 


it is agreed on all Hands, that the civil Conſtitution 


was ſubverted. What King James was oblig'd to 
maintain by his Coronation-Oath, our Clergy ſtand 
oblig'd to maintain by their Subſcriptions. Shou'd 


it be argu'd they have chang'd their Sentiments, and 


perhaps diſcover'd a better Foundation of Doctrine 
to go upon, and conſequently ought to follow the 
better, without the Imputation of a Crime; every 
Gentleman's Right of judging I never diſpute ; but 
I anſwer, poſſibly the Prince juſt mention'd might 
eſteem himſelf bound in Conſcience not to look upon 
the Laws as a Rule to him of Government, Let 


the Nation is concern'd in theſe Incidents in a diffe- 
rent Light. The People have a Right not to be 


treated in ſo precarious a manner. A Latitude of 
this kind takes away from them all Security, and 
Dependance, all Confidence in a Guide, be he civil 
or ſpiritual, They become oblig'd to look out for 
a proper Remedy of the Evil. 1 
Again, King James never expreſly declar'd (that 
I know) that the Laws of the Land were not his 


Rule of Government, In like manner ſhou'd Man- 


kind wait till the Clergy declare their Diſagreement. 
with the principal Articles, they may wait poſſibly 
to the End of the World. Yet this is fo far from 
being a Reaſon why the Publick ſhould not give 
Attention to this Point, that the Reaſon is ſtranger 
way they: ſhouw'd attend it? ne = ny 
What can any judicious Perſon think of the Clergy's 


making no Anſwer to ſuch a Book with ſuch a bold Title, 
in the chief City of this Nation? Muſt not they conclude, 
that it is ſo in Fact? Let me be permited to ask this 


Queſtion, 


1 60 |] 
in his Book of the OZ/ervations upon the i. unduft of the 
Clergy, in relation to the Thirty Nine Articles, Where. 
in is ſhewed, that the Church f England, properly ſo 
calPa, is not now exiſi:ng, pag. 31. I wou'd not 
* willingly aſſert by way of Paradox, or Singularity, 
but I think that in Propriety of Speech, the peculiar 


Church of England has not at preſent a Being. The 


Thirty Nine Articles were its chief Conſtitution, 
* In Conſequence of the Arminian, or new Scheme 
* introduc'd by Archbiſhop Laud, which the Clergy 


* have univerſally thought fit to adopt, theſe Articles 


are ſuperſeded, and the Eſſence, or Conftitution, 
* which form'd the Church, plainly annihilated and 
gone. The Clergy may call it a Church ſtill, if they 
* pleaſe, but not the Church of England. They have 
taken a new conſtitutional Scheme, which makes 
properly a new Church. Whether for the better, 
or otherwiſe, is not the Point of Light which at 
« preſent I view it in, 
* An Houle fallen to decay may be deported 
c nevertheleſs the fame Houſe ; fallen to Ruin, and 


rebuilt upon the ſame F oundarian, we ſtill eſteem 
* it the ſame Houſe : rebuile upon another Founda- | 
* tion, it is not the ſame, but another. The original 
Foundation of our Church was Calviniſm, profeſſing | 


„ eternal Life not in any meaſure the Reſult of hu- 
man Righteouſneſs, but of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; 


= aſſerting Faith, with other Virtues, never the Re- 
| * ſult of Man' 8 Ability, but of ſupernatural Aſſiſtance. * 
55 Whiltt the Church of England continu'd upon this 


© genera] Proteſtant Foundatton, tho? it might fail in 


© the Execution of its Canons and fall into the moſt 


* ruinous Irregularities, it might {till be denominated 


the ſame Church; but in regard its Miniſtry have 


c withdrawn this Fon and ſubſtituted in its 
room a mere moral one, it is effectually another 


Object. They who receive Eccleſiaſtical Revenues 
are not, at preſent, the ie Money of the Church of 


4 England. 
Poſſibly 
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« Poſhbly fome will reply, the Ecclefiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution remains, tho' in a manner diſregarded and 
dead. I anſwer, it remains in Writing but not in 
Fact; what ſignify the Articles to remain in Wri- 
ting if they are not believ'd? So did the common 
Laws of the Land, and Magna Charta exiſt in Parch- 
ment, under the Reign of King James the IId, yet 


it is agreed on all Hands, that the civil Conſtitution 
was ſubverted. What King James was oblig'd to 


maintain by his Coronation-Oath, our Clergy ſtand 
oblig'd to maintain by their Subſcriptions. Shou'd 
it be argu'd they have chang'd their Sentiments, and 
perhaps diſcover'd a better Foundation of Doctrine 
to go upon, and conſequently ought to follow the 
better, without the Imputation of a Crime; every 
Gentleman's Right of judging I never diſpute; but 
I anſwer, poſſibly the Prince juſt mention'd might 
eſteem himſelf bound in Conſcience not to look upon 
the Laws as a Rule to him of Government, Vet 


the Nation is concern'd in theſe Incidents in a diffe- 
rent Light. The People have a Right not to be 


treated 1n ſo precarious a manner, A Latitude of 
this kind takes away from them all Security, and 
Dependance, all Confidence in a Guide, be he civil 
or ſpiritual, They become oblig'd to look out for 
a proper Remedy of the Evil. NY 


Again, King Fames never expreſly declar'd (that 


I know) that the Laws of the Land were not 59 
Rule of Government, In like manner ſhou'd Man- 
kind wait till the Clergy declare their Diſagreement 
with the principal Articles, they may wait poſſibly 
to the End of the World, Yet this is fo far from 
being a Reaſon why the Publick ſhould not give 
Attention to this Point, that the Reaſon is ſtronger 


What can any judicious Perſon think of the Clergy's 


making no Anſwer to ſuch a Book with ſuch a bold Title, 
in the chief City of this Nation? Muſt not they conclude, 
that it is ſo in Fact? Let me be permited to ask this 


Queſtion, 
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Queſtion, Had a Clergy man in the City of Rome put forth 
a Book, and Part of the Title was, That the Cure! 
of Rome, properly jo call'd, is not now exiſting ; would 


not he have had a Reply to it in two Years Time, it 


after its Publication, it ſhould have been advertiſed 
ſeveral Times in the publick Papers, as Mr. Seagrave's 
Book hath been ? Is not this a plain Proof, that the 
Clergy know it, but it is their ſateſt way to ſay no- 


thing about it, thinking it will die of itſelf in Time? 


This is plainly their Artifice : But ! hope that God 


| hath ſpirited up ſome, and will more, that will diſco- 


ver their artful Colluſions, and open the People's Eyes 
to ſee what blind Guides they are. 


But if it is objected, that it your Ac dof oe: 4 
actly tally with thoſe of the Church of England, whby 


* K 


do you not join with it? To which I anſwer, agrecably 
with what Mr. Seagrave ſaith, what ſignifies our r Agrec- | 
ment with the Articles, if they do not preach the Tru . 


contained in them, but the reverſe. But I having tran. 


cribed ten Reaſons that ſome young Men gave a > Pariſh | 


Miniſter, about fifty Years ago, who were demanded 


to ſhew Cauſe for leaving the Pariſh Church, and pro- 


duce ſome Reaſons for their continued Non-Confor- 


mity, and I having inſerted them in my Tract, called 
The Spirit of the Martyrs revit'd, &c. think it pro- 


per to inſert them here; I do it, thinking that 
many may fee this Tract, that may never ſee that, 


ſo I hope it will not be. raken amiſs. 


A Copy of ſome Refers given 10 a Pariſh- Miniſter 
about fifty Years ago, by ſome young Men, who were 
demanded to ſhew Cauſe for Leaving the Pariſh- 
| Church, and produce ſome Reaſons for their continued 
Non. conformity. 


21 . 


HOUG H we believe the preſent Church of 
« England to be a true Church in the main, with 


6 ni i to the Doctrines and Eſſentials of the * 
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ſtian Religion; yet we lee Cauſe to diſſent from her 
upon other Accounts, as we told you at our laſt 
Meeting : And, according to your Demand, we 
here offer you. ſome Reaſons for our Diſſenting and 
Non- conformity; which pleaſe to take as follows: 

« Reaſon J. Becauſe, after the moſt diligent and im- 
partial Search into Scripture (and other Chriſtian 
Means made uſe of) we can't find the Conſtitution 
of that Church from which we diflent, and unto 


which you invite us to return, to be a pure Goſpel 


Conſtitution; and we are fully perſuaded in our 
Minds, that thoſe Diſſenting Churches with which 
we now join, come nearer the Pattern in the Mount, 


and have more of a Goſpel Conſtitution in 'em: 


And, therefore, to conform to your Church, would 
bring us under Guilt every way, both in deſerting 
thoſe Churches of which we are ſo well perſuaded, 
and joining with ſuch a Church wherem we are not 
at all ſatisfied ; for the Scripture tells us, that hat- 


$ foever 7s not of Faith is din, Rom. xiv. 23. 


* Reaſon II. Becauſe we ſee a great Deficiency in 
the Government, Diſcipline, and Order of your 
Church, on many Accounts; the Particulars are too 
many to be inſiſted on at preſent, neither are you 
ignorant of em, Matter of Fact being ſo plain, 
that *tis lamented by ſome ſerious Men of your own 
Party; as the Biſhop of Hereford, in his Naked 
Truth, and others. We read of Golpel-Order and 
Diſcipline 3 in Paul's Epiſtles among Goſpel-Churches, 
but we can't find it in your Church, and therefore 
we ſeek it elſewhere: For we ought to walk in 
Church-Fellowſhip, according to Goſpel-Rule and 


Order; Col. ii. 5. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 
© Reaſon III. Becauſe we are not allow'd the Ei-. 


berty of chooſing our own Paſtors, but muſt re- 


ceive ſuch (and only ſuch) as are put upon us by 


other Men, without our own Knowledge, Conſent, 

or Approbation; which, we think, is a kind of 

Lording it over God's Heritage, and ugly unrea- 
ſonable 


— — —— —— 


many poor Country P 


ſonable: For if People may chooſe their PHycian, 
their Counſellor, or Lawyer, why not their Pats; 
and Teacher, which is of far greater Moment? It 
looks too much like a Branch of Popery, that we 
muſt ſtill ſee with other Mens Eyes; and be fo far 
impos'd on, as to be purely paiſive in ſuch an Af. 
fair; and take up with any thing for a Miniſter, 
that the Intereſt or Humour of a Dioceſan, or Pa- 
tron thinks fit to throw 1 285 us, without asking any 
further Queſtions. 

* Reaſon IV. Becauſe of Non-edification by the 
preaching of ſuch Miniſters, as oft-times we muſt 
fit under in our Country Pariſh Churches, from 


whoſe Diſcourſes we can find little or no Profit or | 
Advantage; it being ſo ſorrily adapted to the ſpi- 


ritual Wants of poor Sinners, that it is more likely 


of Sin, verplex*'d with Doubts and Fears, ſpiritual 


Straits anu Burthens (which Country Curates ſeldom 
groan under) and they give us a Diſh of dry Infi- 


pids to relieve us, as ſavoury as the White of an 


Egg; with a Paſſage now and then out of Cat 
and Plato very little to the Purpoſe, and as little un- 
derſtood. 


very fine Flouriſh of Arminianiſin, and People are 


Inſtead of the pure Goſpel, we havz a 


ſet a working hard, but without Hands or Strength; 
you may read as good Divinity in one of Seneca“ 


Chapters: Sometimes the Sermon is filbd with Ral- 3 


lery and bitter Invectives againſt Diſſenters; and the 


Danger of a (ſuppos'd) Schiſm is more inſiſted or, 


than The Danger of being unconverted ; for that's a 


Point ſeldom touched on. And this hu:gry Feeding 


Pariſhes muſt live on round 


the Year, And this one ſingle Reaſon, duly con- 


to ſtarve, than to feed em. We have too often 
met with Fruſtration on this Account, in the Pariſh | 
Churches; we come hungry, and return empty; | 
we come for Bread, and are put off with Husks; | 
we come with drooping Souls, oppreſt with a Senſe 


ſider'd, will abundantly juſtiſy our Separation from 
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modations: 


1 | 

* your Church (upon the Account of Non-edification) 
* and has more Weight and Strength in it than all 
Opponents can overthrow, 

For *tis moſt certain, that Chriſtians are under 
the greateſt Obligations of getting ſpiritual Benefit 
and Advantage in their Souls, in Order to an Eter- 
nal World; and conſequently to apply themſelves to 
the apteſt Means for the attaining ſuch an End: This 
is ſo highly rational, that 'tis preſum'd no Man of 
ſolid Senſe will diſpute it. 

How unaccountable is it, that we muſt be ty'd up 
to our Pariſh Church and Pariſh Prieſt (right or 
wrong) when we can gain no real Benefit or Advan- 
tage? For hereby the main End of Hearing is 
fruſtrated, to our ſpiritual Damage and Detriment. 

© We ſee Men are wiſer in worldly Matters than 
you will allow us to be for better things: A Man 


that's ſick will not apply to an unskilful Doctor, be- 


cauſe he lives in the Pariſn; but to one that under- 


ſtands his Malady, and can preſcribe proper Medi- 


cines: If one Cook dreſs but ſorry Meat, Men 
will repair to another that provides better Accom- 
If one Fair or Market does not anſwer 
our End, we leave it, and frequent others: And 
why may not People be as wiſe for Spirituals as for 
Temporals; for the Concerns of Eternity, as for 
things of Time and Senſe ? 

: And tho? God can work without Means, or by 


dull unlikely Means or by contrary Means, yet that 


c 


4 
. 
6 


is no Rule for us to go by; for, more generally 
ſpeaking, he makes uſe of proper Means and In- 
ſtruments to effect his Deſigns: And 'tis obſerv'd, 


that godly and experienc*d Miniſters are moſt fre- 


quently crown'd with Succeſs, and made inſtrumen- 
tal for the Good of Souls. And therefore that blind 
Notion that ſome People have imbib'd, of keep- 
ing cloſe to their Pariſh Church at any Rate, does 
ſavour ſo much of Ignorance, Bigotry, and Super- 
* ſtition, that 'tis fit only to be fejected with Con- 
K tempt 


166 
tempt and Scorn. But however, let others act here. 
in as they pleaſe, we ſhall not be guilty of ſuch a a4 
Piece of egregious Folly, to ſtarve our Souls out of | 


— N — 1 L — 5 E 5 

— —ꝛ—•——7 — rb‚Ll—L—äã—ł än 

” — v —_— . = 
a * 


Compliment and mere Ceremony, to win the Good- | 
will of the Parſon of the Pariſh. , 4 
* * Reaſon V. Becauſe of the Ungoſpel Life and“ 
1 and Practice of too many of our raw Country Le- 
[Fi * vites: And herein we might expatiate, but ſhall at! 
11 < preſent abridge ourſelves. And indeed, the carnal! 
pi < Converſation of thoſe ſpiritual Men has (we doubt! 
i © not) made, and confirm'd a great Number of Diſ þ 
Ph < ſenters of ſeveral Parties; and therefore you have | | 
14 the leſs Reaſon to exclaim againſt them for ſepara - 
(iti ting from your Church; ſince you had ſo great a | 
1x1 * Hand in driving them away by an unexemplar ? 
. Converſation. „%% | 
i © Goſpe] Miniſters are called the“ Lights of the | 
| © World, but when thoſe Lights are Darkneſs, how | | 
| great is that Darkneſs! They are call'd the Salt f f 
| * the Earth, but when this Salt has loſt its Savour, | 
18 the Earth is corrupted, and not ſeaſon'd hereby. Mi- | | 
1 niſters are not only to preach in the Pulpit once J 
1 Week, but alſo to preach by their Practice all the 
lf Week, for oft-times Example is more winning than 
1 Precept; but if thoſe who are to be Examples i 
1 the Flock, give them a bad Example inſtead of 2 
. good one, *tis commonly of pernicious Conſequence; 
| [| for, when the blind lead the blind, both fall into ile 
Il © Dich, Matth. xv. 14. ꝛ55 
We do acknowledge, that there are ſome ſeriouu 
| * godly Miniſters that preach in the Pariſh Churches; 
11 © theſe we do heartily eſteem and highly reverence, 
| © as the Miniſters of Chriſt ; but, if we may believe ! 
110 * our own Eyes, Ears, and common Obſervation, e 
1 | | have cauſe to fear, that too many who are ſtiled 
| | * Goſpel Miniſters never felt the ſaving Power of Go. 
| © pel Grace in their Hearts, but remain Strangers to 
| / „ Math, V. 13, 1 Pet. V. 2, , Jn. ix. 16. 3 
18 : RE „ it: 


8 
[6] 


re- |} «© jt: For we are apt to believe, where true Grace is 
a] <« radicated in the Heart, it will have a kindly Influ- 
of | « ence on the wavle Man, and regulate the Conver- 
d- <« ſation ſomewhat agreeable to the Goſpel; For a 
good Tree will produce ſome good Fruit, Matth. vii. 17. 
nd | « What very Strangers are many of thoſe Men we 
e | <« refleR on to any Heart-work, ſpiritual Experience, 
lat | « ſenfible Aſſurance, Communion with God, &c. nay, 
nal] © « ſome of them have told us, That Diſcourſes of this 
ubt! Nature are Canting Fanaticiſm, Enthufiaſm, whim- 
Wu- |  « cal Conceits, and what not; fo that we muſt not 
ave Þ « expect they ſhould ſpeak in the Apoſtles D alect, 
nf © Truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father, and with 
tak vis Son Feſus Chriſt, 1 John i. 3. 
ary © They talk of divine Things at a Diſtance, with- 
de cut any ſpiritual Taſte or inward Senſation : ; but 
the | can't recommend thoſe Things to us from any Ex- 
ow | | © perience they have had of the Power, and Sweet- 
off © neſs of them upon their own Souls; that's canting 
ur, Fanaticiſm. They give us ſomething like a Map, 
A. or a dull Scheme of divine Things much like a 
e 4 * Geographer, who treats of Countries he never ſaw, 
the | © nor taſted their delicious Fruits, But how poorly 
han muſt thoſe Flocks be led and fed, who have no bet- 
to © ter Guides and Feeders! And therefore, we ſeek out 
f a for ſome better Paſtors and Paſtures, to preſerve our 
ce; | * needy Souls both from ſtarving and lofing, 
thei © Reaſon VI. Becauſe every Man is under the high- 


* 


eſt Obligation to offer the beſt he hath to God, in 


out Matters of Divine Worſhip, and to be faithful to his 
es; © own Light, Judgment, or Conſcience : But we are 
ice, © not perſuaded in our Minds and Conſciences, that 
ere your Mode or Way of Worſhip is the beſt, the moſt 
we pure, ſpiritual, evangelical, and feet from” Mix- 
led ( tures and Corruption. And tho? you often tell us, 
ol. that your Conſtitution and Mode is every way the 
30 * © beſt, that does not at all ſatisfy, until you have 

prov'd it to be ſo, which is yet to do as much as 


ever; we want ſome better Authority than your 
K 2 « bare 
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[ 68 ] 
bare Say-ſo, before we infert it in our Creed: And 
therefore we ſhall continue to worſhip God in the 
ſame way and manner we now do, becauſe *tis beſt, 
according to our Judgment and Conſcience. | 
* Reaſon VII. Becauſe, as the Scriptures are the 
only Rule of Faith and Worſhip®, ſo we are to walk 
by that Rule as near as we can, without deviating 
either to the Right Hand, or the Left. But we find 
many things in your Mode or Manner of Worſhip, 


for which we can find no Scripture ; and yet you 
would impoſe them on us, as neceſſary Terms of 
Communion! You will not baptiſe our Children 


without the aerial Sign of the Croſs, Fide-juſſors, or 
Gibs, and yet cannot produce a Word of Scrip- 
ture for one, or the other; nor admit us to the 
Lord's Table, unleſs we kneel, as if we were paying 


Homage to Elements; or did believe the Doctrine | 
of Tranſubſtantiation, with which the Practice of 


Kneeling at the Sacrament bears equal Date, and is 


not a Day older; ſo Peter Martyr tells us, Propter | 
Tranſulſtantionum & realem Preſentiam invedta 
eſt in Eccleſiam, Church Hiſtory tells us”, in Chry- | 
© ſoſtows Time, and before that in Tertullian's Time, 
© the People ſtood at the Altar in receiving; th 
it is moſt evident from the firſt Inſtitution, that they | | 
took it in a Table-Poſture, after the Fewiſh manner 
of ſitting and eating; for *tis ſaid, that Chriſt ſat | 
down, and the twelve Apoſtles with him, Luke xxii. 
14. If they fat down, they did not kneel down; 

but ſat in a Table-Poſture. Certainly, the Poſture 


of Chriſt himſelf and his Diſciples, at the firſt In- 


Choice, is a more tacit Reflection on the firſt Inſti- 


tutor; as if we could conceive a more humble, 


proper, and becoming Geſture than that Chriſt has 


o Dent. iv. 2. Prov. xxx. 6, Iſai. xxx. 21. D Hoſpin, de 


Orig. Temp. I. 2. c. 2. 


ſtitution of this Ordinance, is the beſt Copy to 
write after; apd to uſe a different Poſture out of 
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[ 69 ] 
left us from his own Example, and that of his cho- 
« ſen Diſciples. Socrates tells us *, That the primitive 
« Chriſtians did partake of the Lord's Supper in a 
« Table-Poſture, cating of it at their Love-Feaſts ; 
and Paræus aſſerts the ſame from Antiquity. And 
, tho? we can lay no Streſs on Poſtures and Geſtures, 
yet we think, that ſince this novel Practice was 
brought in by the Papiſts, it ſhould be throw: out 
by Proteſtants. We would fain know for whom 
that Ordinance was inſtituted, and whoſe Table it is; 
if it be the Lord's Table, why then are not the pro- 
per Perſons admitted or excluded, only on his Terms, 
« withour Addition or Diminution ? But we can get no 


. Anſwer. Much leſs do we find, that ever Chriſt 


authorized you to adminiſter thoſe ſacred Myſteries 
„by way of Teſt, to a Man, who comes more out of 
Love to an Office: than out of Love to the Ordi- 
« nance, Tis obvious from Scripture, that this Or- 
© dinance was deſign'd to commemorate the Paſſion of 
. Chriſt, to maintain Fellowſhip and Communion 
among real Saints, and confirm them in the Faith 
Ol the Goſpel ; and not to be made ſubſervient to 
« Qualify Men for ſecular Employ ments: You can't 
in Conſcience believe it had any ſuch mean Deſign. 
Neither can we find any Scripture for Bowing 


© before a dead Altar, or toward the Eaſt, at the 


* Communion-Table (as you do) nor at the Syllables 
of the Name Jeſus; or to read Prayers in a Sur- 
* plice, as if it was moſt decent for a Man to wear 
* his Shirt upon his Cloaths. 

Nor can we find any Countenance From Sr 
for keeping of Holydays (talſly ſo call'd) but rather 
$ an Inhibition, Gal. iv. 10, 11. Rom. iv. 4, 5, And 
* *tis obſerv'd in Popiſh Countries, where Feſtivals 
* and Holydays are much minded; that not Piety, 
but rather Profaneneſs, Debauchery, and over 


4 Socrat. 1. 5. Par. 1, p. 298, Luke xxii. 19, 1 Cor. xi. 
#4, 25. 1 Cor. x. 16, 17, 5 5 


are 


—— 


— Long 


— 
* T 
* 2 AG 


—ͤ—ñQñ—— — — — — — 2 
5 F ; 4 8 b 


M000 6&0: 0) 0 06> 6 68 


% . M A M N - M & 0 


© are hereby promoted; which ſhould deter us from 4 


= 


„ W N M 8 


70 ] 


Imitation. 


* The Centuriſts of Merdenburg aſſure us*, That 


neither the Apoſtles, nor any apoſtolick Men, did 
ever give Chriſtians any Laws or Rule for obſerving 
any other Day or Days than the Lord's Day. And 
they tell us out of Origen, That it is unlawful for 


Chriſtians to obſerve the Feaſts or Solemnities either | 
of Fews or Gentiles, We can find no conſecrated F 
Ground, Garments, Fonts, and Utenſils for Divine 
Service, in all Paul's Epiſtles ; and we dare believe! 


that the School of Tyrannus, where Paul preached | 


for ſome Time, was never conſecrated, any more 


than the Ground was by the River Side where Lydia | 


was converted, Acts xix. 9. and xvi. 15. 


© We have lookd diligently through the New Te- | 
ſtament, and turn'd from Chapter to Chapter, to find | 
ſomething ſaid about Lent, Rogation-Week, Ember. 


Week, Pa! m, Shrove, and Advent Sundays, Holy 


Faſts, &c. but we can't find one Word of thoſe | 


Matters either expreſs'd or imply'd, and therefore 


we are not fond of thoſe Trinkets. 


Neither do we find Sacerdotal Attire touch'd on 
by the Apoſtle, as Gowns, Tippets, Surplices, Four- 


Times, and Saints-Eves, Wedneſdays and Fridays # 


corner'd Caps, as we ſee them in Cathedrals ; where 


a Fry of jolly Sparks entertain us with a charming 


Noiſe of Vocal and Inſtrumental Muſick, as if met 


together for Diverſion, whoſe Religion lies all in 


an Authem or Ant iphone, but ſomewhat alternately *; 


for they chaunt it forth in the Cathedral one Part of 


the Day, and quaver it out at the Play-houſe the 
other; which ſeems a little 1 incongruous, But how- 


ever, we have Reaſon for our Non- conipliance in 


thoſe Matters, becauſe they at are all non-ſcriptural. 


* Magd. Cen. 2. c. 6. P. 119, Cent. 3. y. 137. 
t A, at Eren 


© Reaſon. 
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« Reaſon VIII. Becauſe you would impoſe on us 
Liturgick Forms in Publick Worſhip, without any 


« divine Warrant, Preſcript, or Example; which is 


not only to invade our Chriſtian Liberty, and tye us 


up where Chriſt hath left us free, but alſo a prohi- 
biting Men from uſing the Gifts God has given them 
for Edification, and conſequently an oppoſing the 
Apoſtle's Exhortation, 1 Pez. iv. 10. As every Man 
hath received the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one 
to another, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace 
of God. And tho? extraordinary Gifts are ceaſed, 

and (among other Gifts) the Gift of Prayer : For 
yet common or ordinary Gifts are not ceaſed, 

it would look ſtrange to imagine, that now, in the 
Goſpel-day, Chriſt ſhould ſo far withdraw the com- 
mon Preſence, and Giſts of his Spirit from his Churches, 
as that a Goſpel Miniſter ſhould- not be able to pur 
up a Prayer to God for the People ſuitable to the 


Occaſion, without a Form made to his Hand : Pray 
how does this comport with a Multitude of Promi- 


ſes » made by Chriſt to his Churches and Miniſters 
in Goſpel-times? Or, if there muſt be a ſtinted 
Form, how, by what Gift, did the Compoſer indite 
that Form? If by a common Gift, then why may 
not a Man uſe his own Gift, as well as that of ano- 
ther ? Why muſt one Man be ty'd up to the Words 
of another Man in Prayer? Or this Age of Chri- 
ſtians have a Form made them by the laſt Age of 
Chriſtians, any more than the preſent Age ſhould 
confine, and bind up the ſucceeding one ? Since 
Chriſt has left us at Liberty in thoſe Matters, why 
ſhould we bind up cach other? 
And tho? ſome Proteſtant Churches abroad, have | 
their Liturgies, yet they are not impos'd on all 
(which is the thing you drive at) or, if they are, 
we may demand, Yo jure? Thoſe Churches are 
no more a Rule to us in the preſent Caſe, than they 


, "Ter. xxxi. 34. Hab. ii. 14. fer xxiii. 4. John xiv. 16. Ephg 


iv. 11. 1 Cor. xi. 7. 2 Tim. 16, 
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72 
are to you in other FRY for Chriſt is the 
Lord and Law-giver to his Churches, neither is our 
Fear, or Worſhip of him to be taught by the Pre. 
cepts of Men“. We deſire to walk in Scripture 
Light as near as we can, in this, as in other Mat. 
ters; but we can't find the leaſt Ground in Scrip- 
ture for ſtinted Forms of Prayer. St. Paul tells us 
We know not what to pray for as we ought, Rom, 


viii, and we do verily believe, that he never made 


any Form of Prayer for any Miniſter, Church, or 
Churches; for if he had, 'tis preſum'd, we ſhould 
have had ſome Intimation about it, ſomewhere or 
other in his Epiſtles. Neither can we think that 
excellent Prayer, which Chriſt dictated to his Dif- 
ciples, whilſt in their Minority, was to be uſed by 
them as a Form; or that they were oblig'd to the 
ſame ſyllabical Words, and not Words of like im- 
port. Chriſt tells them elſewhere, that their Com- | 
munication ſhould be yea, yea; and nay, nay; does 
it therefore follow, they muſt keep to thoſe Sylla- | © 
bles, and not uſe other Terms of like import? So 
God bids his People to tate with them Words in | © 
Prayer: Take away all Iniquity, and receive us gra- 
ciouſiy, Hol. xiv. 2. But can we infer from thence, | * 
that they muſt always ſay them very Words when 
they pray, or that they may not expreſs themſelves * 
in other Words to the ſame purpoſe ? If we com- 


pare the two Evangelifts*, Matthew and Luke, we 3 


find them to differ in Words as to the Lord*s- Prayer, 
in more Points than one; which intimates, that we 
are not obliged to Words and Syllables. Chriſt was 
not ſo much for teaching his Diſciples Words, as 
Things; for *twas a heavenly Directory in the great 
Work of Prayer, what we ought to ſeek at God's 
Hands, and what Frame of Heart is requir'd in every 
Prayer we make; which ſhould ſtrike a greater Awe 
on the carnal Mob or Multitude, who Chatter over 


* + Ih, xxxili. 22. Match. xv. 9. Ia, xxix. 123. Matth. vi, 
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that Prayer ſo many Times a Day, without any due 


« Senſe or Seriouſneſs, as if they were the Diſciples 
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for whom *twas dictated, not conſidering, that their 
Practice contradicts this Prayer, and their Lives 
give their Lips the Lie errery Day. But this is not 
a Theme for a Pariſh-Pulpit. And tho! ſome of 
our Teachers do not ſay the Lord's Prayer as a Form, 
at the End of their other Prayers (which is a great 
Fault, as you would make us believe in your Let- 
ter ;) but herein you talk more like a Child in a 
Frock, than like a Man in a Gown; your Work 

is to prove, they are under a Divine Obligation ſo 
to do; and when that's done, we dare undertake for 
them. 6 5 | 
* But we deny you, or any Man elſe, to prove from 
Scripture, or the pureſt Antiquity, that ever the 
Apoſtles, or any Teachers among the primitive 
Chriſtians, made Uſe of any Form of Prayer, one 
or other; or, that they ſhut up their Prayers in the 
Aſſembly with the Lord's Prayer; much leſs popp'd 
down in the Pulpit on a ſudden, to ſay them Words 
(as many of you do) as if then you were worſhiping 
ſome other God, with a differing Mode and Geſture. 
What's this but a ſuperſtitious Conceit of Words and 
Syllables, as if ſome Part of the Scripture were more 


ſacred and effectual than other; when 'tis all alike 


of Divine Authority. 

And further, it is to be noted, that tho? the Old 
Teſtament Believers were heard, and accepted thro? 
the ſame attoning Saviour, yet *twas not uſual with 
them to addreſs themfſclves to God thro? Chriſt ex- 
plicitely, for want of a clearer Light into the Myſte- 
ry of a God incarnate z concerning which, the Dil- 


ciples at that Time were much in the dark, as we 


find in the Goſpel, before Chriſt's Crucifixion, Now, 
that Prayer which Chriſt had taught them ſeems 
more properly ſuited to their preſent Light and State, 
who were yet under the Remains of that ſhadowy 
Diſpenſation ; but when the final Accompliſhment 
5 1 * drew 
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74 
drew near, and their Light and Knowledge greatly 
encreaſed, then we find Chriſt eryoins them to pray 


in his Name explicitly (for there 1s no mention of | 


Chriſt's Name in the Lord's Prayer ) John xvi, 24, 
Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my Name; ah 
that your Foy may be full. 


Our blefled Saviour, you fee, when going to | 
leave the World, in giving his Diſciples the laſt } 
Advice about Prayer and Invocation z he does not 
point them back to the Form of Words given them 
ſome time before (in their Nonage) as if thoſe 
Words muſt be ſaid by them as a Form as long s 
they liv'd ; no ſuch thing can be deduc'd from Scrip. þ 
ture, but rather the contrary. Hztherto (ſays Chriſt) F ] 
you have asked nothing in my Name: For when he 
gave them that excellent Directory for Prayer, he} 


he did not then dictate to them, to addreſs the Fa- 


ther in his Name explicitely, as you heard; their | 
preſent Sight and Conception of Things at that Time, 
could not ſo well take it in; but now he bids them | 


pray to the Father in his Name more explicitly, 
than they had done heretofore ; to plead his Merit, 


and whole Undertaking, as the moſt prevalent Ar.“ 
gument with the Father, and moſt agreeable to 


pure Goſpel State; but without any Form of Word: 


given, that ever we could meet with, or ever ſhall. | 
And tho? the Matter contain'd in the Lord's Prayer | 


be a Rule and Directory as to the Matter of Prayer, 
and will be to the Church militant, even to the end | 


of Time; and the Words and Phraſes to be -uſcd | 
in Prayer, as other Scripture Expreſſions z but not as 
a ſtinted Form of Words, which we are tied to u!:, Þ 
and to ſay verbatim, that's remote from the genuine 


Senſe of Scripturey. Neither can we ſuppoſe that 
the Diſciples, alter the Miſſion of the Holy Ghott, 
did at all uſe that Form of Words; for the fil: 


Prayer we find them to make rogerher as a Church, 


* Rom. viii, 26. Gal, iv. 6. 4 
. | | | © wii | 


3 2p nA DE IRS 


— 


4 oc; o vo £ bers WO 25 3 $53 by Mt. ik 
AE oC LT DES BE SINCE ACE pen BIRDS We 0 It, ore 
A * 


atly a 
pray þ 
n of | * 
24.4 
as, 
„0 
laſt! 
not? 
hem! : 
hoſe þ > 
g © 
rip - 
Fa- 
heit 
me, þ 
nem! 
ly, | ; 
rits, | 
to 
rds 
1all, 
wer | 
yet,, 
fd | 
Ire 
hat 
oft, E 
irſt 
ch, 

; 


L751 


a : ) 
© with one accord, is recorded As iv. from the 


. 
0 
. 
o 
o 


« 


0 


24th to the goth Verſe, but not any one Sen- 
tence of that Form of Prayer found in it; nor no 
wention made of that Form in the Ads of the Apo- 
ſtles, or in Paul's Epiſtles, or any where elle : 
Doubtleſs, had it been ſet up for a ſtanding Form 
to all Chriſtians, to be uſed by them without Va- 
riation to the World's End, we ſhould have had 
ſome Notice of it, either by Precept or Example. 
The Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians to Prayer and Sup- 
Hicotion in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
all Perſeverance; but not a Word of any ſtinted 
Form, one or other, is to be found in all his Wri- 
tings, nor in the whole New Teſtament. And there- 
fore, ſince we are under no ſacred Tye or Obligation 
rom Scripture, to uſe any ſer Forms of Prayer in 
God's Worſhip, much leſs are we obliged to accept 
of, and ſubmit to, any human Forms, that any Party 
of Men would impoſe. - RE EN ” 
« Ter;ullian tells us =, That he, and the Chriſtians 
in his Days, loo d up to Heaven, with their Hands 


e ſtretched out in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and made 


0 


> 


0 


c 


. 


their Prayers ſine Monitore, without a Directory, 


as coming from the fre? Motion of their Hearts. 
Tuſtin Martyr ſheæws the manner of the Chriſtians 
in the ſecond Century, but no mention made of any 
Liturzy or Form, one or other: For (faith he) be 
that inſtructed the People, prayed according io his. 
Ability, 


* Sxcrates tells usa, That among all the Chriſtians 

of t'at Are, ſcarce two were to be found that uſed 
the ſam Words in Prayer: And yet we arc apt co 
think, that the Chriſtians of thoſe Days prayed bet- 
ter without-Book, thin you do with one. But if you 
want a fuller Account of thoſe Matters, a Lay- 
Brother of ours will better inform your Judgment, 


* Tertul, Apol. c. 30 Ep. 121. Apol. 2. p. 7. 
Socrat. Hiſt. 1. 5. cap. 21. 


| in 
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in his Book, intituled, De Laun's Plea for the Non... 
 Conformiſts. I « 
« Reaſon IX. Becauſe we have for {ome time paſt, by © 
ſeen Cauſe to relinquiſh that Mode and Manner of * 
Worſhip practiſed in that Church unto which you |  * 
invite us to return; and unleſs we ſaw the Cauſe re- Þ 
mov*d, *tis of equal Force with us now as then, for | © 
things continue the ſame; but we have ſhook of | * 
the Yoke of human Inventions and ceremonial Im- | * 
poſitions, and upon a Review, with the moſt ma- | 
ture and deliberate Thoughts, we ſee no Reaſon | n 
why we ſhould put it on again, unleſs it be to pleaſe F 
you; but that's not weighty enough. And there- 

fore, ſince we are ſatisfied that we have done but! 
our Duty herein, we reſolve to perſevere, and con- 
tinue as we have begun, come on't what will; for | + 
the Apoitle tells us, If we build again the things T 
we have deſtroya, we ſhould hereby make ourſelves | - 
Tranſgreſſors, Galat. ii. 18. Col. ii. 20. FT 
© Reaſon X. Becauſe we are not fond of falling under | ; 
the Character of /uch as are given to changed, eſpecial. | _ 
ly in Points of Religion; unleſs that Change were for 
the beſt, and might contribute to our ſpiritual Ad- 
vantage: But here we can have no ſuch Proſpect, 
much leſs Aſſurance of Betterment hereby. We ac- | 
count him not the wiſeſt of Men, who will barter | 
a better for a worſe, or exchange Subſtance for Ce- 
remony: Neither can we take him for the trueſt 
Friend, who would adviſe us to ſuch a Bargain; for | _ 
we reckon that in Matters of Religion, ſpiritual | 
Gain and ſpiritual Loſs are things that ought to fall! 
under Conſideration, and have an Influence on all | 
thinking Men, both with reſpect to Choice and Prac- I 
tice: This certainly 1s moſt agrecablc to Scripture {3 
and right Reaſon. But, | 2 
* We can propoſe no ſpiritual Profit « or Advantage, | 
by coming back again to your Church, eiter in 
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* Suggeſtions, as if it were a 
* finement of the Spirit, to be furniſhed before-hand _ 


© one reſpe& or other (but rather ſpiritual Loſs and 
© Detriment) if we may give any Credence to com- 
mon Obſervation, or to our own inward Experience; 
for you know the Phraſe, Experientia ſtultorum ma- 


ö giſtra. 


Now to act contrary to our own Experience, in 
leaving a. more ſpiritual way of Worſhip, wherein 
we have found Benefit, for a more flat and formal' 
« way, wherein we could find none, would be an un- 


A 


* 


aa accountable Practice, not to be juſtified: But we 


« ſhall avoid Prolixity, Verbum ſapienti ſat eſt. 

© Theſe, Sir, are a few Reaſons among many, for 
our preſent Practice of Non- Conformity; and by 
that time you have given them a plenary Anſwer, 
© perhaps we may cut you out more Work: But, un- 
© leſs you can advance ſomething new, of greater 
Weight and Strength, than has hitherto been advanc'd | 


by any of our Opponents, it will be but beating the 


Air; and *tis preſum'd, that things muſt remain in 
& ftatu quo, the Diſſenters are like to continue Diſſen- 
ters ſtill. 5 e 


Reading lately over a Diſcourſe of Prayer, wrote 
by that learned and judicious Divine Biſhop Wilkins, 


| he hath theſe Words, which, I think, ſtrengthen 


the 8th Reaſon that thoſe young Men gave againſt 
Forms of Prayer, his Words are, There are two 
* Extremes, which uſually hinder Men from a Pro-. 
« fictency in this Gift. 
1. When they ſo confine themſelves to the Help 
of Books and particular ſet Forms, as not to aim at, 
or attempt after any further Improvement of their 
* own Knowledge and Abilities in this kind. _ 

* 2. When Men depend altogether upon ſudden 
uenching, or Con- 


with Matter, or Expreſſions for this Service. 
* Unto thoſe that err in the firſt kind, I would ſug- 
* gelt theſe Conſiderations : 


« Firſt, 


— —— 2 F— 


4 
— W . — 
— — * 2 2 — * 4 


« 


c 


o 


CR... 
Fir, By way of Conceſſion: As for thoſe weak. 


l Chriſtians, and new Converts, who have not 


their Hearts enlarged with an Ability to expreſs 
their own Wants and Deſires, *tis both lawful and 


convenient for ſuch to help themſelves, not only in 


their Families, but even in their ſecret F 
of this Duty, by the Uſe of ſome good Book, 
preſcribed Form, until by further Endeavour, id 
Experience they may attain unto ſome Meaſure of 
this Gift. 

Such Perſons may, perhaps, find oftentimes their 
own Caſe and Condition more pithily, and affec- 
tionately ſet down in a Prayer penn'd by another, 
than they are able to expreſs it themſelves. Ard 
if the Uſe. of ſuch a Form do prove a Means to warm 
their Allections, and in kindle their Graces 3 certainly 
then, it cannot be ſtiled a quenching of the Spirit. 
Tis not eſſential unto the Nature of Prayer, that it 
be read, or rehearſed by Memory, or by immediate 
and ſudden Suggeſtion (theſe things being ſuch cir- 
cumſtantial Adjuncts, as have not any abſolute in- 
trinſical Neceſſity or Unlawfulneſs) but rather, that 


it be delivered with Underſtanding and ſuitable Af. 


fections, with Humility and Confidence, with an 


<* inward Senſe of our Conditions. Nor is there any 


great Difference (as they are conſidered in themſclves) 
DetWIXE repeating by Memory, and reading out ot 
a Book ; the Memory being but a kind of inviſible 
Book tor the Regiſtry of our Thoughts: Though, 
in this Caſe, it ſhould be eſpecially remember : tha 
in the Uſe of ſuch preſcript Forms, to which a Man 
hath been accuſtomed, he ought to be narrowly 
watchtyl over his own Heart, for fear of that Lip- 


ervice and Formality, which in ſuch Caſes we arc | 
e eſpeciall -noled unde This I thought TO 4 
more CLDCCLY y EXPO UNTO, 118 LOU SITE 800 


to premiſe for the Removal of Prejudice on the one 


its 4 d. 


But now in the ſecond Eh ice, for any one foto | 


oy 
IL 


fer Gown, and ſatisiy himſelf with his Book-Praycr, 
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7 
or ſome preſcript Form, as to go no farther, this 
were to remain in his Infancy, and not to grow up 
in his new Nature: This would be as if a Man, 


who had once nced of Crutches, ſhould always af- 
terwards make uſe of them, and ſo neceſſitate him- 


ſelf to a continual Impotence. *Tis the Duty of 
every Chriſtian to grow and encreaſe in all the Parts 
of Chriſtianity, as well Gifts as Graces; to exerciſe 


and improve every holy Gift, and not to ſtifle any 


of thoſe Abilities wherewith God hath endowed them: 
Now, how can a Man be ſaid to live ſuitable unto 
theſe Rules, who does not put forth himſelf in ſome 
Attempts, and Endeavours of this kind? And then 
beſides, how can ſuch a Man ſuit his Defires unto 


ſeveral Emergencies? What one ſays of Counſel to 


be had from Books, may be fitly applied to this 
Prayer by Book, that *tis commonly of itſelf, ſome- 
thing flat and dead, floating for the moſt part too 
much i in Generalities, and not Particular enough for 
each ſeveral Occaſion. There is not that Lite and 
Vigour in it, to engage the A ffect ions, as when it 
proceeds immediately from the Soul itſelt, and is 


the natural Expreſſion of thoſe Particulars, whercoi 


we are moſt ſenſible. 


And if it be a Fault not to ſtrive and labour af- 


ter this Gift, much more is it to jeer and deſpiſe it 
by the Name of ex tempore Prayer, and praying by 
the Spirit; which Fx «preſſions (as they are frequent- 

ly uſed by ſome Men by way of Reproach) are for 
the moſt part, a Sign of a profane Heart, and ſuch 
25 are Beer 8 rangers from the Power, and 
Comfort of this Duty. 

© Whereas *tis com only cbiefted by ſome, That 
they cannot ſo well join in an unknown Form, With 
which they are not before-hand acquainted. 

* I anſwer, That's an inconfiderate Objection, and 
docs oppoſe all kind of Forms, that are not pub- 
lickly preſcribed. As a Man may, in his Judgment, 
aſſent unto any divine Truth delivered in a Sermon, 


+" Which 


—  - — 21 o_ C_— * 


— W Er —H — — 


- 
LS — 


— — 


4 


——— —Bᷣ — 


— oe 7; "eg NIGER 


— 


— — — — Gov he 


— 
52 


— 


22 


— aac oo on ST IISEE 
9 ” - — 


= Entre — pm an en ; ⅛ ᷑?—b— 8 ˙ r onerne — 
8 « v WP», N — 1 —— 1 


8 FRO — — conn ve * 
. 


=. 


"A GG GA OG aa aa 


QA 6 


74h 


which he never heard before, ſo he may join in his 2 


Affect ions unto any holy Deſire in a Prayer, which 
he never heard before. If he who is the Mouth of 
the reſt, ſhall, through Imprudence, deliver that 
which we cannot approve of, God does not look 


upon it as our Prayer, if our Deſires do not fay 
Amen to it. 


If it be again objected, That this Ability of praying 


without Book, may perhaps be fit for Miniſters, 


and ſuch as are of more eminent Learning and Know- 


ledge; but it is not to be expected from others. 

* I anſwer, *Tis true, ſuch Perſons are more eſpe- 
cially concerned in this Gift, and 'tis the greater 
Shame and Fault for them to be without it; but 
yet others are not exempted from labouring after it, 
no more than they are from the Occaſions, or Need 
of it, or performing the Duty. And as for the 
pretended Difficulty of it, I ſhall in this Diſcourſe 
make it evident, that if it be but {eriouſly attempted 
(as all religious Buſineſſes ought to be) 'tis eaſy to 


be attained, by any One chat has but common Capa- 
oy e. 


Thus much for this pious Prelate; and to this l may 


add, that though the Clergy are not concern'd in 


this Gift of ex tempore Prayer, and were many of 


them to lay aſide Forms, and hold their Livings by 
their ſpiritual Gifts and Graces, there are many private 
Chriſtians who are ſo richly endow'd, as to bid much 
fairer for them; and their Expulſion, I fear, would 
be as great as was that of the Proteſtant Difſentirg 

Miniſters at the Reſtoration z who could by no means 


ſo ſubject their Conſciences, as to comply with thoſe 
Forms, which are with ſome the main Part of Reli- 


gion; and of whom it may be truly ſaid, They have 


a Form of Godlineſs, but deny the Power thereef. 


< Bp. Wilkins's Gift of Prayer, p. 9, Cc. 
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And further, from what this excellent Prelate has 
hich ! aid, it is evident to a Demonſtration, that Mr. White- 
1 0b Fele was not out of, but in his Duty, by praying 
tha Þ | e a Form of Words; and it was obvious to ma- 
look ny judicious Perſons, who heard him before he was 
fay 5 PR the Church- Pulpits, that when he came out into 

the Fields, the Spirit of Chriſt, that dwelleth in him, 
ying ] gave him ſuch Enlargements in that Duty, as fully con- 
ters, | vinc'd them that he was influenced by it, both in pray- 
ow. | ing and preaching ; and he thereby gained more Seals 
s. © to his Miniſtry than ever he had before. 
ſpe- | And to conclude, I may venture to ſay, That if a 
ater | great Part of the Clergy had a true Zeal for the Ho- 
but 1 nour and Glory of God, the Salvation of. Souls, and 
r it, the Eſtabliſhment of ſ. acred Truths ; ; if they hungred, 
feed | and thirſted after Divine Grace and everlaſting Happi- 
the | neſs, inſtead of hunting after Riches, Power, "and Pre- 
urſe | ferments ; then would the People behold the Beauty of 
pted |  Ho!rneſs in the Lives and Doctrines of their Preachers, 
7 to and might, with the Pſalmiſt, joy ſully By. How Plea- 5 
apa- [2 fant are thy Tabernacles, O Loud of Hoſts ? 

The five Points that are the chief matter of Con» 
- mm -- 
may I. Eternal Election. 
in! 2. Of particular Redemption. 
of |. 3. Of the Efficacy of God's Grace. 
ö by . + Ot the e of Man's Will in Conver- 
vate] ſion. 
uch | 5. Of the final Perſe verance of the "Rs 
ld Fo£ As I have cited ten Reaſons, why we cannot join 
ting! with the Church of England, ſo J will here put five 
dans Queſtions for the Arminian Clergy to give a poſitive 
hoſe |. Anſwer, without Equiyocation or mental Reſervation. 
eli. Queſtion I. Is there contained in the holy Scriptures, 
ave | (which you all acknowledge to be your only Rule to 


— 
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try all Doctrines by) an abſolute Predeſtination of 


lome particular Perſons to eternal Life, antecedent to 


any thing done by them, to induce God to beſtow on 
2 them lo great a Fayour ? If you deny it, then! offer 


theig 
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82 
theſe Scriptures againſt you. Fear not, little Flock 
for it is your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the 


Kingdom a: And, if it is the good Pleaſure of God, 


then it is not their good Works that are the Cauſe of 
this great Gift being / beſtowed on them. Then hal] 
the King ſay to them on his Right Hand, Come, ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom preparcd for 
you, from the Foundation of the World ©: It would 
little avail them to have a Kingdom prepared, if God, 
by his all-powerful Grace, had not prepared them for 
that Kingdom, as he muſt do in all thoſe that are in 
it, or ever ſhall be Poſſeſſers of it. Je have mt 
choſen me, but I have choſen you, and ordained you, 


that you ſhould go and bring forth Fruit, and that 


your Fruit ſhould remain: Surely our Lord mean; 


by their Fruit remaining, that they ſhall be kept in 


the good Ways of God till they come to Glory. For 
whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to bt 
gonformed to the Image of his Sen: Moreover, whom 
be did predeſtinate, them be called, and whom he called, 
them he alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, them he ao 
glorified®. Are theſe Favours beſtowed upon all Perſons? Þ 


if not, how is the univerſal Scheme true? Even þ Þ 
then at this preſent time alſo, there is a Remnant at. 
cording io the Election of Grace. And if by Grace, 
then it is no more of Works : Otherwiſe Grace is 
more Grace. But if it be of Works, then is it no mor: 
Grace: Otherwiſe Work is no more Work, How doth Þ 
the Holy Spirit influence the Apoſtle to guard this 


Truth from depreciating of the free Grace of God, Þ 


and giving it to the Will of the Creature. Now the bt 


holy Apoſtle draws this Inference from what he had 5 


laſt ſaid; M bat then? Iſrael bath not obtained that Þ 


which be ſeeketh for; but the Election hath obtained i, 
and the reſt were blinded*, Did God love as well thoſe 
that be blinded, as thoſe that be ſaved ? Bleſſed be the | 


4 Luke xii. 32. Matth. xxv. 34. f John xv. 16, 19. | | 
& Rom. viii. 30. h Chap. xi. 5, 6, 7. - ay rob Go «© 


FPpb. i. 3, 4. 5. 
1 > 
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” Ged and Father of our Lord Feſus Ghriſt, who hath 
5 bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Places 
| in Chriſt: According as he bath choſen us in bim be- 
fore the Foundation of the World, that we ſhould be ho- 
| ly, and without Blame before him in Love: Having 
 predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children by Feſus 
Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good Pleaſure of his 
Willi. 
own Glory being taken away by the Creature, hath 
put a Bar in che way, that no Fleſh ſhould Glory in 
bis Preſence, but he that glories ſhould glory in the 
' Lord. Mo hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy 
Calling, not according to our Works, but according to 
| bis own Purpoſe and Grace, which was given us in 
' Chriſt Feſus before the World began x. This Text alone 
ſtands like a Wall of Braſs againſt the univerſal Scheme, 
| and is an utter Confutation of it. | 1 


Here the Spirit of God being jealous of his 


Queſtion II. Did our Lord Jeſus Chriſt give a full 


| Satisfaction to his Father's Juſtice, for the Sins of all 
| thoſe who are eternally loſt, or ſhall be; as for thoſe 
| that ſhall be eternally ſaved? And how will it ſtand 
with the Juſtice of God, to take the Payment, at 
the Hand of the Surety, and afterwards make the Sin- 
ner lie in Hell to all Eternity, for that Debt wich 
{ Chriſt had attoned for by his precious Blood? This is 
taking the Payment twice, and muſt be inconſiſtant 
to the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God: But J offer theſe 


Scriptures to confront ſuch a Notion; po ſhall lay 


| any thing to the Charge of God's Elett? It is Chriſt 
bat died, yea, rather that is riſen again, who is even 
44 the right Hand of God, who alſo maketh Interceſſior 
for us. Here you ſee the Apoſtle makes it plain, 


that nothing can be Jaid to their Charge that Chriſt 
died for, ſo as to hinder them of Salvation; becauſe 


be adds Chriſt's Interceſſion founded on his Death for 


them. I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd 
giveth bis Life for the Sheep, and 1 give unto them 
* 2 Tim. i. 9. ! Rom. viii. 34. 

Ma eternal 
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1 theſe Scriptures againſt you. Fear not, little Flog, 
143] for it is your Father*s good Pleaſure to give you the 
17.88 Kingdom a. And, if it is the good Pleaſure of God, 
then it is not their good Works that are the Cauſe of 
this great Gift being » beſtowed on them. Then pal 
the King ſay to them on his Right Hand, Come, ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you, from the Foundation of the World ©: It would 
little avail them to have a Kingdom prepared, if God, Þ- 
by his all- powerful Grace, had not prepared them fo 
that Kingdom, as he muſt do in all thoſe that are in 

it, or ever ſhall be Poſſeſſers of it. Ze have not 
choſen me, but I have choſen you, and ordained you, 
that you ſhould go and bring forth Fruit, and that 
1 101 your Fruit ſbauld remain f Surely our Lord means 
111088 by their Fruit remaining, that they ſhall be kept in 

4 the good Ways of God till they come to Glory. For 
whom he did foreknow, he allo did predeſtinate to bt 
 gonformed to the Image of bis Sen: Moreover, whom 

Be did predeſtinate, them he called, and whom he called, 
1 them he alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, them he alſo 
10 glorified®, Are theſe Favours beſtowed upon all Perſons? 

lt if not, how is the univerſal Scheme true? Even þ 
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ol I ben at this preſent time alſo, there is a Remnant ac. 
tl cording lo the Election of Grace. And if by Grace, 
bben it is no more of Works: Otherwiſe Grace is ] 
1 more Grace. But if it be of Works, then is it no nor: 
1179 _ Grace : Otherwiſe Work is no more Work, How doth 
| 
| 
ö 


Ht | the Holy Spirit influence the Apoſtle to guard this 
149 Truth from depreciating of the free Grace of God, 
and giving it to the Will of the Creature. Now the! 
0 holy Apoſtle draws this Inference from what he had 
10 laſt ſaid; M bat then? Iſrael hath not obtained that 
which he ſeeketh for; but the Election hath obtained ii, 
and the reſt were blinded . Did God love as well thoſe 
that be blinded, as thoſe that be ſaved ? Bleſſed be th 


4 Luke xii. 4s, © Matth. xxv. 34. f John xv. 16, 19 b- 
& Rom. viii. 30, h Chop. xi. 2 6, 7. ee 2 5 
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Melled us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Places 


in Chriſt: According as he bath choſen us in bim be- 
| fore the Foundation of the World, that we ſhould be ho- 
| Iy, and without Blame before him in Love: Having 
” predeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children by Feſus 
Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good Pleaſure of his 


877/60 


Here the Spirit of God being jealous of his 


| own Glory being taken away by the Creature, hath 
put a Bar in the way, that no Fleſh ſhould Glory in 
bis Preſence, but he that glories ſhould glory in the 
Lord. Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy 
Calling, not according to our Works, but according to 
his own Purpoſe and Grace, which was given us in 
' Chriſt Jeſus before the World began k. This Text alone 
ſtands like a Wall of Braſs againſt the univerſal Scheme, 


and is an utter Confutation of it. 


= Queſtion II. Did our Lord Jeſus Chriſt give 


«tall - 


| Satisfaction to his Father's Juſtice, for the Sins of all 
' thoſe who are eternally loſt, or ſhall be; as for thoſe _ 
| that ſhall be eternally ſaved? And how will it ſtand 
with the Juſtice of God, to take the Payment, at 
the Hand of the Surety, and afterwards make the Sin- 
ner lie in Hell to all Eternity, for that Debt which 
Chriſt had attoned for by his precious Blood? This 1s 


U taking 


the Payment twice, and muſt be inconſiſtant 


| to the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God: But I offer theſe 


Scriptures to confront ſuch a Notion; ho ſhall lay 


ö any thing to the Charge of God's Elect? It is Chrift 


bat died, yea, rather that is riſen again, who is even 


7 


= the right Hand of God, who alſo maketh Tnterceſſior 
for us'. Here you ſee the Apoſtle makes it plain, 


that nothing can be laid to their Charge that Chriſt 


. died for, ſo as to hinder them of Salvation; becauſe 


he adds Chriſt's Interceſſion founded on his Death for 


| them. I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd 
| giveth bis Life for the Sheep, and 1 give unto them 


* 2 Tim. i. 9. : Rom. viii. 24. 
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—_ XM 2 c.ternal 


— — . ⏑—f * 


—TPTPTT err s, 


0 
i: 
112 
1 
* 
* 
* 
by 


i 


— 
— * 


Z 


- —— — — — 


wars * 8 2 . . — 
— 24 “ . Go —2— — — — — 


ä—N— : ꝙ— —yů —— — ———ĩ—ů — 


— * A "ali habihhoibonbioes ALE $2 AE BE I HFS a A rs 1 7 2 


. 2520 SEG 


— — — — 


184] 
eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall 
any pluck them out of my Hand, My Father which 
gave them me is greater than all, and none is able 1 
Pluck them out of my Father's Hand. If ſome periſh, 
then they were not redeemed by Chriſt; for all his 
redeemed ones ſhall be ſaved. Take theſe Verſes out 
of Mr. Davices Hymns : 


You doubting Souls, what ſay you now, 
Which often me controul : 

Heaven and Earth I'll overthrow, 
Before Ill Loſe one Soul. 


I ſurely ſhall go well with yo, 
I ſay, it ſhall go well ; 

Although the Gulph ſoould feoallow you, 
PII fetch you out of Hell. 


Although thy Faith be often down, 
And me thou canſt not ſee, 
My Love is never altered, 
But is the ſame to thee, 


It is not long, « Per I will come, 
And fetch thet Home to me, 
And make thee bright, for my De light, 
[There thou foalt ever be. 


For thou waſt Jain, and 2 redeemed : us to God by 
ty Blood, out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and 
People, and Nation. Now, will any thinking Perſon 


ſay, then that they were redeemed from among, were 


bleſſed with the ſame redceming Love. 


Qucſtion III. Whether the Converſion or Regenera- 


tion of a Sinner, is owing to the Efficacy of God's 
Grace, or moral Suaſion? "If you maintain the latter, 
then I offer thefe Scriptures to prove the contrary : 


And what is the exceeding Greatneſs of his Potver t0 
us-ward who believe, according to the working of his 


mighty Power , which he wrought in Chr oft teen be 
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the Leopard his Spots, 
| are accuſtomed to do evil. 
 tnow the way of Man is not in bimſelf; it is not in 
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4 raiſed him from the Dead", For you hath be quickened, 
” <oho were dead in 7. reſpaſſes and Sins. — For we art 
js Morkmanſbip, created in Chriſt Feſus unto good 
” IVorks, which God hath before ordained that we ſhould 
” eqvalk in them v. 
| ſons? | 


Are theſe Favours given to all Per- 


Queſtion IV. Hath all Men before they are rege- 


N nerated, or born again, a free Will to do thoſe Things 
| that God eſteems good and acceptable to him? If you 
ay they have, 


1 offer theſe Scriptures to prove the 
contrary : Rom. viii. 7. The carnal Mind is Enmity 


| againſt God, for it is not ſubject to the Law of God, 
| neither indeed can be: 
| ly Ghoſt makes, in the next Verſe is; So then, they 
| that are in tbe Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Verſe 8. For 
| the natural Man receives not the Things of the Spirit of 
' God; for they are Fooliſbneſs unto him: Neither can 
be know them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 


Then the Inference that the Ho: 


1 Cor. 11. 14. Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or 
then may ye alſo do good, that 
Jer. xi. 23. O Lord, I 


Man that walketh to direct his Steps. 
Qucſtion V. Is it poſſible that thoſe that are regene- 


rated or born again, to miſcary fo as to be loſt at laſt? 


If you lay, they may fall totally and finally away, I 
offer thele Scriptures to prove the contrary 3 For, I am 


 perſewaded, that neither Life, nor Death, nor Angels, 


nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Tings preſent, 
nor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any 
other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us Jams the 
Love of God in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 
Reading ſomething of Mr. Prynnc's that is ve- 
Ty. rare, I will here inſert it. All that is repli- 
* ed to this Argument is only this, That it is true 
that God doth keep all ſuch as are regenerated by his 
Power to Salvation, he preſerves them, fo that no- 
m Fph. i. 19, 20. = Chap, 41.4, i 
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86 
thing can pluck them out of his Hands, unleſs they 
will themſelves : God doth preſerve and keep them 
ſo, thar no outward thing ſhall pluck them from 
him, but yet he doth not preſerve them from them. 
ſelves; though nothing can pluck them out of his 
Hands, yet they, by the Liberty of their own Wills, 
may pluck themſelves out of his Hands, and fo fall 
totally or finally from Grace. To which I anſwer, 
that it is as impoſſible for the Saints themſelves, by 
virtue of their own free Will, to pull themſelves out 
of the Hands of God, as it is for any outward 
thing to do it. 5 
Firſt, Becauſe Chriſt himſelf tells us, that no Man 
can pluck them out of his Father's Hands: If no Man 
can do it, then they themſelves can never do it, for 
they are but Men, and ſo are included in this Word 
no Man, as well as others: No Man, nor any Man 
can do it, therefore they themſelves can never dv 
K. 85 | | | | 


8 Secondly, They themſelves can never do it, be⸗ 
cauſe the Scripture ſaith exprefly, that they are kept 


by the Power of God, through Faith, unto Sal- 
vation; that they are kept Night and Day in per- 


fect Peace, 1o that none can hurt them: Ergo, they 


cannot pluck themſelves out of God's Hands, for 
then they might periſh, and ſo this, that they are 
kept by the Power of God unto Salvation, that they 
are kept in perfect Peace, muſt needs be falſe. 
* Thirdly, They themſelves cannot poſſibly do it, 
becauſe then Chriſt's Reaſon would be vain ; for be 
tells us, John x. 28, 29. That his Sheep ſhall have 
eternal Life, and that they ſhall never periſh , becaile | 
no Man can pluck them out of his Father”s Hand. If 
then they themſelves, out of the Liberty of their own 
Wills, might pluck themſelves out of God's Hand 
and Cuſtody, and fo fall and periſh, Chriſt's Reaſon 
would be falſe, who yields his Keaſon why none of 
his ſhall ever periſh, becauſe that none can pluck 
them out of his, or his Father's Hand, 3535 
Se « Fourthiy, 
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« Fourthly, If they themſelves might pluck them- 
ſelves out of God's Hand, this would be, to make 
themſelves ſtronger than God, who hath undertaken 
to preſerve them by his Power to Salvation; and to 
make a poor ſilly mortal Man more ſtrong and potent 
than God himſelf, whoſe very Weaſtneſs is ſtronger 
than Men, 1 Cor. i. 23. How great a Blaſphemy 
« Fifthly, If Man himſelf might, by the Liberty of - 
his own Will, pull himſelf out of the Hands of 
God, to what end then, is it for God to preſerve 
him againſt all things elſe? If God doth not preſerve 
his Saints againſt themſelves, it is to little purpoſe 
for him to preſerve them againſt their outward Ene- 
mies: Outward Enemies could do no Harm at all, 
if they had no Enemy within : Temptations without 
inward Corruptions to work upon are vain and boot- 


less: Wherefore either this you muſt grant, that 


God doth defend and keep his Saints by his Might 


and Power againſt themſelves, as well as againſt all 


outward things whatſoever, and then it follows, that 


they themſelves can never pluck themſelves out of 


God's Hands; and fo can neither finally, nor total- 
ly fall from Grace: Or elſe it will neceſſary follow, 
that God's keeping of his Saints from outward Temp- 
tations and Enemies, is to little purpoſe (becauſe he 
keeps them not from themſelves, without which 
theſe outward Enemies and Temptations could never 
hurt them) which would be little better than groſs 
VVV 

* Laſtly, If Men, out of the Freedom and Liberty 
of their own Wills, might wreſt themſelves out of 
the ſtrong and powerful Hands of God, this would 
be nothing elſe but to make Man an abſolute Crea- 
ture of himſelf, not any way ſubject to the Scepter, 
Guidance, Diſpoſing and Government of God him- 
ſelf; this would be wholly to exempt Man from 
God's Juriſdiction, when as the Scriptures teſtify, 


that his Heart, his Will, and all his Ways are in 


the 
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the Hands of God, to diſpoſe of them as he thinks þ 
fit, Prov. xxi. 1. and Dan. v. 23. wherefore, neither 
the Saints themſelves, nor any outward thing what. 
ſoever, can be able to pluck them out of the Hands 
of God, who keeps them by his Power to Salva- 
tion, that they ſhall never periſh ; and therefore, it 
is impoſſible for them, either finally or totally, to fall 
from Grace. If any Man deny, that all thoſe who 
are once truly regenerated are thus preſerved, the 
Scriptures here alledged, where Chriſt doth ſpeak 
both of his Vineyard and his Sheep (in which Num. 

ber, all ſuch as are once truly regenerated and in- 
grafted into Chriſt by a true and lively Faith, are in- 
cluded) and the Places and Reaſons alledged | in my 

former Argument, will give him full Satisfaction d 
the contrary, ſo that the e ſtands ſtul in 
force. 


Your Huſband, Head, your Sheppard, Friend, 
He who engag'd for you, 
Is the Almighty and All-wiſe, 

Unchangeable and True. 


The Covenant on God's great Word, 
And Oath moſt firmly ſtands: 
The Father's above all, none can 


Pluck from the Father's Hands. 


He from Eternity decreed, 5 
Th'Elect ſhould happy be; 
Nor World, nor Fleſh, nor Man's bad Heart 


Can alter his Decree. 8 


* Mr.  Prorne's Perpetuity of a a Regrnerat Man's Eſtate, paz. J 
0 10. 
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